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Rev.  1  :  20.  The  seven  Churches. 


HE  word  Church  stands  in  the  English  Testa- 


nient  as  the  equivalent  of  a  compound  Greek 
word  (sy.xlrj(Tia,  from  ez  and  xaXs.w)^  signifying  to  call 
out  of  or  from  among.  In  three  instances,  our 
translators  have  rendered  it  assemblg.  This  is  its 
primary  sense,  which  underlies  all  its  applications 
in  the  New  Testament,  the  Septuagint,  and  the 
Greek  language  in  general.  The  heathen  Greeks 
used  it  to  denote  the  select  assemblies  of  free 
citizens  convened  for  the  transaction  of  public 
atfair.s,  in  which  the  common  populace,  strangers, 
and  such  as  had  forfeited  civic  rights,  had  no 
place.  It  is  used  by  Stephen  to  denote  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  who  had  been  called  forth  from  Egypt,  and 
were  on  their  vray  to  the  promised  land.  (Acts 
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7  :  38.)  It  is  sometimes  used  to  denote  the  entire 
community  of  Christian  people,  of  all  nations 
and  ages;  as  where  the  Saviour  says:  “Upon 
this  Itock  will  I  build  iny  [exx^ry^ta]  Church;” 
and  whei'e  Paul  exhorts  the  elders  to  “feed  the 
\_£xx?.rj<Tta^  Church  of  God  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  ITis  own  blood.”  It  is  also  used  to  denote 
the  small  companies  of  Christians  belonging  to 
one  houseliold,  as  where  we  read  of  “  Hymphas 
and  the  [sxxAryff'a]  Church  which  is  in  his  house;” 
“  Ih’iscilla  and  A(pnlla,  and  the  [sxxli^o-ta]  Church 
that  is  ill  their  house.”  But  its  most  frequent 
ap})lication  is  to  denote  some  particular  society 
of  Christians,  in  the  same  neighborhood  or  city, 
organized  around  a  common  altar,  and  statedly 
coming  together  in  the  same  services :  as  we  read 
of  “the  [£xx;.ry(7[a]  Church  which  is  at  Corinth;” 
“the  [exxP.ryO-fa]  Cliurch  Avhich  is  at  Jerusalem,”  &c. 
It  means  an  assembly,  convened  by  authority, 
and  constituted  of  a  specific  class,  out  of,  but 
withdraAvn  from,  the  general  mass  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  It  therefore  most  cxpressiAmly  sets  forth 
what  a  true  Church  is. 

The  Gospel  everywhere  speaks  of  a  calling  and 
an  election,  and  the  Church  is  the  organized  so¬ 
ciety  of  the  called  and  elected.  It  is  the  assembly 
or  community  of  those  whom  God  has  called  out 
from  the  Avorld  into  a  common  fellowship  of  faith, 
hope,  and  obedience,  and  which  is  preserved  and 
perpetuated  by  means  of  functions  and  services 
included  in  the  call.  And  wherever  there  is  a 
company  of  such  as  have  received  and  believed 
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the  Gospel,  organized  into  one  body,  in  the  charge 
of  one  authorized  minister,  and  coming  together 
in  the  same  stated  services,  there  is  a  trne  Chnrch. 
And  such  societies  were  “the  [f-Ta  ixxArjffcac'J  seven 
Churches”  of  the  text,  concerning  which  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  notice  more  especially  ; 

I.  Their  Locations. 

II.  Their  Significance. 

The  locations  of  these  seven  Churches  are 
twice  given :  first,  in  the  general  commission 
which  John  received ;  and  second,  in  the  specific 
directions  what  to  write  to  each.  The  command 
of  the  trumpet  voice  was :  “  What  thou  seest, 
write  in  a  book,  and  send  it  to  the  seven  Churches : 
unto  Ephesus,  and  unto  Smyrna,  and  unto  Perga- 
mos,  and  unto  Thyatira,  and  mito  Sardis,  and 
unto  Philadelphia,  and  unto  Laodicea.”  And  in 
the  succeeding  chapters,  he  was  further  directed 
to  write  “unto  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Ephe¬ 
sus  ;  unto  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Smyrna ; 
unto  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Pergamos,”  &c. 

These  are  not  unknown  places.  They  all  lie 
within  the  scope  of  a  few  hundred  miles  north  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  east  of  the  outlet  of  the 
Black  Sea.  The  Churches  in  these  localities  are 
sometimes  called  “the  seven  Churches  of  Asia;” 
hut  the  “Asia”  of  which  the  Scriptures  speak  is 
not  the  great  continent  of  Asia,  or  even  of  Asia 
Minor,  but  only  the  western  part  of  Asia  Minor, 
directly  south  of  the  Black  Sea.  The  whole  of  it 
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does  not  incliule  a  larger  territory  than  the  single 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  Less  than  thirteen  months 
ago,  I  passed  entirely  around  two  sides  of  it,  and 
visited  two  of  the  most  noted  places  to  which  the 
text  refers. 

The  first  in  the  list  is  Ephesus.  This  was  once 
an  important  and  magnificent  city — to  procon¬ 
sular  Asia,  ahout  wdiat  Philadelphia  is  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Of  the  seven,  it  was  the  nearest  to  the 
point  at  which  Jolin  had  the  vision.  It  was  the 
centre  of  trade  for  a  rich  and  beautiful  country, 
and  the  seat  of  its  government,  learning,  art, 
wealth  and  religion.  It  was  a  place  specially 
consecrated,  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  hy  many 
myths  and  legends  of  gods  and  goddesses,  and  by 
the  presence  of  a  temple  which  was  one  of  the 
Avonders  of  the  Avorld.  It  Avas  here  that  Paul 
lived  for  tAvo  years,  and  achieved  some  of  his 
most  brilliant  missionary  successes.  Here  he 
Avrought  mail}’  “special  miracles,”  healing  the 
sick  and  casting  out  demons,  even  AAuth  “hand¬ 
kerchiefs  and  aprons”  Avhich  he  had  touched. 
Here  he  gained  that  glorious  triumph  over  the 
exorcists  and  magicians,  for  Avhom  Ephesus  Avas 
famous,  Avho  “brought  together  their  books,  and 
burned  them  before  all  men,”  the  price  of  Avhich 
Avas  “fifty  thousand  pieces  of  silver.”  Here  he 
daily  taught  and  del)ated  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  faith,  till  “all  Asia”  had  tidings  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  the  frightened  silversmiths 
began  to  cry  out  for  their  craft,  in  consequence 
of  the  power  of  his  arguments  against  the  alleged 
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divinity  of  Diana  and  the  worshipfulness  of  her 
shrines.  Here  he  wrote  his  first  letter  to  the 
Corinthians ;  and  to  the  converts  here  he  after¬ 
wards  sent  a  masterly  epistle,  which  constitutes 
an  important  part  of  the  Christian  Scriptures. 

Ephesus  was  also  the  home  of  the  Apostle 
John.  Here  he  ministered  and  subsecpiently 
died.  The  ruins  of  a  church  still  remain,  which 
are  said  to  mark  the  spot  where  he  was  buried. 
Here,  most  likely,  the  blessed  mother  of  the 
Saviour  had  her  last  home,  and  laid  off  her 
mortal  body.  Here  Apollos  was  converted  to 
Christ,  and  first  exercised  his  great  gifts  in  the 
Gospel’s  interests.  Here,  too,  the  beloved  Timo¬ 
thy  lived,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  his  sacred 
ministry,  and  died  a  victim  of  mob  violence  for 
his  protests  against  the  license  and  frenzy  of  the 
great  festival  of  Artemis.  And  next  to  Jerusalem 
itself,  the  world,  perhaps,  has  not  another  spot 
around  which  cluster  so  many  holy  histories, 
classic  interests,  and  precious  traditions. 

But  Ephesus  is  a  mere  desolation  now,  alto¬ 
gether  waste,  without  an  inhabitant.  The  great 
market-place,  where  the  exchanges  of  a  renowned 
metropolis  were  once  conducted,  I  saw  planted 
with  tobacco,  unenclosed,  unattended,  weedy,  and 
forsaken.  The  great  lizards,  as  we  rode  along, 
darted  about  in  amazement  at  the  sight  of  man, 
over  fallen  columns  of  porphyry  and  marble,  and 
splendid  cornices  and  capitals,  which  were  once 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  And  silence,  ma¬ 
laria  and  death  brooded  upon  what  was  proudly 
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styled  “the  first  of  cities,”  and  endiraced  the 
names  of  some  of  the  greatest  in  wealth  and  wis¬ 
dom,  religion  and  literature,  arts  and  arms.  The 
vast  theatre,  the  largest  ever  constructed,  which 
once  rang  with  the  shouts  of  the  frenzied  thou¬ 
sands  Avho,  “all  with  one  voice,  about  the  space 
of  two  hours,  cried  out.  Great  is  Diana  of  the 
Ephesians!”  still  shoAvs  its  grand  outlines  of 
.walls  and  arches;  hut  old  Avild  bushes  are  gnarled 
about  its  licaA^y  masonry,  and  the  camel  Avas 
hroAvsing  in  its  forsaken  circles  as  I  rode  tlirougdi 
it.  Even  the  glorious  temple  of  the  great  mother 
goddess  can  no  longer  he  identilied  Avith  certainty. 
Two  piles  of  colossal  ruins  are  each  claimed  as 
its  remains,  and  I  plucked  Avild  berries  in  both 
of  them.  Remnants  of  Cyclopean  Avails,,  cause- 
Avays,  temples,  streets,  and  houses,  line  the  plains 
and  hills  and  mountain-sides  of  a  Amst  area  AAdiich 
once  Avas  tilled  Avith  their  glory;  but  the  Avhole 
place  is  a  complete  de.solation,  eiweloped  in  a  poi¬ 
sonous  atmosphere,  and  tenanted  only  by  things 
unclean  and  A-ile. 

Smyrva  is  the  next  in  the  list,  the  next  nearest 
to  Eatmos,  and  the  next  in  importance.  It  is  the 
only  one  of  the  seven  places  named  Avhlch  retains 
anything  of  its  ancient  standing.  It  is  tinel}’  sit¬ 
uated,  at  the  head  of  a  beautiful  hay,  about  forty 
miles  northeast  of  Ephesus.  It  is  noAv  the  com¬ 
mercial  centre  of  the  Eevant,  and  is  being  invested 
Avith  a  system  of  railroads,  sending  out  their  iron 
arms  into  the  interior,  to  gather  to  it  the  riches 
and  trade  of  the  fertile  lands  Avhieh  lie  almost 
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desolate  behind  it.  It  has  a  population  of  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  mostly  Greeks, 
but  profusely  intermingled  with  people  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  languages,  complexions,  religions  and  fash¬ 
ions,  who  live  in  small,  dark  houses,  strung  along 
narrow,  crooked  and  filthy  lanes,  dignified  with 
the  name  of  streets.  There  are  a  few  good,  clever 
buildings ;  but  it  does  not  appear  so  much  like  a 
city,  as  a  sort  of  confused  convention  of  the  long- 
severed  inhabitants  of  Babel,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  city,  upon  the  plan  of  which  they  cannot 
aarree.  One  of  its  most  marked  features  is  the 

O 

constant  coming  and  going  of  almost  intermina¬ 
ble  strings  of  camels  and  donkeys,  which  even 
the  railroads  have  not  been  able  to  supersede. 
The  appearance  and  habits  of  the  people  are  any¬ 
thing  but  attractive,  and  mosquitoes  abound  al¬ 
most  to  suflbcation. 

Smyrna  was  originally  founded  by  Alexander, 
and  is  stoutly  claimed  as  the  birthplace  of  Homer. 
It  was  at  first  laid  out  with  great  regularity  and 
architectural  taste,  and  was  considered  the  most 
beautiful  city  in  Asia.  It  was  celebrated  for  its 
library,  its  temples,  and  its  sacred  festivals  and 
games.  There  is  no  allusion  to  it  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  except  in  the  Apocalypse.  IIow  and  when 
Christianity  was  introduced  into  it,  we  have  no 
account.  The  Church  there  was  no  doubt  founded 
during  Paul’s  stay  at  Ephesus.  It  was  the  seat 
of  Polycarp’s  ministrations  and  martyrdom.  It 
was  there  that  Ireneeus  studied,  and  that  many 
Christians  in  different  ages  perished  on  account 
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of  tlieir  faith.  The  hillside  of  Pagus,  on  which 
Polycai’p  was  hurned,  has  since  been  reddened 
with  the  hlood  of  fifteen  hundred  confessors  at 
one  time,  and  eight  hundred  at  another.  It  is  as 
sacred  in  Christian  annals  as  it  is  majestic  and 
conspicuous  to  the  heholder.  liemnants  of  the 
ancient  acropohs  still  stand  on  its  summit,  from 
which  the  view  is  exceedingly  attractive.  Fancy 
could  hardly  paint  a  more  fitting  mount  for  the 
ascension  of  the  saints  who  from  thence  Avent  up 
to  their  rest. 

Pcrgamos  is  the  next  in  the  list.  This  lies  di¬ 
rectly  north  of  Smyrna,  perhaps  forty  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  It  Avas  settled  and  named  hy  the  ^rEolian 
Greeks,  after  the  fall  of  Troy.  I  Avas  within 
twenty  miles  of  it,  Imt  no  nearer.  At  the  time 
the  Apocalypse  Avas  Avritten,  it  Avas  a  sumptuous 
city,  the  home  of  rich  chiefs,  avIio  had  adorned  it 
Avith  magnificent  residences,  temples  and  groves. 
It  had  a  library  A\djich  rivalled  that  at  Alexandria, 
a  great  medical  school,  and  Avas  famous  for  the 
rites  AAdiich  Avere  there  celebrated  in  honor  of 
Allsculapius.  It  Avas  not  a  conuuercial  tOAvn,  such 
as  Ephesus,  hut  a  union  of  a  Pagan  Cathedral 
city,  a  university  seat,  and  a  royal  residence,  em¬ 
bellished,  during  a  succession  of  years,  hy  kings 
and  chiefs  fond  of  expenditure  and  ample  in  re¬ 
sources.  It  Avas  a  city  of  heathen  temples — a 
grand  I’antheon  of  Pagan  Avorship — a  metropolis 
of  sacred  sensuality — and  hence  “  Satan’s  throne.” 
It  is  now  a  mere  tomb  of  former  greatness.  Half- 
buried  arches,  columns  prostrate  in  the  sand,  and 
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a  few  tliousand  Turkisli  and  Greek  huts,  is  about 
all  that  remains  to  mark  the  luxuriant  and  sensu¬ 
ous  city,  where  the  faithful  Antipas  sufiered,  and 
so  much  glory  reigned. 

Twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  the  southeast  was 
Hiyatim,  the  fourth  in  the  list,  and  once  a  con¬ 
siderable  town,  founded  by  Seleucus  Xicator.  In 
the  time  of  John,  it  was  mainly  inhabited  by 
Macedonians,  who  had  formed  themselves  into 
various  guilds  of  potters,  tanners,  weavers,  rope- 
makers  and  dyers.  Lydia,  the  seller  of  purple 
stufis,  whom  Paul  met  at  Philippi,  was  from  this 
place,  and  was  connected  with  one  of  these  de¬ 
partments  of  the  industrial  activity  for  which  it 
was  distinguished.  It  was  a  place  of  great  amal¬ 
gamation  of  races  and  religious  observances.  It 
now  has  about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  is 
full  of  ruins.  The  mouths  of  many  of  the  wells 
are  made  of  capitals  of  old  columns;  and  the 
streets,  in  places,  are  paved  with  fragments  of 
carved  stones — the  relics  of  the  ancient  city. 

From  Thyatira,  some  thirty  miles  to  the  south¬ 
ward,  we  come  to  Sardis,  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Tmolus,  on  the  hanks  of  a  rivulet  famous  for  its 
golden  sands.  Here  the  wealthy  Croesus  lived 
and  reigned.  Here  the  wise  Thales,  Cleohulus, 
and  Solon  had  their  homes.  And  on  the  plains 
around  it  once  lay  the  hosts  of  Xerxes,  on  their 
way  to  find  a  sepulchre  at  Marathon.  It  was  a 
rich  and  glorious  city  when  Cyrus  conquered  it; 
and  though  subsequently  destroyed  by  an  earth¬ 
quake,  it  obtained  considerable  distinction  under 
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tlie  Eomaiis,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberias.  It  is  now 
a  scene  of  inelaneboly  iniins,  with  a  mill  and  a 
few  shepherds’  lints.  'WTien  Emerson  visited  it, 
he  says :  “  There  were  more  varied  and  vivid  re- 
memhrances  associated  witli  tlie  sight  of  Sardis, 
than  conld  possildy  he  attached  to  any  other  spot 
of  earth;  Init  all  were  mingled  with  a  feeling  of 
disgnst  at  the  littleness  of  linman  glory:  all — all 
had  passed  away!  There  were  hefore  me  the 
fanes  of  a  dead  religion,  the  tombs  of  forgotten 
monarchs,  and  tlie  palm-tree  that  waved  in  the 
hanqnet  hall  of  kings;  while  the  feeling  of  deso¬ 
lation  was  doubly  heightened  liy  the  calm,  sweet 
sky  above  me,  which,  in  its  nnfading  brightness, 
shone  as  purely  now  as  when  it  beamed  upon  the 
golden  dreams  of  Crmsus.” 

Southeastward,  less  than  forty  miles,  stood 
Philadelphia,  the  great  wine-market  of  Phrygia, 
rocked  with  oft-recurring  earthcpiakes,  and  with 
a  })0|)ulation  once  large  and  powerful,  hut  never 
very  distinguished.  It  took  its  name  from  the 
king  who  founded  it.  It  is  still  a  considerable 
country  town,  with  a  dozen  churches  or  more, 
hut  not  Christians  enough  to  till  one-fourth  of 
them,  and  those  of  a  very  doubtful  sort.  In 
Poman  times,  it  was  not  of  suthcient  importance 
to  command  law-courts  of  its  ovvn,  hut  belonged 
to  a  jurisdiction  which  had  its  centre  in  Sardis. 
Those  who  constituted  the  Church  to  which  John 
was  commanded  to  write,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  poor  peo[)le,  living  on  the  outskirts,  and 
heavily  taxed  for  public  purposes. 
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Laodicea  lay  some  fifty  miles  still  further  to 
the  southeast.  It  was  built,  or  rather  rebuilt,  by 
one  of  the  Seleucid  mouarchs,  and  received  its 
name  in  honor  of  his  wife.  It  was  a  place  of 
considerable  size,  trade  and  wealth.  Both  under 
the  Romans  and  under  the  Turks,  it  has  been 
the  battle-ground  of  contending  parties  in  Asia 
Minor.  The  remains  of  theatres,  temples  and 
other  public  edifices,  still  bear  testimony  to  its 
former  greatness.  It  does  not  appear  that  Paul 
ever  visited  it  in  person ;  but  it  was  evidently 
through  him  that  Christianity  was  there  intro¬ 
duced  ;  and  to  the  believers  there  he  once  wrote 
a  letter — which  has  been  lost* — and  sent  his 
friendly  greetings  from  his  prison  at  Rome.  In 
subsec|uent  times  it  became  a  Christian  city  of 
eminence,  the  see  of  a  bishop,  and  a  meeting- 
place  of  Church  Councils.  It  was  destroyed  by 
the  Mahommedan  invaders,  and  is  now  a  scene 
of  utter  desolation.  There  is  a  small  village  in 
the  neighborhood,  the  houses  of  which  are  built 
of  its  ruins.  Emerson  says  it  is  even  more  soli¬ 
tary  than  Ephesus,  for  the  latter  has  the  prospect 
of  the  rolling  sea,  or  of  a  whitening  sail,  to  en¬ 
liven  its  decay ;  whilst  Laodicea  sits  in  widowed 
loneliness,  its  walls  grass-grown,  its  temples  deso¬ 
late,  its  very  name  perished.  lie  left  it  in  a 
thunderstorm,  preferring  to  hasten  on,  through 
rain  and  tempest,  to  delay  in  that  melancholy 

*  Col.  4  :  16.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  epistle  here 
referred  to  has  not  been  lost,  but  is  the  same  as  the  Epistle  to 
Philemon,  or  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy. 
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spot,  where  everything  whispered  desolation,  and 
where  the  very  wind  that  swept  impetuously 
through  the  valley  sounded  like  the  fiendish 
laugh  of  Time,  exulting  over  the  destruction  of 
man  and  his  proudest  monuments. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  locations  of  these  seven 
Churches.  AVe  pass  to  the  more  important  mat¬ 
ter  of  their  significance.  This  is  indicated  in  the 
number  seven.  The  earliest  commentator  on  the 
Apocalypse,  Avhose  work  has  come  down  to  us, 
Avas  Victorinus,  Bishop  of  Pettau,  or  Petaviurn, 
Avho  died  a  martyr  in  the  year  303.  He  was  the 
contemporary  of  Irenteus,  and  a  man  of  piety, 
diligence  in  setting  forth  the  teachings  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  vigorous  in  his  perceptions  of  the 
meaning  of  the  sacred  writers.  Most  of  his 
writings  have  been  lost,  except  some  fragments. 
Ilis  comments  on  the  Apocalypse  survive,  in  a 
text  less  pure  than  Ave  could  Avish,  hut  sufficiently 
giA’ing  the  substance  of  his  vieAvs.  In  his  Scholia 
in  Apocahjpsin,  he  says  that  AAdiat  John  addresses 
to  one  Church  he  addresses  to  all ;  that  Paul  Avas 
the  first  to  teach  us  that  there  are  seven  Churches  in 
the  whole  world,  and  that  the  seven  Churches  named 
mean  the  Church  Catholic;  and  that  John,  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  same  method,  has  not  exceeded  the 
number  seven.* 


*  The  ])assage,  as  it  stands  in  Migne’s  Patrologice  (tom.  5, 
col.  320),  roads  thus  :  “  Istse  septem  stellse  sunt  septem  Eccle- 
sia3  quas  noininat  in  vocabulis  suis,  et  vocat  eas  ad  quas  fecit 
epistolas.  Non  quia  ipsa3  sol®  sunt  Ecclesi®,  aut  principes; 
sed  quod  uni  dicit,  omnibus  dicit.  Nihil  enim  difierunt,  ut 
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What  Victoi’inus  means,  is  that  Paul,  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  seven  Churches,  and  to  seven  only,  intended 
to  have  it  understood  that  all  the  Churches  of  all 
time  are  comprehended  in  seven;  and  that,  in 
the  same  way,  the  seven  Churches  in  the  Apoca- 
l^’pse  are  meant  to  comprise  all  the  Churches  in 
the  world:  that  is,  the  Church  Catholic  of  all 
ages.  This  was  also  the  view  of  Tiehoenius,  of 
the  fourth  century ;  Arethas  of  Cappadocia,  and 
Primasius  of  Adrumetum,  in  the  sixth ;  and  Vi- 
tringa,  Mede,  More,  Girdlestone,  and  a  large  body 
of  divines,  of  later  periods.* * 


ex  ilia  ratione  quis  paucorum  similium  major!  numero  ante- 
ponat.  hi  toto  orhe  septennatim  Ecclesias  omnes,  sepiem  esse 
nominatas,  et  unam  esse  Catholicam  Paulus  docuit.  Et  primum 
quidem  ut  servaret  et  ipse  typum  septem  Ecclesiarum,  non 
excessit  numerum.  Sed  Scripsit  ad  Eonianos,  ad  Corinthios, 
ad  Galatas,  ad  Ephesios,  ad  Thessalonicenses,  ad  Philippenses, 
ad  Colossenses.  ...  In  his  ergo  septem  Ecclesiis,  unius  Ecelesice 
Catholicoe,  Jideles  sunt,  quia  una  in  septem  qualitatem  jidei  et 
electionis  est.  ” 

*  This  view  has,  indeed,  been  pronounced  “egregious  tri¬ 
fling  ” — “a  mere  castle  in  the  air  ” — “  the  offspring  of  nothing 
hut  imagination” — “mere  gratuitous  assumption.”  And  if 
blustering  words  make  it  so,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  must  so 
regard  it.  But  the  murderers  of  Victorinus  got  no  credit,  in 
the  judgment  of  truth  and  heaven,  for  their  work  ;  and  those 
who  seek  to  overturn  his  opinion  in  this  particular,  may  yet 
find  themselves  with  quite  as  little  for  theirs.  The  author 
whose  language  1  have  just  given  has  so  stultified  himself  by 
his  rejection  of  the  natural  and  necessary  conclusion  an¬ 
nounced  by  Victorinus,.  that,  after  two  large  and  ponderous 
volumes  on  the  Apocalypse,  he  has  left  it  wholly  unexplained 
why  seven  Churches,  and  only  seven,  and  these  particular 
seven,  were  chosen  to  be  the  subjects  and  recipients  of  these 
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Tliere  is  a  sacred  significance  in  numbers:  not 
cabalistic,  not  fanciful;  but  proceeding  from  the 
very  nature  of  tilings,  well  settled  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  universally  acknowledged  in  all  the 
highest  and  deepest  systems  of  human  thought 
and  religion. 

The  unit,  one,  is  the  source  and  parent  of  all 
numbers.  It  therefore  stands  for  God,  in  the 
most  hidden  absoluteness  of  His  being,  in  which 
the  whole  Godhead,  and  all  things,  stand.  “  There 
is  one  God,  and  there  is  none  other  but  He.” 
(Mark  12  :  32.)  One  expresses  commencement, 
and  God  is  the  commencement.  The  unit  under¬ 
lies  all  continuation,  and  by  God  all  things  con¬ 
sist.  And  nothing  can  so  well  express  the  abso¬ 
lute  First  Cause,  as  the  number  one.  It  stands 
for  the  absolute  Unity  in  heaven,  and  the  abstract 
individual  on  earth. 


seven  epistles.  Nay,  when  he  comes  to  his  elaborate  exposi¬ 
tion  of  the  significance  of  numbers,  he  gives  the  data  for  his 
own  confutation,  and,  in  effect,  establishes  what  he  elsewhere 
ridicules.  “Seven,”  he  saj’s,  “is  the  designation  of  that 
which  is  perfect” — “the  perfect  number  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence” — “often  employed  in  the  sense  of  a  complete,  ade¬ 
quate,  perfect  number” — “the  number  nearly  everywhere 
employed  throughout  the  book  in  a  symbolic  way” — “a  num¬ 
ber  w’hieh  may  stand,  as  it  were,  in  the  place  of  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  other  numbers.”  Take  these  conclusions,  and 
apply  them  to  the  seven  Churches,  and  to  what  other  result 
are  we  brought  but  exactly  that  announced  by  Victorinas — 
that  the  seven  Churches  stand  for  the  entire  Church,  the  com¬ 
plete  society  of  professing  Christians,  the  Church  universal,  in 
the  whole  of  its  membership  and  the  entireness  of  its  earthly 
condition  and  career  ? 


LECTUKE  V.  CHAP.  1:20. 


131 


But  Godhead,  as  let  forth  to  the  contemplation 
of  rational  beings,  is  a  Trinitu — a  One  Three  and 
a  Three  One.  IKearlv  all  the  leadina;  nations  of 
antiquity,  in  harmony  with  revelation,  have  so 
represented  Him.  In  this  Trinity,  the  Son  is  the 
second.  Two,  therefore,  stands  for  Christ,  and  is 
significant  of  incompletion,  or  something  want¬ 
ing.  It  is  the  first  from  the  one,  and  reposes  on 
the  one,  and  is  necessary  to  the  making  up  of 
the  first  complete  complex  number,  but  is  not 
complete  in  itself.  It  is  the  productive  number, 
hut  it  is  only  complete  when  the  product  is 
added.  The  Spirit  proceeds  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Man  and  wife  are  two-one,  hut 
the  product  of  dual  unity  is  needed  to  complete 
the  family. 

Three  is  the  number  of  individual  completion. 
It  is  composed  of  three  numbers,  each  of  which 
is  in  itself  one,  and  which  multiplied  together 
still  make  only  one.  Three,  therefore,  represents 
the  Trinity,  each  number  of  which  is  God,  and 
yet  the  Three  together  are  still  only  One.  It  is 
the  simplest  composite  unity,  and  forms  the  sim¬ 
plest  compound  figure  in  geometry — the  equal¬ 
sided  triangle,  which  is  indivisible,  and  unre- 
solvable  into  anything  else.  It  is  the  first  and 
fixed  compound  unit  of  mathematical  science.  It 
therefore  properlj’  stands  for  the  Trinity  and  in¬ 
dividual  completeness.  As  such,  it  has  been  also 
wrought  into  all  God’s  works.  Man  is  body, 
soul,  and  spirit — three-one.  The  family  is  man, 
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and  wife,  and  offspring — three-one.  Eeligioii  is 
knowledge,  action,  and  experience — three-one. 

“Matter,  and  breath,  and  instinct,  unite  in  all  the  heasts  of 
the  field  ; 

Substance,  coherence,  and  weight,  fashion  the  fabrics  of  the 
earth  ; 

The  will,  the  doing,  and  the  deed,  combine  to  form  a 
fact ; 

The  stem,  the  leaf,  and  the  flower — beginning,  middle,  and 
end  ; 

Cause,  circumstance,  consequent:  and  every  three  is  one. 

Yea,  the  very  breath  of  man’s  life  consisteth  of  a  trinity  of 
vapors, 

And  the  noonday  light  is  a  compound — the  triune  shadow 
of  Jehovah.” 


Four  is  the  worldly  number.  It  proceeds  from 
three,  and  includes  three.  And  as  three  rej^re- 
sents  the  Trinity — the  highest,  and  the  perfect — 
four  designates  that  which  })roeeeds  from  the 
Trinity,  and  is  dejiendent  thereon :  the  creation, 
the  universe.  Hence,  the  world  resolves  itself 
into  four  elements  :  tire,  air,  earth,  and  water. 
The  points  of  the  compass  are  four;  north,  east, 
south,  west.  Tliei-e  are  four  seasons,  four  Aviuds, 
four  grand  divisions  of  the  earth.  The  great 
world-powers  of  history  and  prophecy  are  four. 
The  living  beings,  supposed  to  I’epresent  the 
forces  of  providence,  are  four.  Ezekiel’s  vision 
of  God’s  providence  in  the  world  revealed  four 
cherubim,  four  wheels  with  four  sides,  four  faces, 
and  four  wings.  The  waters  in  Eden  were  four. 
The  fourth  commandment,  and  the  fourth  clause 
in  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  refer  to  the  earth.  The 
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square  and  the  cube,  those  important  ground- 
forms  of  common  geometric  relations,  are  fours. 
And  to  the  Oriental  philosophers,  four  is  always 
the  figure  of  the  universe,  especially  of  the 
world.  There  is  therefore  no  mistaking  of  this 
number. 

Fice  represents  progress,  but  incompleteness. 
It  is  the  perfect  three,  with  the  imperfect  two. 
On  the  fifth  day  life  was  created  in  the  sea,  hut 
there  was  yet  no  life  on  land.  Five  toes,  or  five 
fingers,  are  but  half  of  what  pertain  to  a  com¬ 
plete  man.  Under  the  fifth  seal  the  martyrs  are 
impatient,  hut  are  told  to  wait  yet  a  season. 
They  are  enjoying  some  of  the  fruits  of  their 
faith,  hut  their  crowns  are  deferred.  The  fifth 
vial  is  poured  upon  the  seat  of  the  beast,  but 
does  not  destroy  it  utterly.  The  virgins  were 
five  wise  and  five  foolish,  showing  that  the  one 
class  does  not  include  all  the  saved,  nor  the  other 
all  that  fail  to  enter  into  the  marriage  of  the 
Lamb. 

Six  is  the  Satanic  number.  As  the  darkest 
hour  immediately  precedes  the  dawn,  and  the 
darkest  years  are  the  last  before  the  millennial 
Sabbath,  so  the  number  immediately  preceding 
the  complete  seven  is  the  worst  of  all.  The 
sixth  body  in  the  solar  system  is  a  shattered  one. 
The  sixth  epistle  to  the  Churches  tells  of  an  hour 
of  universal  trial  and  sutfering;  the  sixth  seal 
brings  destruction  and  death ;  the  sixth  trumpet 
destroys  the  third  part  of  men ;  and  the  sixth 
vial  introduces  the  unclean  spirits  who  gather 
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tlie  kings  of  tlie  eartli  and  of  tlie  Avliole  world  to 
the  war  of  the  great  day  of  God  Aliuighty.  An- 
ticlirist’s  ninnher  is  three  sixes :  six  units,  six 
tens,  and  six  hundreds — 666 — the  individual  com-  ' 
})letiou  of  everything  evil.  And  Christ  was  cru¬ 
cified  on  the  sixth  day,  which  is  still  the  common 
execution  day,  and  is  popularly  regarded  as  the 
most  unlucky  of  the  seven. 

Seven  is  the  numher  of  dispensational  fulness. 

It  is  the  complete  in  that  which  is  temporary — 
not  the  finally  complete.  It  carries  with  it  the 
idea  of  sacredness  in  that  which  relates  to  this 
world.  It  is  the  Trinity  and  the  created  in  con¬ 
tact — the  divine  Three  with  the  worldly  four. 
Hence,  it  is  always  connected  with  whatever 
touches  the  covenant  between  man  and  God, 
worshi]),  and  the  coming  together  of  the  Creator 
and  the  creature.  Hence  the  sacred  number. 

“  The  evidences  of  this  reach  hack  to  the  very 
beginning.  We  meet  them  first  in  the  hallowing 
of  the  seventh  day,  in  pledge  and  token  of  the 
covenant  of  God  with  man,  as  indeed  in  the 
binding  up  of  seven  in  the  very  word  Sabbath.”* 
They  are  also  traceable  in  tlie  nature  and  con¬ 
firmative  power  of  an  oath,  which  is  signified 
by  a  Hebrew  word  embracing  this  number.  It 
is  a  number  which,  somehow,  occurs  in  cases 
of  union  between  God  and  man ;  in  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  holy  in  the  earthly;  in  all  expres¬ 
sions  of  the  completeness  of  any  specific  sacred 


*  Trench  on  the  Seven  Epistles. 
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order  or  time.  The  instances,  at  any  rate,  are 
too  numerous  to  mention.  The  Bible  is  full  of 
them.  And  the  Apocalypse,  which  is  the  hook 
of  the  consummation  of  all  God’s  dispensational 
dealings  with  mankind,  is,  above  all,  a  book  of 
sevens.  It  consists  of  seven  visions,  with  the 
sevenfold  ascription  of  glory  to  God  and  to 
the  Lamb,  and  discloses  to  us  the  seven  Spirits 
of  God,  the  seven  candlesticks,  the  seven  stars, 
seven  lamps  of  tire,  seven  seals,  seven  horns  and 
seven  eyes  of  the  Lamb,  seven  angels  with  seven 
trumpets,  seven  thunders,  seven  heads  of  the 
beast  and  seven  crowns  upon  those  heads,  the 
seven  plagues,  seven  vials,  seven  mountains,  and 
seven  regencies.  And  it  is  this  book  of  sevens 
because  it  is  the  book  of  the  fulness  of  every¬ 
thing  of  which  it  treats — the  Trinity’s  consum¬ 
mation  of  all  divine  dispensations.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  the  number  of  dispensational  fulness.  And 
whatever  bears  this  number,  in  the  divine  reck¬ 
oning,  is  full,  complete,  with  nothing  left  out, 
and  nothing  of  its  own  kind  to  be  added. 

Eight  is  the  number  of  new  beginning  and  res¬ 
urrection.  The  eighth  day  is  the  beginning  of 
a  new  week.  The  Jewish  child  was  circumcised 
the  eighth  day,  which  was  its  birth  into  covenant 
relations.  Xoah  was  “the  eighth  person,”  and 
his  family  consisted  of  eight,  and  they  started  the 
new  world  after  the  flood.  Christ  rose  from  the 
dead  on  the  ei2:hth  dav.  David  was  the  eischth 
son  of  Jesse,  and  he  established  a  new  order  for 
Israel.  In  the  eighth  year,  the  Jews  were  to  sow 
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the  gL'oiind  again  as  the  fresh  beginning  of  a  new 
septenary.  The  eighth  head  of  the  beast  was 
the  revival  of  tlie  seventh.  Onr  Sunday,  which 
celebrates  the  new  creation  which  began  in  the 
Saviour’s  resurrection,  is  the  eighth  day,  the  first 
of  the  new  week.  And  the  eternal  order  of 
blessedness  is  to  begin  with  the  eighth  thousand 
years  from  Adam. 

Ten  is  the  number  of  worldly  completion,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  line  of  worldly  evil.  The  great  beast 
of  worldly  power,  in  its  final  form,  has  ten  horns. 
The  body  of  man,  in  earthly  completeness,  has 
ten  fingers  and  ten  toes.  The  moral  law,  as  ap¬ 
plicable  to  man  in  this  wmrld,  has  ten  precepts. 
The  earthly  manifestations  of  Christ  after  His 
resurrection  Avere  ten.  The  tribulation  spoken 
of  to  the  Church  in  Smyrna  was  for  ten  days. 
The  lost  tribes  of  Israel  are  ten.  The  Church,  in 
its  mixed  earthly  condition  and  slumbering,  is 
represented  by  ten  virgins.  It  is  the  union  of 
the  worldly  four  and  the  Satanic  six ;  of  the  new 
eight  and  the  incomplete  tAAm;  of  the  individually 
perfect  three  and  the  dispensationally  full  seven. 

Twelve  is  the  number  of  final  completeness. 
Hence  the  tAvelve  months  in  the  year,  the  twelve 
signs  in  the  zodiac,  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel, 
the  twelve  apostles  of  the  Lamb,  the  twelve  stai’s 
in  the  crown  of  the  Avoman  clothed  with  the  sun, 
the  twelve  gates  of  the  ISTeAv  Jerusalem,  the  tAvelve 
fruits  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  &e. 

But  I  Avill  not  linger  among  these  numbers.  I 
have  said  enough  to  shoAV  that  they  have  an  im- 
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portant  significance,  rooted  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  acknowledged  in  the  Scriptures  and 
in  the  common  language  and  thinking  of  the 
great  mass  of  mankind.  They  are  not  inventions 
of  men,  but  expressions  of  God  and  His  works. 
They  also  furnish  new  and  forcible  evidence  of 
the  truthfulness  of  the  estimate  of  this  book 
which  I  have  given — to  wit :  that  it  is  the  book 
of  the  consummation — a  divine  picture  of  the 
fulness  and  winding  up  of  all  God’s  dispensations 
in  this  world.  I  have  given  more  than  was  ne¬ 
cessary  for  my  purpose,  but  I  thought  it  best  to 
give  the  connected  list.  The  text  contains  but 
one  of  these  numbers.  That  number  is  seven. 
These  Churches  are  seven.  And  if  this  number 
has  the  significance  which  I  have  assigned  it,  and 
which  seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  who  have 
looked  into  the  subject,  it  gives  us  the  key  to  the 
true  significance  of  these  Churches.  It  assigns 
to  them  the  unmistakable  character  of  complete¬ 
ness.  As  “the  seven  Spirits  which  are  before  the 
throne”  are  the  one  Holy  Spirit,  in  all  the  fulness 
and  completeness  of  His  offices  and  powers  in 
this  dispensation,  so  “the  seven  Churches”  are 
the  one  Holy  Catholic  Church,  in  all  the  amplitude 
and  completeness  of  its  being  and  history,  from 
the  time  of  the  vision  to  the  end. 

Hor  does  this  conflict  with  the  fact  that  these 
were  literal  historic  Churches,  existing,  at  the 
time  the  apostle  wrote,  at  the  places  which  I 
have  described.  They  were  Churches  of  Ephesus, 
Smyrna,  Pergamos,  &c.,  as  really  as  our  St.  John’s 
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is  a  Clinvcii  of  tliis  present  rhiladelphia.  But 
there  were  otlier  Churches  then  existins;,  at  Col- 
losse,  Antioch,  Alexandria,  Corinth,  Borne,  and 
elsewhere,  some  of  them  larger  and  more  power¬ 
ful  than  some  of  those  named.  AVliy,  then,  were 
these  not  taken  into  the  account?  Did  they  not 
need  instruction,  and  rebuke,  a)id  encouragement, 
and  Avarning,  as  well  as  the  favored  seven  ?  The 
only  explanation  is,  that  they  Avere  somehoAV  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  seA^en.  They  Avero  not  specifically 
and  locally  addressed,  because  Avhat  concerned 
their  estate,  and  the  mind  of  Christ  Avith  refer¬ 
ence  to  it,  are  endu'aced  and  expressed  in  the 
seA’eu.  In  other  Avords,  these  seven  Churches,  in 
tlieir  names,  in  their  graces,  in  their  defects,  in 
their  relations  to  Christ,  and  in  Ilis  promises  and 
threatenings  to  them  severally,  comprehend  every¬ 
thing  found  in  the  entire  Church,  as  it  then  ex¬ 
isted,  or  Avas  to  exist.  Seven,  by  common  con¬ 
sent,  is  just  the  number  to  express  this  idea. 
That  it  is  a  mere  accident  in  the  composition — a 
mere  grace  of  rhetoric,  the  more  to  interest  the 
reader  by  the  artistic  method  by  Avliich  these  mo¬ 
mentous  matters  are  handled,  I  cannot  admit. 
That  a  man  Avith  the  zeal  and  fire  of  the  apostle 
John,  standing  in  the  midst  of  the  most  stupend¬ 
ous  and  overAvhelming  scenes  ever  to  be  enacted 
on  earth,  should,  amid  it  all,  coolly  set  to  Avork 
to  elaborate  a  style,  and  round  up  his  message 
into  graceful  sections  and  harmonious  divisions, 
merely  to  entertain  the  taste  and  please  the  ima¬ 
gination  of  his  readers,  is  to  me  incomprehensible. 
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The  idea  carries  absurdity  on  its  face.  And  it  so 
sinks  the  apostle  into  the  poet,  and  the  inspired 
man  of  God  into  the  rhetorician,  and  the  direct 
words  of  Christ  into  the  fancies  of  men,  that  it 
strips  the  Apocalypse  of  that  sacredness  which  it 
claims  for  itself ;  transmutes  it  into  a  mere  reli¬ 
gious  Iliad,  or  Paradise  Lo§t,  or  Paradise  lie- 
gained,  and  places  it  before  us  as  a  hook  for 
aesthetic  criticism  and  rhetorical  study,  rather 
than,  as  it  was  meant  to  be,  a  message  from  Jesus 
to  regulate  our  faith,  and  liope,  and  life,  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  judgment  to  come,  every  word  and 
feature  of  which  is  from  God,  and  much  in  the 
very  language  of  God.  I  must,  therefore,  insist 
that  this  doctrine  of  numbers,  if  Ave  had  nothing 
else,  settles  upon  these  seven  Churches  a  repre¬ 
sentative  comprehensiveness  which  embraces  the 
entire  fulness  of  the  Church  of  all  time.* 


*  “The  seven  must  be  regarded  as  constituting  a  complex 
■whole — as  possessing  an  ideal  completeness.  Christ,  -we  feel 
sure,  could  not  have  placed  Himself  in  the  relation  which  He 
does  to  them, — -as  holding  in  His  hand  the  seven  stars,  walking 
among  the  seven  golden  candlesticks,  these  stars  being  the  an¬ 
gels  of  the  Churches,  and  the  candlesticks  the  Churches  them¬ 
selves, — unless  they  ideally  represented  and  set  forth,  in  some 
■way  or  other,  the  universal  Church  militant  here  upon  earth.” 
— Trench  on  the  Seven  Epistles,  p.  44.  - 

“  The  number  seven  is  used  throughout  the  Apocalypse  in  a 
symbolic  sense,  and  is  admitted  to  be  expressive  of  complete¬ 
ness  or  perfection.  Why  should  ‘the  seven  Churches’  be  an 
exception  to  the  rule?  Were  the  seven  local  Churches,  the 
names  of  which  are  given,  the  only  light-bearers  or  candle¬ 
sticks  ?  Did  the  light  entirely  cease  to  shine  when  these 
Asiatic  Churches  ceased  to  exist?  Let  these  seven  Churches, 
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Tliere  are,  however,  other  considerations  to 
corroborate  this  view.  One  is  found  in  the 
seven  times  repeated  admonition:  He  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  hear  irhat  the  Sjririt  saith  unto  the 
Churches.'’'’  Such  language,  seven  times  under¬ 
lined,  as  if  printed  in  tlie  largest  capitals,  has  in 
it  an  intensity  of  universality  and  urgency  beyond 
anything  in  all  the  volume  of  Scripture.  Why  is 
this?  The  whole  Apocalypse  is  encircled  with  a 
special  promise  of  blessing  to  him  that  reads  and 
keeps  it.  We  tind  it  in  the  first  verses,  and 
among  the  last ;  and  we  argue  from  it  that  there 
is  something  special  in  this  hook,  calling  for  our 
particular  attention.  And  when  we  find  this 
sevenfold  additional  admonition  affixed  to  the 
seven  epistles,  and  in  each  place  made  to  refer  to 
the  whole  seven,  what  are  we  to  gather  from  it  hut 
that,  in  the  mind  of  Jesus,  there  is  much  more  in 
these  seven  epistles  tlian  we  find  on  the  surface 
of  them,  and  that  they  apply  to  Christians  uni¬ 
versally,  and  concern  every  man,  throughout  all 
Gospel  times,  in  a  Avay  which  turns  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  these  seven  particular  Churches  into  types 


or  candlesticks,  be  regarded  as  a  sevenfold  or  perfect  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  one  Church,  in  its  responsibilit}’  to  Christ  as 
Ilis  light-bearer  or  witness  before  the  world,  and  we  have  an 
interpretation  at  once  consistent  with  the  entire  character  of 
the  book,  and  sufScient  to  account  for  the  selection  of  seven 
local  Churches,  the  divers  states  of  which  furnish  what  was 
needed  for  this  sevenfold  or  perfect  view  of  the  whole  profess¬ 
ing  bodjw” — Plain  Papers,  p.  418- 

“  The  number  seven  in  the  Scriptures  denotes  something  uni¬ 
versal  and  complete.” — Lather  [see  W alch' s Luther ,  ix.  2063). 
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and  images  of  the  Church  general  in  its  entire- 
uess  of  membership  and  history?  Admit  that 
these  epistles  contain  a  panoramic  outline  of  the 
whole  visible  Church,  as  that  Church  and  her 
deeds  appear  in  the  light  of  the  throne  of  God, 
and  this  vehemencj,  the  scope  and  intensity  of 
which  cannot  be  exaggerated,  is  at  once  explained. 
If,  in  dealing  with  these  epistles,  every  man,  of 
every  age,  has  a  divine  thermometer  whereby  to 
tell  exactly  where  he  or  his  Church  stands  in 
Christ’s  judgment,  and  one  constructed  and  de¬ 
livered  to  him  from  Christ  himself  for  this  spe¬ 
cific  purpose,  then  this  fulness  and  unlimitedness 
of  urgency  is  comprehensible  and  fitting ;  but  on 
an}’  other  assumption,  it  degenerates  into  mere 
poetry  and  rhetoric.  And  as  I  am  bound  to 
believe  that  Christ’s  words,  so  solemnly  and  sig¬ 
nificantly  given,  are  entitled  to  all  the  fulness  of 
meaning  of  which  they  are  capable,  I  must  con¬ 
clude,  from  this  sevenfold  charge-  concerning 
these  seven  epistles,  that  these  seven  Churches 
of  Asia,  as  here  described,  wei’e  meant  to  be 
paradigmatic  of  the  whole  Church,  every  Church, 
and  every  member  of  the  Church,  and  Christ’s 
judgment  of  them,  then  and  thereafter,  up  to 
and  inclusive  of  His  final  apportionment  of  re¬ 
wards  and  punishments  to  each. 

The  same  may  be  argued  from  the  word  mys¬ 
tery,  as  applied  to  these  Churches  and  their 
angels.  It  intimates,  from  the  start,  that  there  is 
something  more  intended  than  is  seen  upon  the 
surface ;  and  what  that  something  is,  we  find  in 
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the  view  I  have  given.  And,  indeed,  the  nature 
of  the  vision  in  whicli  John  received  these  epis¬ 
tles,  assumes  tliat  not  these  seven  Churches  alone, 
hut  in  them  the  entire  Church,  is  to  be  contem¬ 
plated.  The  angels  of  other  Churches,  and  other 
ages,  are  as  much  stars  in  Christ’s  right  hand  as 
these  seven,  and  why  should  we  think  to  leave 
them  out  of  tlie  solemn  representation  ? 

These  seven  Churches,  then,  besides  l)eing  lit¬ 
eral  historical  Churches,  stand  for  the  entire 
Christian  body,  in  all  periods  of  its  history.  But 
how,  or  in  what  respects?  Upon  this  point,  let 
me  add  a  wonl  or  two  l)efore  I  close. 

In  the  first  })]ace,  the  seven  Churches  represent 
seven  phases  or  periods  in  the  Church’s  history, 
stretching  from  the  time  of  the  apostles  to  the 
coming  again  of  Christ,  the  characteristics  of 
which  are  set  forth  partly  in  the  names  of  these 
Churches,  but  more  fully  in  tlie  epistles  addressed 
to  them.  There  has  been  an  Ephesian  period — a 
period  of  warmth  and  love  and  hihor  for  Christ, 
dating  directly  from  the  apostles,  in  which  defec¬ 
tion  began  l)y  the  gradual  cooling  of  the  love  of 
some,  the  false  professions  of  others,  and  the  in¬ 
coming  of  undue  exaltations  of  the  clergy  and 
Church  offices.  Then  came  the  Smyrna  period — 
the  era  of  martyrdom,  and  of  the  sweet  savor 
unto  God  of  faithfulness  unto  death,  but  marked 
with  further  developments  of  defection  in  the 
establishment  of  castes  and  orders,  the  license 
of  Jndaizing  propensities,  and  consequent  depart¬ 
ures  from  the  true  simplicities  of  the  Gospel. 
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Then  followed  the  Pergamiie  period,  in  Avliicli 
true  faith  more  and  more  disappeared  from  A’ieAv, 
and  clericalism  gradually  formed  itself  into  a 
system,  and  the  Church  united  Avith  the  AAmrld, 
and  Babylon  began  to  rear  itself  aloft.  Then 
came  the  Thyatiran  period — the  age  of  purple 
and  glory  for  the  corrupt  priesthood,  and  of 
darkness  for  the  truth ;  the  age  of  etfeminacy  and 
clerical  domination,  AA’hen  the  Church  usurped 
the  place  of  Christ,  and  the  AAutnesses  of  Jesus 
AA’ere  giA^en  to  dungeons,  stakes  and  inquisitions; 
the  age  of  the  enthronement  of  the  false  pro¬ 
phetess,  reaching  to  the  days  of  Luther  and  the 
Reformation.  Then  came  the  Sardian  period — 
the  age  of  separation  and  return  to  the  rule  of 
Christ;  the  age  of  comparatwe  freedom  from 
Baalam  and  his  doctrines,  from  the  Xicolaitans 
and  their  tenets,  from  Jezebel  and  her  fornica¬ 
tions  ;  an  age  of  many  AA’orthy  names,  hut  marked 
with  deadness  Avithal,  and  haA'ing  much  of  AA'hich 
to  repent;  an  age  coA^ering  the  spiritual  lethargy 
of  the  Protestant  centuries  before  the  great  CA’an- 
gelical  moA’ements  of  the  last  hundred  years, 
AA’hich  brought  us  the  Philadelphian  era,  marked 
by  a  closer  adherence  to  the  AA’ritten  word,  and 
more  fraternity  among  Christians,  but  uoaa^  ra¬ 
pidly  giA’ing  place  to  Laodicean  lukeAvarmness, 
self-sufficiency,  empty  profession,  and  false  peace, 
in  Avhich  the  day  of  judgment  is  to  find  the  un¬ 
thinking  multitude  Avho  suppose  they  are  Chris¬ 
tians  and  are  not. 

The  details  in  these  outlines  I  leave  till  we 
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corae  to  tlie  more  direct  exposition  of  the  epistles 
themselves,  hut  will  yet  ohservc,  on  this  point, 
that  everything  which  marks  one  of  these  periods 
jiertains  also,  in  a  lower  degree,  to  every  period. 
It  is  sim})ly  the  predominance,  and  greater  or 
less  vigor,  of  one  element  at  ojie  time,  which  dis¬ 
tinguishes  the  seven  ems  from  each  other.  The 
seven  periods,  in  other  Avords,  coexist  in  every 
period,  as  Avell  as  in  succession,  only  that  in  one 
period  the  one  is  })rcdominant,  and  in  another 
the  other. 

In  the  next  place,  the  seven  Churches  repre¬ 
sent  seven  varieties  of  Christians,  both  true  and 
false.  Ec^ery  professor  of  Christiaiuty  is  either 
an  Ephesian  in  his  religious  cpialities,  a  Smyrna- 
otc,  a  Porgamite,  a  Tliyatiran,  a  Sardian,  a  Phil¬ 
adelphian,  or  a  Laodicean.  It  is  of  these  seven 
sorts  that  the  whole  Church  is  made  up,  the  seve¬ 
ral  marks  and  chai-acteristics  of  each  of  Avhich 
Avill  ho  hrought  out  hereafter. 

hior  are  A\"e  t(A  look  for  one  sort  in  one  period, 
or  in  one  denomination,  only.  Every  age,  every 
denomination,  and  nearlj^  every  congregation, 
contains  specimens  of  each.  As  all  the  elements 
of  the  ocean  are  to  he  found,  in  more  or  less  dis¬ 
tinctness,  in  every  drop  from  tlie  ocean,  so  every 
community  of  Christian  professors  has  some  of 
all  the  varied  classes  Avhich  make  up  Christendom 
at  large.  One  may  ahound  most  in  Ephesians, 
another  in  8myrnaotes,  another  in  Thyatirans, 
and  others  in  other  ki)ids;  hut  Ave  shall  hardly 
1)0  at  a  loss  to  tind  all  in  all.  There  are  Protest- 
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ant  Papists,  and  Papistical  Protestants;  sectarian 
anti-sectarians,  and  partyists  who  are  not  schism¬ 
atics;  holy  ones  in  the  midst  of  ahonnding  defec¬ 
tion  and  apostasy,  and  unholy  ones  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  earnest  and  active  faith;  light  in 
dark  places,  and  darkness  in  the  midst  of  light. 

I  thus  find  the  seven  Churches  in  every  Church, 
giving  to  these  Epistles  a  directness  of  application 
to  ourselves,  and  to  professing  Christians  of  every 
age,  of  the  utmost  solemnity  and  importance. 
They  tell  what  Christ’s  judgment  of  each  of  us 
is,  and  what  we  each  may  expect  in  the  great  day 
of  His  coming.  In  every  age,  and  in  every  con¬ 
gregation,  Christ  is  walking  among  His  Churches, 
with  open,  fiaming  eyes;  and  these  epistles  give 
us  His  opinion  of  what  His  all-revealing  glance 
discovers.  And  as  we  would  know  where  we 
stand,  and  what  we  may  expect  when  this  Apo¬ 
calypse  is  fulfilled,  let  us  carefully  examine,  and 
pray  God  to  help  us  to  the  true  understanding  of, 
these  special  summaries  of  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  Churches. 
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THE  SEVEN  EPISTLES — A  DISTINCT  AND  INVITING  DEPAKT- 
MENT  OF  SACKED  LITERATURE — STRANGELY  NEGLECTED  BY 
THE  CHURCH  —  EACH  EMBRACES  SEVEN  PARTS  —  THEIR 
TEACHINGS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PARTICULAR  CHURCHES 
ADDRESSED — CHRIST  REMEMBERS  HIS  PEOPLE — SPEAKS  TO 
THEM  THROUGH  THEIR  MINISTERS — THE  MORAL  STATE  OF 
THE  PRIMITIVE  CHURCHES — THE  IMPORTANCE  ASSIGNED  TO 
THE  PRACTICAL  IN  RELIGION — CHRIST’S  USE  OF  THE  DOC¬ 
TRINE  OF  THE  SECOND  ADVENT — THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  RE¬ 
DEEMED. 


Rev.  Chaps.  2-.3.  (Revised  Text.) — To  the  angel  of  the  Church 
in  Ephesus  write  :  These  things  saith  lie  that  holdeth  the  seven  stars 
in  his  right  hand,  who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  candlesticks 
of  gold  :  I  know  thy  work.s,  and  thy  labor,  and  thy  endurance,  and 
that  thou  canst  not  bear  those  who  are  evil,  and  hast  tried  those  who 
say  they  are  apostles  and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them  false,  and  hast 
endurance,  and  didst  bear  for  my  name,  and  hast  not  fainted.  Never¬ 
theless,  I  have  against  thee  that  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love.  Remem¬ 
ber,  therefore,  whence  thou  hast  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  first 
works  ;  otherwise  I  am  coming  unto  thee,  and  will  remove  thy  can¬ 
dlestick  out  of  its  place,  if  thou  dost  not  repent.  But  this  thou  hast, 
that  thou  hatest  the  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitanes,  which  I  also  hate.  He 
that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches. 
To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is 
in  the  paradise  of  my  God. 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Smyrna  write  :  These  things 
saith  the  first  and  the  last,  who  became  dead  and  revived  :  I  know 
thy  tribulation,  and  thy  poverty  (nevertheless  thou  art  rich),  and  [I 
know]  thy  reproach  from  those  who  say  they  are  Jews  and  are  not, 
but  [are]  Satan's  synagogue.  Fear  not  the  things  which  thou  art 

(  ) 
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about  to  suffer :  behold,  indeed,  the  devil  is  about  to  cast  [some]  of 
you  into  prison,  that  ye  may  be  tried,  and  ye  shall  have  tribulation 
ten  days:  be  faithful  unto  [the  endurance  of]  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  the  crown  of  life.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches.  He  that  overcometh  shall  not  be 
hurt  of  the  second  death 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Pergamos  write  :  These  ihing.s 
saith  He  which  hath  the  sharp  .‘^word  wiih  two  edges  :  I  know  where 
thou  dwellest,  [even]  where  Satan's  throne  [is],  and  thou  boldest  fast 
my  name,  and  didst  not  deny  the  faiih  of  me.  even  in  the  days  of 
Antipas  my  witness,  my  faithful  one.  who  was  slain  among  you.  where 
Satan  dwelleth.  Nevertheless.  I  have  against  thee  a  few  things, 
[that]  thou  hast  there  those  who  hold  the  teaching  of  Balaam,  who 
taught  Balak  to  put  a  stumbling-block  ran  occasion  of  sin)  before  the 
sons  of  Israel,  to  eat  things  offered  to  idols,  and  to  commit  fornica¬ 
tion.  So  thou  thyself  also  hast  those  who  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  Nico- 
laitanes  in  like  manner.  Repent,  therefore,  otherwise  I  am  coming  to 
thee  quickly,  and  will  make  war  with  them  with  the  sword  of  my 
mouth.  lie  that  hath  an  ear.  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto 
the  Churches.  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  of  the  hidden 
manna,  and  I  will  give  to  him  a  white  stone  [a  blight  gem],  and  on 
the  stone  a  new  name  written  [engraved],  which  no  one  knoweth 
saving  he  that  receiveth  it. 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Thyatira  write  :  These  things 
saith  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  his  eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  his  feet 
like  unto  fine  brass  :  I  know  thy  works,  and  charity,  and  faith,  and 
service,  and  thy  endurance,  and  thy  last  works  [to  be]  more  than  the 
first.  Notwithstanding,  I  have  against  thee  that  thou  suffere.'t  thy 
wife  Jezebel,  who  calleth  herself  a  prophetess,  and  teaeheth  and  lead- 
eth  astray  my  servants  to  commit  fornication,  and  to  eat  things  sacri¬ 
ficed  unto  idols.  And  I  gave  her  time  that  she  should  repent,  and 
she  is  not  minded  to  repent  of  her  fornication.  Behold.  I  cast  her 
iuiO  a  bed  [of  sickness,  torment  or  perdition],  and  those  who  commit 
adultery  with  her  into  great  tribulation,  if  they  do  not  repent  of  her 
works.  And  her  children  will  I  slay  with  death  ;  and  all  the  Churches 
shall  know  that  I  am  He  who  searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts;  and  I 
will  give  to  every  one  of  you  according  to  your  works.  But  unto  you 
who  are  the  remnant  in  Thyatira.  as  many  as  have  not  this  teaching, 
who  have  not  known  the  depths,  as  they  speak,  ([depths]  of  Satan),  I 
put  not  upon  you  any  other  burden  :  only  that  which  ye  have  hold  fast 
till  I  come.  And  he  that  overcometh,  and  he  that  keepeth  my  works 
unto  the  end,  to  him  will  I  give  authority  over  the  nations ;  and  he 
shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  [sceptre]  of  iron ;  as  the  vessels  of  earthen- 
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ware  shall  they  be  broken  to  shivers  ;  as  I  also  received  from  my 
Father;  and  I  will  give  to  him  the  morning  star.  He  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches. 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Sardis  write  :  These  things  saith 
He  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God.  and  the  seven  stars  :  I  know 
thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name  that  thou  livest,  and  art  dead.  Be 
watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things  that  remain,  that  were  about  to 
die  ;  for  I  have  not  found  thy  works  complete  in  the  sight  of  my  God. 
Remember,  therefore,  bow  thou  hast  received  and  heardest,  and  ob¬ 
serve  and  repent.  If,  therefore,  thou  dost  not  watch,  I  will  arrive 
over  thee  as  .a.  thief,  and  thou  shalt  not  by  any  means  know  at  what 
hour  I  will  arrive  over  thee.  Nevertheless,  thou  hast  a  few  names  in 
Sardis  which  b.ave  not  defiled  their  garments;  and  th“y  shall  walk 
with  me  in  white,  for  they  are  worthy.  He  th.at  overcometh  thus, 
shall  be  clothed  in  white  raiment,  and  I  will  not  by  any  means  wijie 
out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  will  confess  his  name  in  the 
presence  of  my  Father  and  in  the  presence  of  His  angels.  He  that 
hath  an  ear,  let  him  bear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches. 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Philadelphia  write  :  These  things 
saith  the  Holy  [One],  the  True,  lie  that  hath  the  key  of  David  [of 
Hades?  comp.  1  :  18],  AVho  opsneth  and  no  one  shall  shut,  Who  shut- 
teth  and  no  one  shall  open  ;  I  know  thy  works;  behold,  I  have  given 
before  thee  a  door  opened,  which  no  one  is  able  to  shut;  bec.ause  thou 
hast  a  little  strength,  didst  keep  my  word,  and  didst  not  deny  my 
name.  Behold,  I  give  [those]  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  who  .say 
they  are  Jews  and  are  not,  but  do  lie,  behold,  I  will  make  them  that 
they  shall  come  and  shall  do  homage  before  thy  feet,  and  that  they 
may  know  that  I  loved  thee.  Because  thou  didst  keep  my  word  of 
patient  endurance,  I  also  will  keep  thee  out  of  the  hour  of  temptation 
(Ihe  appointed  season  of  sore  trial]  which  is  about  to  come  upon  the 
whiile  world,  to  try  those  who  dwell  upon  the  earth,  I  am  coming 
quickly  ;  hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,  that  no  one  take  thy  crown. 
He  lhat  overcometh.  him  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my 
God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more  out  of  it  ;  and  I  will  write  upon  him 
the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God,  the  new 
Jerusalem  ndrieb  cometh  down  out  of  the  heaven  from  my  God,  and 
mine  own  new  name.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches. 

And  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  of  Laodieeans  write  ;  These  things 
saith  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witness,  the  Beginning  [Head 
Prince]  of  the  creation  of  God  :  I  know  thy  work.s,  that  thou  art  nei¬ 
ther  cold  nor  hot;  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then  because 
thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  am  about  to  spue  thee 
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out  of  my  mouth.  Because  thou  sayest,  I  am  rich,  and  increased 
with  goods,  and  have  need  in  nothing,  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art 
the  wretched  and  the  pitiable  [one],  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  ; 
I  counsel  thee  to  buy  from  me  gold  refined  out  of  the  fire,  that  thou 
mayest  be  rich  ;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and 
[that]  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  be  not  made  manifest ;  and  eye- 
salve  to  anoint  thine  eyes,  that  thou  mayest  see.  As  many  as  I  love, 
I  rebuke  and  chasten;  be  zealous,  therefore,  and  repent.  Behold,  I 
stand  at  the  door  and  knock  ;  if  any  one  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the 
door,  I  will  enter  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  shall  sup 
with  me.  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  sit  with  me  on  my 
throne,  as  I  also  overcame  and  sat  down  with  my  Father  on  His 
throne. 


TIST  the  second  and  third  chapters  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse,  upon  which  we  now  enter,  we  find  a 
distinct  and  unique  section  of  sacred  literature, 
which  the  learned  and  devout  Dr.  Beugel  used  to 
commend,  above  everything,  to  the  study  espe¬ 
cially  of  young  ministers.  We  call  the  contents 
of  these  chapters  Epistles;  hut  they  are  not  so 
much  messages  from  an  absent  Lord  as  sentences 
of  a  present  Judge,  engaged  in  the  solemn  act  of 
inspection  and  decision. 

There  is  much  pertaining  to  these  sentences  to 
recommend  them  to  the  particular  attention  of 
Christians.  They  are  a  prominent  and  vital  part 
of  the  Apocalypse,  which  pronounces  special  be¬ 
nedictions  upon  its  attentive  readers  and  hearers. 
Like  the  parables,  they  consist  exclusively  of 
Christ’s  own  words,  and  are  the  very  last  which 
we  have  directly  from  Him.  The}"  are,  perhaps, 
the  only  unabridged  records  of  His  addresses  in 
our  possession.  They  are  most  impressively  in¬ 
troduced,  and  so  dii’ectly  addressed  as  to  beget 
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the  idea  tliat  they  are  sometliiiig  of  unusual  so¬ 
lemnity  and  importance.  They  are  also  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  seven  times  repeated  entreaty  and 
comuiand  to  hear  what  is  said  in  them.  And  yet 
there  is  not  another  portion  of  Scripture,  of  equal 
extent  and  conspicuity,  to  which  so  little  attention 
lias  l)een  paid.  Strange  to  say,  the  Church  has 
nowhere  included  these  Epistles  in  the  lessons 
prescribed  to  he  read  in  the  public  services,  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  secondary  and  very  remote  manner.  In 
tlie  Church  of  England,  Archbishop  Trench  re¬ 
marks  that  it  is  impossible,  if  the  canons  of  the 
Church  he  followed,  for  these  Epistles  ever  to  be 
read  in  the  public  services.*  Though  so  speci- 
ficall}-  and  urgently  addressed  to  the  Churches, 
it  would  seem  as  if  there  had  been  some  gene¬ 
ral  concert  to  prevent  them  from  being  seen  or 
heard. 

Exposition  is  also  remarkably  barren  with  re¬ 
spect  to  these  Epistles.  Though  in  every  way 
marked  as  of  equal  account  with  the  parables, 
they  have  not  received  a  tithe  of  the  attention. 
We  have  hundreds  of  disquisitions  on  other  spe¬ 
cial  discourses  of  the  Saviour,  where  it  would  be 

*  “  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  that  wliile  every  chap¬ 
ter  of  every  other  book  of  the  New  Testament  is  set  forth  to 
be  read  in  the  Church,  and,  wherever  there  is  daily  service,  is 
read  in  the  Church,  tliree  times  in  the  year,  and  some,  or  por¬ 
tions  of  some,  oftener,  while  even  of  the  Apocalj’pse  itself 
two  chapters  aiid  portions  of  others  have  been  admitted  into 
the  service,  tnulcr  no  circuiyisiances  whatever  can  the  second  and 
third  chapters  ever  he  heard  in  the  c-ongrer/atio7i.’' — Epist.  to  the 
Seoen  Ctiurchcs,  j).  10. 
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difficult  to  find  tens  devoted  to  tliese,  His  last  and 
most  solemn,  dictated  from  heaven,  superscribed 
with  His  own  marvellous  attestations,  and  urged 
upon  all  hy  the  sevenfold  admonition  to  hear  and 
ponder  what  they  contain.  Even  writers  on  the 
Apocalypse  itself,  in  very  many  instances,  have 
passed  these  Epistles  with  hardly  a  word  of  re¬ 
mark.  Erroneously  assigning  to  them  nothing 
hut  what  concerned  the  particular  Churches 
named,  and  mistakenly  commencing  the  Apoca- 
lypse  proper  only  Avith  the  fourth  or  sixth  chap¬ 
ter,  writers  on  prophecy  have  thought  they  had 
no  occasion  to  deal  with  these  divine  letters,  and 
have  generally  passed  them  hy,  to  the  utter  dis¬ 
comfiture  of  their  attempts,  without  them,  to  un¬ 
derstand  or  expound  this  book. 

I  have  already  indicated  tlie  manner  in  which 
the  seven  Churches  are  to  be  viewed.  They 
were  literal  historical  Churches,  existing  at  the 
time  John  wrote,  hut,  at  the  same  time,  repre¬ 
sentative  and  comprehensive  of  all  other  Churches 
of  all  nations,  places  and  ages — a  complete  sam¬ 
ple  of  the  whole  body,  in  the  entirety  of  its  cha¬ 
racter  and  career.  And  it  is  the  same  Avith 
reference  to  these  seven  Epistles.  They  are  nei¬ 
ther  exactly  nor  only  prophetic.  They  Avere 
really  messages  to  these  particular  Churches,  in 
vieAA"  of  their  several  conditions,  to  stir  them  up 
to  hold  fast  AAdiat  was  right,  and  to  amend  what 
Avas  Avrong,  as  also  all  other  Churches  in  like 
conditions.  But  as  the  seA'cn  Churches  Avere 
representative  and  inclusive  of  the  entire  Church, 
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these  Epistles  also  give  Christ’s  judgment  of  the 
entire  Church,  and  are  necessarily  antici];)ative 
of  its  entire  history.  In  other  words,  they  give 
us,  from  the  beginning,  the  exact  picture  of  the 
whole  history  of  the  Church,  as  that  history, 
when  finished,  shall  present  itself  to  the  mind  of 
Christ  as  he  contemplates  it  from  the  judgment 
seat,  which  is  really  the  point  from  which  every¬ 
thing  presented  in  the  Apocalypse  is  viewed. 
We  may  therefore  read  in  them  what  was  in  the 
beginning,  and  wliat  the  career  of  the  Church 
has  been  since,  and  will  he  to  the  end. 

The  number  of  these  Epistles  is  seven ^  coiTe- 
spondiug  with  the  number  of  the  Churches. 
Each  one  also  embraces  seven  distinct  parts : 
first,  an  address;  second,  a  citation  of  some  one 
or  more  of  the  sublime  attributes  of  the  Speaker; 
third,  an  assertion  of  His  complete  knowledge  of 
the  sphere,  duties  and  doings  of  the  persons  ad¬ 
dressed;  fourth,  a  description  of  the  state  of 
each,  with  such  interspersions  of  praise  and*  pro¬ 
mise,  or  censure  and  admonition,  as  the  case, 
required;  fifth,  an  allusion  to  His  promised 
coming,  and  the  character  it  will  assume  to  the 
persons  described ;  sixth,  a  universal  command 
to  hear;  and  seventh,  a  special  promise  to  the 
ultimate  victor.  In  the  last  four,  the  order  of 
succession  is  varied  from  the  first  three,  and  the 
call  to  attention  is  there  put  after  the  promise  “to 
him  that  overcometh;  ”  but  in  each  these  seven 
parts  may  be  distinguished,  showing  that  there 
is  a  completeness  and  fulness  about  the  whole, 
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which  will  not  admit  of  their  being  contined  in 
their  signification  to  the  few  particular  congrega¬ 
tions  to  which  they  were  originally  addressed. 

But  without  descending  into  all  the  particulars? 
I  propose  to  note  briefly  some  of  the  teachings  of 
these  Epistles,  considered — 

1.  Ix  RELATIOX  TO  THE  PARTICULAR  ChURCHES 
ADDRESSED. 

II.  Ix  RELATION  TO  THE  ENTIRE  ChURCH  REPRE¬ 
SENTED. 

1.  The  first  Churches  were  very  obscure  assem¬ 
blies,  without  badges  save  their  common  adher¬ 
ence  to  Christ  and  obedience  to  his  Gospel,  and 
their  congregation  in  quiet,  if  not  in  secrecy, 
around  the  altars  of  a  simple  worship.  They 
were  unnoticed  by  the  great  world,  in  the  midst 
of  which  they  were  planted,  or  were  observed 
only  to  be  despised.  But,  neglected  or  perse¬ 
cuted  on  earth,  we  see  from  these  Epistles  that 
they  were  considered  in  heaven,  and  had  the 
very  first  place  in  the  blessed  Saviour’s  regard. 
Wonderful  doings  among  the  potencies  of  this 
world  were  about  to  take  place.  Seals  were  to 
be  opened,  at  which  the  heavens  should  shake,  the 
sun  be  darkened,  the  stars  fall,  and  mountains 
and  islands  move  from  their  places.  Trumpets 
were  to  be  blown,  which  should  turn  the  very 
rains  to  hail,  fire  and  blood,  open  the  pit,  and  fill 
the  earth  with  woe.  Battles  were  to  be  fought, 
in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  vials  of  wrath  emp¬ 
tied,  and  scenes  enacted  over  which  heaven 
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should  shout  hallelujali.  But  in  advance  of  all, 
and  above  all,  the  mind  of  the  gi-eat  Judge  was 
on  Ilis  little  companies  of  believers,  and  to  them 
lie  gave  Ilis  tirst  attention.  “Write,”  said  lie, 
“and  send  to  the  seven  Churches.” 

2.  But  when  we  come  to  inspect  what  is  writ¬ 
ten,  we  lind  all  addressed  to  the  ministers  in 
charge  of  these  Churches.  Each  Epistle  is  writ¬ 
ten  to  ‘■‘■the  anycl  of  the  Church.”  What  is  writ¬ 
ten  we  know  to  be  meant  not  for  him  alone,  for 
the  command  is  to  every  one  to  hear  “what  the 
Spirit  saith  to  the  Churches but  we  thus  en¬ 
counter  an  item  of  ecclesiastical  order,  binding 
up  tliese  congregations  very  closely  with  their 
pastors,  and  their  pastors  with  them.  This  is 
important.  It  shows  that  there  is  a  ministry — an 
official  order — in  the  Christian  Church,  which  as¬ 
signs  one  angel  to  one  congregation,  and  makes 
him  its  representative  and  head.  The  method 
by  which  these  officers  succeeded  to  their  places, 
or  the  precise  extent  of  their  functions  and  au¬ 
thority,  is  not  defined.  Neither  is  it  denied,  that 
what  pertained  preeminently  to  them  also  be¬ 
longed  subordinately  to  tlie  whole  company  of 
believers.  But  a  special  ndnisterial  appointment 
is  recognized,  as  part  of  tlie  sacred  economy,  the 
proper  life,  and  the  wholesome  ongoing  of  the 
Church,  and  which  no  power  on  earth  may  dis¬ 
turb  without  insurrection  against  God,  and  inva¬ 
sion  of  the  dignity  of  our  Lord.  This  is  a  doc¬ 
trine  from  which,  indeed,  many  deplorable  abuses 
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have  sprung  (of  which  we  will  have  occasion  to 
take  notice),  and  on  account  of  which  some  have 
rejected  it  as  not  of  God.  But  it  is  a  true  doc¬ 
trine  of  our  holy  religion,  and,  in  its  legitimate 
relations,  enters  essentially  into  the  system  which 
Christ  has  himself  ordained  for  the  bringing  of 
souls  to  eternal  life, 

3.  From  this  peculiarity  iu  these  Epistles,  we 
may  also  trace  something  of  the  nature  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  ministerial  office.  It  is  not  a 
lordship,  but  a  service ;  not  a  service  to  be  com¬ 
manded  of  man,  but  of  God.  It  is  the  business 
of  the  angel  to  hear  for  the  Church,  receive  for 
the  Church,  and  to  answer  for  the  Church,  which 
has  been  committed  to  his  care.  lie  is  its  chief, 
its  guardian,  its  watchman,  the  under-shepherd 
of  the  flock.  He  is  to  receive  the  word  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord,  and  at  the  hands  of  His  in¬ 
spired  servants,  and  to  present  it  faithfully  to  his 
people,  and  to  see  that  it  is  accepted,  observed 
and  obeyed  according  to  the  true  intent  of  its 
divine  Author.  Christ  sends  His  Revelation  to 
these  angels  above  all,  and  looks  to  them  for  the 
right  ordering  of  His  Churches.  To  them  He 
addresses  His  judgments.  His  rebukes,  and  His 
directions,  as  if  the  whole  estate  of  the  Churches 
were  wrapped  up  in  them,  and  they  alone  re¬ 
sponsible  for  that  estate.  And  so  far  as  they 
keep  themselves  to  their  true  sphere  and  work, 
whosoever  heareth  them  heareth  Him,  and  he 
that  despiseth  them  despiseth  Him. 
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4.  But  these  Epistles  show  us  more  particularly 
what  was  the  moral  condition  of  the  primitive 
Churches.  Nor  is  the  exhibition  what  we  would 
perhaps  have  expected.  Churches  founded  and 
instructed  hy  apostles,  and  ministered  unto  hy 
those  who  were  the  pupils  of  the  apostles,  ap¬ 
pointed  under  apostolic  supervision,  we  would 
think  to  find  models  of  every  excellence,  and 
pure  and  free  from  the  evils,  heresies  and  defec¬ 
tions  of  later  periods.  But  these  Epistles  show 
that  the  Churches  tlien  were  much  like  the 
Churches  now,  and  of  all  ages :  that  is,  inter- 
minglings  of  good  and  had,  and  as  full  of  the 
workings  of  depravity  as  of  the  fruits  of  a  true 
faith.  There  was  much  to  commend,  hut  quite 
as  much  to  censure.  There  were  worthy  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  Most  High,  whose  conver¬ 
sation  was  in  heaven  ;  hut  many  more  whose  love 
had  cooled,  whose  hearts  were  in  the  world,  who 
had  a  name  to  live  hut  were  dead,  and  esteemed 
tliemselves  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
needing  nothing,  not  knowing  that  they  were 
wretclied,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked.  ACith  five  out  of  the  seven,  Christ 
finds  serious  fault;  and  in  one  of  these  five,  He 
limls  nothiug  whatever  to  commend.  Two  alone 
pass  the  solemn  inspection,  and  they  in  contact 
with  elements  which  He  quite  condemns. 

The  first  and  ]nost  distinguished  was  that  of 
Ephesus.  This  Church  was  characterized  hy 
strong  impulse  toward  God,  earnestness,  and 
zeal,  and  yet  with  a  giving  way  in  these  qualities 
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from  what  they  were  at  first.  This  is  signified 
in  the  word  tipsaiz,  which  thus  exactly  fits  to  the 
description.  lie  who  holds  the  seven  stars,  and 
walks  in  the  midst  of  the  candlesticks,  found  in 
Ephesus  w'orks,  labor,  endurance,  steadfast  oppo¬ 
sition  to  evil,  faithfulness  and  firmness  in  disci¬ 
pline,  cheerfulness  in  bearing  any  burden  for 
Christ’s  sake,  and  a  just  hatred  of  deeds  and 
pi’actices  which  Christ  also  hates.  But  He  found 
there  also  this  defect,  which  called  for  repent¬ 
ance  and  return  to  first  works,  if  they  would  not 
be  unchurched  entirely :  namely,  that  they  had 
left  their  first  love.  There  is  such  a  thing  as 
having  and  exercising  a  sharp  penetration  into 
the  true  and  the  false,  a  correctness  of  judgment 
in  sacred  things,  a  zealous  and  self-sacrificing 
devotion  to  the  right  and  true,  and  an  earnest- 
minded  severance  from  false  apostles  and  all  evil¬ 
doers,  and  yet  being  without  that  warmth  and 
purity  of  love  which  is  the  first  impulse  in  the 
breast  of  young  disciples,  and  without  which, 
well  cherished  and  kept  in  vigorous  life,  there  is 
unfitness  to  meet  the  judgment  or  to  stand  in  it. 
And  this  was  the  sorry  fault  of  the  Church  of 
Ephesus.  Of  course,  it  was  not  the  estate  of 
eveiy  particular  member  that  is  thus  described. 
There  were  Smyrnaotes  and  Philadelphians  in 
Ephesus  also ;  but  their  number  was  few,  and  the 
prevailing  characteristic  of  the  whole  together 
was  great  zeal  for  truth  and  right,  with  a  love  in 
fatal  decline. 

Smyrna  is  a  word  three  times  translated  in  the 
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New  Testament.  (Matt.  2:11;  Mark  15:23; 
John  19  :  30.)  It  signifies  myrrh,  an  aromatic 
exudation  from  a  thorny  tree,  which  furnished 
one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  holy  ointment,  and 
was  used  hy  the  ancients  in  embalming  the  dead. 
It  had  associated  with  it  the  idea  of  something 
grateful  to  God,  and  connected  also  with  death 
and  resurrection.  It  well  describes  a  Church 
]»ersecuted  unto  death,  and  lying  embalmed  in 
the  precious  spices  of  its  sufierings,  such  as  the 
Church  of  Smyrna  was.  It  was  the  Church  of 
Myrrh,  or  bitterness,  and  yet  agreeable  and  pre¬ 
cious  unto  the  Lord,  holy  in  the  midst  of  its  tri¬ 
bulations,  and  full  of  blessed  hopes  for  the  world 
to  which  the  resurrection  is  to  bring  the  saints. 
Nothing  of  complaint  is  said  of  this  Church;  but 
neither  are  any  special  works  or  achievements 
enumerated  to  its  praise,  whilst  the  presence  of 
an  evil  synagogue  is  affirmed.  A  poor  Church, 
in  the  midst  of  persecution  and  sutfering,  cannot 
he  expected  to  do  much.  To  endure  steadfastly 
is,  then,  all  that  can  he  looked  for,  and  is  worthy 
of  highest  commendation.  From  two  sources 
did  these  troubles  spring:  from  blaspheming 
Jews,  and  from  intolerant  Pagans;  both  actuated 
l)y  the  devil.  When  Poly  carp  was  tried  and 
martyred  (whom  some  regard  as  the  angel  of  the 
Church  here  addressed),  we  are  told  that  the 
Jews  joined  with  the  heathen  in  clamoring  for 
the  good  bishop’s  destruction,  and  were  the  most 
forward  in  bringing  the  i'uel  for  the  fire  which 
consumed  him.  These  Jews  were  hlas])heniers, 
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in  the  enmity  and  contempt  which  they  felt  and 
enacted  against  Christ  and  Ilis  people ;  and  they 
were  false  Jews,  and  a  mere  Satanic  synagogue, 
because  of  that  blasphemy.  “For  he  is  not  a 
Jew  which  is  one  outwardly;  but  he  is  a  Jew 
who  is  one  inwardly.”  It  was  thus  a  two-horned 
Antichrist  by  which  this  little  Church  was  gored, 
bereft,  oppressed  and  trampled;  a  Church  desti¬ 
tute,  powerless,  crushed,  hut  rich  in  divine  grace, 
pleasing  to  Cod,  and  comforted  with  joyous 
hopes  for  the  world  to  come,  though  having  no¬ 
thing  but  suffering  to  expect  in  this. 

Pergamos  carries  in  its  etymology  the  idea  of  a 
tower,  and  also  of  marriage.*  It  well  describes 
a  Church  in  close  proximity  to  the  centre  of  the 
kingdom  of  evil,  and  yielding  itself  to  sensual 
alliances.  And  such  was  the  Church  at  Perga¬ 
mos.  There  was  Satan’s  throne,  the  darkest 
centre  of  Pagan  abominations.  It  had  faith,  and 
courage,  and  endurance,  and  faithful  witnesses  to 
Christ ;  but  it  had  also  some  of  the  worst  of  ele¬ 
ments.  It  had  those  who  held  to  a  system  of 
ideas  answering  to  the  treacherous  teachings  of 
Balaam,  by  which  Israel  was  seduced  to  fornica¬ 
tion  and  idolatry.  It  had  also  those  wlio  held  to 
another  system  of  ideas  involving  tyrannical  lord- 
ship  over  the  Church  :  Ficolaitanes,  or  people- 
conquerors.  It  was  a  Church  with  a  tower  of  un¬ 
righteous  assumption  in  it,  and  indulgently  com- 


*  Donegan  gives  viifyix:,  a  tower;  y*iuo(,  marriage;  Ta 
Trepyu/ua.  signifies  things  lofty  or  high. 
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pliant  with  the  aclnlterons  solicitations  and  em- 
hraces  of  worldliness.  With  all  its  saintship  and 
fidelity,  it  had  need  to  repent  if  it  would  have 
the  approbation  of  the  Lord.  It  was  a  Church 
of  much  praiseworthy  fidelity,  hut  with  wicked 
pretences  to  loftiness  and  power  on  the  part  of 
some,  and  base  alliances  with  what  was  earthly 
and  Satanic,  on  the  part  of  others. 

The  Church  in  Thvatira  had  some  of  the  same 
excellencies,  hut  conjoined  with  even  worse  de¬ 
fects.  It  was  active  in  services  and  charities, 
patient  in  reliance  upon  God’s  promises,  and  in¬ 
creasingly  vigorous  in  its  endeavors;  hut  it  was 
lacking  in  proper  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of 
godly  discipline  and  doctrine,  and  was  so  indulg¬ 
ent  toward  erroi’S  and  errorists  that  falsehood 
and  idolatry  permeated,  overlaid  and  modified 
the  whole  character  of  the  Church,  obscuring  the 
faith,  deceiving  the  saints,  and  setting  up  in  its 
very  midst  the  infamous  school  of  Satan  himself. 
AVith  all  that  is  said  commendatory  of  this 
Cliurcli,  the  idea  of  etfeminacy  connects  with  its 
whole  history  and  character.  The  first  Christian 
in  Tliyatira  was  a  woman.  The  name,  Thyatira, 
some  take  as  equivalent  to  thygaiira,  a  daughter. 
If  we  take  it  as  a  compound  of  Ovyo-riz  and  Teipu>, 
we  get  the  idea  of  feminine  oppression.  The 
false  prophets  wlio  first  enticed  the  members  of 
this  Church  into  apostasy  were  women.  And 
the  great  fault  which  Christ  finds  with  these 
Christians  is  their  toleration  of  the  false  pre¬ 
tences,  the  miserable  domination,  and  the  abomi- 
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nable  doings,  of  one  whom  lie  designates  as 
“that  woman  Jezebel,”  who,  like  her  namesake 
of  old,  seems  to  have  borne  down  Avhat  should 
have  been  the  governing  will,  set  aside  the  true 
prophets  of  God  with  her  falsities,  and  entirely 
taken  possession  of  the  Church  for  her  own  im¬ 
purities.  It  was  a  Church  with  much  activity  of 
faith  and  love,  but  lying  in  the  embraces  of  an 
adulteress,  and,  for  the  most  part,  completely  in 
her  power. 

The  name  of  the  fifth  of  these  Churches  has 
been  variously  derived.  Some  connect  it  with 
the  precious  stone,  called  sarda,  which  was  found 
about  Sardis,  and  sometimes  used  as  an  amulet 
to  drive  away  fear,  gi\m  boldness,  inspire  cheerful¬ 
ness,  sharpen  wit,  and  protect  against  witchcraft 
and  sorceries.  Others  have  derived  it  from  the 
Hebrew,  and  have  assigned  it  the  signification  of 
remnant,  or  an  escaped  few.  Ebrard  finds  for  it  an 
etymological  derivation  denoting  something  new, 
or  renewed.  And  there  is  a  further  explanation 
which  derives  it  from  a  word  which  denotes  a 
builder’s  rule,  or  measuring  line.  These  several 
explanations,  though  different,  are  not  antago¬ 
nistic,  as  applied  to  the  condition  of  a  Church. 
They  can  be  very  well  combined  in  one  picture. 
Courage  and  boldness  imply  great  conflict  and 
danger  In  a  great  contest,  many  would  be  van¬ 
quished,  but  a  remnant  Avould  escape.  Those 
surviving  and  escaping  would  necessarily  involve 
new  features  of  life  and  regime.  And  in  this 
process  of  renewal  there  would  appropriately 
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come  in  the  use  of  the  carpenter's  rnle  in  fash¬ 
ioning  the  new  edifice.  AVe  accordingly  see  in 
this  Clinrch  comparative  freedom  from  the  sor¬ 
ceries  of  the  domineering  prophetess  of  Thyatira, 
ami  an  acconnt  of  things  remaining  as  tliongh 
tliey  had  with  ditficnlty  Imen  saved  from  some 
far-reaching  and  crippling  danger,  and  of  some 
names  which  had  clean  escaped  from  the  abound¬ 
ing  defilements  The  ideas  of  newness  from  old 
degeneracies,  and  of  the  true  rule  re-given  for 
the  new  order,  run  through  the  entire  descrip¬ 
tion.  But  with  all,  the  boasted  new  life  was  in 
many  things  hut  name,  and  not  reality.  These 
Sardians  had  licard  and  received  that  which  was 
right  and  good ;  hut  they  did  not  properly  hold 
or  improve  wliat  had  l)een  given  them,  and  be¬ 
came  dead  in  the  very  forms  and  attirements  of 
the  new  life.  Having  defied  and  escaped  the 
sorceress,  they  suffered  their  garments  to  drag  in 
other  defilements.  There  were  some  noble  ex¬ 
ceptions,  whom  Christ  pronounces  worthy,  and 
who  are  to  walk  with  Him  in  white,  and  whose 
names  He  will  confess  before  the  Father  and  His 
angels,  because  they  were  not  ashamed  to  confess 
Him,  and  to  stand  true  to  His  })ure  Gospel  in  its 
spirit  and  life ;  luit  in  a  large  part,  the  Church  of 
Sardis  was  hut  a  drooping  ])lant  and  a  dead  car¬ 
cass.  It  started  fresh  and  new;  it  had  heard  and 
received  that  to  which  it  is  the  true  life  of  saints 
to  hold;  hut  it  soon  had  more  profession  than 
vitality,  and  more  boastfulness  than  purity  or 
fruit. 


LECTURE  VI.  CHAPS.  2-3. 


163 


The  Church  in  Philadelphia  shows  no  inter- 
minglings  of  evil,  hut  is  addressed  as  if  em- 
hracing  only  a  small  exceptional  company  of 
acknowledged  ones  in  the  midst  of  a  larger  body 
who  are  no  longer  recognized  as  strictly  a  part 
of  Christ’s  Church.  They  are  spoken  of  as  hav¬ 
ing  kept  His  word,  and  not  denied  His  name  :  as 
though  many  had  failed  in  these  particulars,  and 
so  lost  their  place  in  the  acknowledged  Christian 
body.  These  Philadelphians  were  but  a  little 
flock,  poor  in  worldly  goods,  and  of  small  ac¬ 
count  in  the  eyes  of  men.  They  had  but  little 
strength,  and  were  greatly  oppressed  by  heretical 
teachers  and  pretenders ;  but  they  held  fast  to 
the  word  of  Christ,  in  patient  waiting  for  His 
promise.  They  were  an  exceptional  band,  joined 
by  cords  of  loving  fraternity,  as  the  meaning  of 
the  word  is,  and  they  had  promises  given  them 
of  special  exemptions  and  special  triumphs. 

Very  different  was  the  Church  of  Laodicea. 
Here  was  nothing  to  commend,  though  having  in 
it  a  few  suffering  ones  whom  Christ  loves  and 
chastens.  Its  name*  designates  it  as  the  Church 
of  mob  rule,  the  democratic  Church,  in  which 
everything  is  swayed  and  decided  by  popular 
opinion,  clamor  and  voting;  and  hence  a  self- 
righteous  and  self-sufflcient  Church.  It  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  thinking  itself  the  perfection  of 
Churches.  It  said  in  its  heart,  “  I  am  rich,  and 
increased  with  goods,  and  have  need  in  nothing;  ’’ 


*  AaoJuua.  trom  xacf,  people,  and  judgment,  or  justice. 
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l)ut  iiever  was  a  l)ody  of  people  so  wofully  self- 
deluded.  Willi  all  tills  lioastfuluess,  the  faithful 
and  true  Witness  found  nothing  which  He  could 
abide,  and  }ironounces  them  wretched,  and  piti¬ 
able,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,  and  about 
ti)  he  vomited  u[»  and  cast  out. 

We  thus  find  all  sorts  and  shades  of  intermin¬ 
gled  or  coexistent  good  and  evil  in  the  Church 
of  that  day.  Some  were  pricstridden,  and  on 
that  account  condemned ;  and  some  were  mob- 
ridden,  and  hence  unsatisfactory  to  Christ.  Some 
had  great  zeal  for  pure  doctrine  and  godly  disci- 
]iline,  whilst  they  tailed  in  the  important  element 
of  love  and  charity;  and  others,  with  much  faith 
and  beneficence,  yet  permitted  the  manlier  things 
of  doctrine,  and  the  ruling  out  of  impurity,  to  he 
overlaid  by  tlie  false  pretences  and  dominations 
of  lewd  etfeminacy.  Some  in  their  sufferings 
Avere  faultless,  hut  feeble;  and  others  in  their 
}>rosperity  were  strong,  hnt  dead  and  coi'rupt. 
'f  here  was  true  faith,  and  false  faith,  and  some¬ 
times  no  faith.  There  Avere  schisms,  and  here¬ 
sies,  and  sects,  as  Avell  as  dcAmut  Avorks,  and 
noble  self-sacrifices,  and  iustances  of  fidelity  unto 
death.  There  Avere  children  of  the  kingdom  and 
children  of  the  Avicked  one,  Avheat  and  tares, 
truths  and  errors,  sins  and  sanctities,  then  as 
noAv,  and  as  in  all  inteiwening  ages.  The  leaven 
of  evil  Avas  even  then  already  Avorking  in  the 
woman’s  meal,  and  the  birds  of  impurity  finding 
lodgment  in  the  branches  of  the  springing  tree. 


LECTURE  VI.  CHAPS.  2^3. 


165 


5.  We  may  also  notice,  in  this  connection,  the 
stress  which  our  blessed  Lord  lays  upon  the  prac¬ 
tical  features  of  religion.  It  is  upon  these  that 
His  commendations  and  censures  turn.  What 
He  praises  in  the  Ephesians  is  their  labor,  their 
endurance,  their  resistance  of  evil,  their  patience, 
their  courageous  pei’severance  in  well  doing ;  and 
what  He  proposed  as  the  remedy  for  their  de¬ 
fects,  was  that  they  should  return  to  first  woi'ks. 
Love,  ministries,  patience,  labors,  works :  these 
are  the  things  to  which  He  refers  with  most  de¬ 
light,  as  the  marks  of  the  true  election,  and  the 
proper  badges  of  approved  saintship.  It  is  in 
vain  to  boast  of  a  correct  creed,  of  right  theories, 
of  sound  doctrine,  if  there  be  no  practical  godli¬ 
ness,  no  good  works,  no  positive  virtues  and 
active  charities  and  labors.  Orthodoxy  is  im¬ 
portant,  hut  orthodoxy  alone  will  not  do.  The 
most  orthodox  in  this  list  is  depictured  as  the 
deadest.  Here  ecstacies,  pleasant  frames,  joyous 
feelings,  loud  professions,  or  dreams  that  we  are 
rich  in  grace  and  in  the  divine  favor,  will  not  do ; 
for  the  most  ecstatic  and  the  best  pleased  with 
itself,  among  these  Churches,  was  the  wmrst. 
There  must  be  faith,  and  a  true  faith ;  but  also  a 
living,  working,  bearing,  self-denying  faith — a 
faith  which  shows  its  life  and  power  bj^  love,  by 
charities,  by  gracious  ministries,  by  active  ser¬ 
vices  and  sacrifices  for  God.  Persecutions  and 
sufierings  may  cut  ofl'  opportunity  for  such  dis¬ 
plays,  as  winter  overlies  and  locks  up  the  germs 
and  life-powers  of  nature,  and  hides  them  from 
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our  view;  but,  as  spring-time  and  summer  bring 
those  hidden  germs  to  light,  and  cause  them  to 
put  forth  and  till  the  face  of  lieavcn  with  joyous 
freshness,  beauty  and  fruit,  so  must  true  piety  in 
the  soul  show  itself  in  tlie  life,  in  good  deeds,  in 
devoted  endeavors,  in  a  loving  spirit,  and  in 
faithful  standino;  to  the  truth,  whatever  mieht  be 
tlie  cost  or  storms. 

There  are,  indeed,  such  things  as  “  dead  works;” 
works  that  liave  no  life-connection  with  piety; 
works  put  on  from  without,  and  not  brought  forth 
from  within ;  fruits  tied  upon  the  tree,  and  not 
the  product  of  its  life;  which  are  not  at  all 
characteristics  of  true  religion.  There  may  be 
prayers,  vigils,  fasts,  temples,  altars,  priests,  rites, 
ceremonies,  worship,  and  still  he  no  true  piety. 
Heathenism  has  all  these.  There  may  be  Chris¬ 
tian  profession,  connection  with  the  Church,  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  sacraments,  where  saving  religion 
has  never  taken  root.  Hone  of  these  things  alone 
characterize  a  Christian.  That  which  distin¬ 
guishes  him,  where  all  other  tests  fail,  is  his 
living,  active  love  to  God  and  man — his  charity. 
If  this  be  lacking,  the  defect  is  fatal.  All  know¬ 
ledge,  all  faith,  all  mastery  of  tongues,  all  mira¬ 
culous  powers,  cannot  atone  for  such  a  deficiency. 
For  “pure  religion,  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father,  is  this ;  to  visit  the  fatherless  and 
widows  in  their  afiliction,  and  to  keep  unspotted 
li’om  tlie  world.” 

6.  These  Epistles  further  set  liefore  us  Christ’s 
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use  of  fhe  great  doctrine  of  His  return,  and  the 
very  high  place  it  occupies  among  the  motives  to 
penitence,  hope,  steadfastness  and  godly  fear.  In 
this  respect,  the  language  of  the  blessed  Lord 
harmonizes  exactly  with  that  of  Ilis  inspired  ser¬ 
vants.  Finding  the  Ephesians  cooling  in  their 
love,  lie  enjoined  on  them  a  speedy  repentance 
and  return  to  their  first  works,  lest  His  coming 
should  suddenl}^  overtake  them.  The  snflering 
Smyrnaotes,  though  taught  to  look  for  naught 
but  tribulation  in  this  world,  were  exhorted  to  be 
faithful  in  view  of  the  crowns  which  it  is  assigned 
to  that  day  to  bring.  The  Pei’gamites  were  plied 
with  it  as  an  object  of  just  dread  to  them,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  Balaamite  and  Hicolaitane  doc¬ 
trines,  and  as  the  great  incentive  to  immediate 
repentance.  The  believers  of  Thyatira  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  it  as  the  motive  for  holding  fast  to  the 
faith,  and  as  an  event  which  was  to  end  their 
struggles  and  temptations.  The  Sardians  are 
commanded  to  remember  how  they  had  received 
and  heard,  and  to  hold  fast,  and  repent,  and 
watch,  on  pain  of  having  their  Lord  and  Judge 
come  upon  them  as  a  thief,  which  is  contemplated 
as  the  worst  of  calamities.  To  the  Philadel¬ 
phians  it  is  announced,  as  a  subject  of  comfort 
and  hope,  that  Christ  shall  quickly  come.  And 
to  the  Laodiceans  He  is  represented  as  already 
present,  knocking  at  the  door,  prepared  to  bless 
those  ready  to  receive  Him,  but  about  to  eject 
with  loathing  the  lukewarm  masses  who  fail  in 
fervency  and  timely  repentance. 
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Some  tell  us  that  death  is,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  tlie  coming  of  Christ  to  the  individual, 
and  that  we  are  to  comfort  and  exhort  men  with 
reference  to  their  mortality.  But  that  is  not  the 
method  of  Christ  in  these  Epistles.  With  the 
exception  of  the  one  to  Smyrna,  there  is  no  hint 
that  there  was  any  such  thing  as  death  for  any  of 
^hose  who  really  l»elieved.  I  have  my  doubts 
whether  the  Scriptures  warrant  any  Christian  in 
expecting  to  die  at  all.  Paul,  in  several  places, 
has  taught  us  most  specifically  that  there  are 
Christians  who  shall  never  die.  Such  of  Christ’s 
waiting  and  watching  people  as  shall  be  alive  and 
remaining  at  the  time  of  Christ’s  coming,  are  not 
to  sleep,  not  to  die,  but  to  he  suddenly  trans¬ 
figured  and  caught  up  to  the  clouds,  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  air.  (1  Thess.  4  ;  17.)  And  as  Christ 
may  come  in  any  of  these  passing  generations,  I 
cannot  see  how  true  Christians  of  any  generation 
can  reconcile  it  to  the  Scriptures  to  count  upon 
dying.  Death,  to  the  saint,  is  not  that  certainty 
which  it  is  sometimes  represented ;  nor  is  it  of  a 
character  to  impress  and  comfort  as  the  doctrine 
of  Christ’s  coming,  in  power  and  glory,  to  give 
deliverance  to  His  sighing  and  dying  creation, 
and  dominion  to  His  saints.  It  is  to  that  coming, 
therefore,  and  the  translation  of  the  watching  and 
faithful  Avithout  tasting  of  death,  and  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  honors  into  which  it  is  to  induct  the  patient 
waiters  for  it,  and  tlie  fearful  disasters  Avhich  it  is 
to  bring  upon  the  unprepared,  that  the  Scriptures 
evoryAvliere  refer  us,  and  upon  Avhich  the  Saviour 
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Himself  relies  iu  all  His  exhortations  to  the  seven 
Churches. 

And  if  this  was  the  proper  method  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago,  when  that  coming  of  the 
coming  One  was  yet  so  many  centuries  in  the 
future,  how  much  more  is  it  the  proper  method 
now  that  threescore  generations  have  passed,  and 
that  we  have  come  to  the  very  margin  of  the 
great  occurrence !  People  may  call  it  idic.-^yn- 
crasy  in  us,  that  we  persist  in  preaching  the  near 
and  speedy  coming  of  Christ;  but,  after  all,  we 
only  preach  as  He  did  when  it  would  seem  to 
have  been  less  in  place  than  now,  and  as  all  His 
inspired  apostles  also  preached  when  they  were 
yet  eighteen  centuries  further  from  the  event 
than  we  are.  And  if  some  will  have  it  a  sort  of 
amiable  hallucination  under  which  we  are  labor¬ 
ing,  it  is  sutficient  for  our  consolation  that  the 
blessed  Saviour  has  trod  this  path,  “leaving  us  an 
example  that  we  should  follow  His  steps.” 

7.  There  are  also  important  and  most  interest¬ 
ing  hints  in  these  Epistles,  respecting  the  future 
life  and  honors  which  the  coming  of  Christ  is  to 
bring  to  the  redeemed.  Each  Epistle  has  a  pro¬ 
mise  to  a  particular  victor.  These  several  pro¬ 
mises  unitedly  give  us  at  least  a  seven-sided  view 
of  the  future  possessions  of  the  saints.  To  the 
Ephesian  victor  Christ  awards  “  to  eat  from  off 
the  tree  of  life  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  para¬ 
dise  of  God.”  To  him  who  abides  faithful  amid 
the  Smyrna  trials,  is  awarded  “  the  crown  of  life, 

15 


170 


THE  APOCALYPSE. 


and  exemption  from  the  second  dead).”  To  the 
victor  of  I’ergamos  is  awarded  “the  hidden 
manna,  and  a  wliite  pebhle  engraved  witli  a  new 
name  wliich  no  one  knowetli  saving  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  it.”  The  victor  of  Thyatira  is  to  have 
“anthority  over  the  nations,  to  rule  them  with  a 
sce})tre  of  ii'on,”  and  to  receive  “tlie  morning 
star.”  The  victor  of  Sardis  is  to  he  “clothed 
with  wliite  raiment,  and  walk  with  Christ  in 
white,”  and  have  his  name  continned  upon  the 
hook  of  life,  and  confessed  in  the  presence  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  holy  angels.  The  victor  of 
I’hiladelphia  is  to  he  made  a  jiillar  in  the  temple 
of  God,  never  again  to  go  out,  and  to  have  the 
name  of  God  written  npon  him,  and  the  name  of 
the  new  Jerusalem,  the  ciG  of  God,  and  the  new 
name  of  Christ  himself.  And  to  the  victor  of 
Laodicea  is  the  highest  promise  of  all, — even  to 
sit  with  Christ  on  Ilis  throne,  as  Christ  overcame 
and  sitteth  with  the  Father  on  Ilis  throne. 

I  lave  we  liere  seven  orders  of  rewards,  to  seven 
orders  of  Christians,  succeeding  in  their  triumph 
through  seven  orders  of  surroundings  ?  Or  have 
we  here  seven  steps  or  degrees  in  the  rewards  of 
the  saints,  unto  which  each  one  attains  ?  Or  have 
we  really  hotli  ?  They  rise  in  degree  from  the 
first  to  the  last,  as  do  the  evils  and  the  adversities 
over  which  the  victories  are  achieved.  They  also 
seem  to  have  been  framed  in  the  light  of  the 
whole  sweep  of  God’s  varied  dispensations,  from 
the  days  of  Adam  onward,  until  Christ  shall  have 
reinstated  Ilis  saints  in  the  fruition  of  all  that 
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Adam  lost.  The  first  refers  to  a  readmission  to 
a  paradise  and  a  tree  of  life,  answering  to,  if  not 
the  very  same  from  which  Adam  was  excluded. 
The  next  proclaims  a  triumph  over  the  afilictions, 
and  an  exemption  from  the  death,  which  pertain 
to  the  state  of  expulsion  from  paradise  and  the 
tree  of  life.  The  third  throws  open  the  same  or 
like  storehouses  out  of  which  the  pilgrim  He¬ 
brews  were  sustained  in  the  wilderness,  and  im¬ 
parts  the  engraved  and  shining  jewel,  as  on 
Aaron’s  breastplate,  which  admits  as  a  priest 
into  the  presence-chamber  of  the  Lord.  The 
fourth  promises  authority  and  judicial  adminis¬ 
trations  upon  nations,  which  find  their  type  in 
Joshua’s  and  David’s  and  Solomon’s  victories 
and  reigns,  with  an  addition  the  exact  nature  of 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  penetrate.*  And 
having  thus  exhausted  the  range  of  the  dispensa¬ 
tions  of  the  past,  the  next  three  move  forward  to 
things  predicted  of  the  future.  The  promise  to 
the  victor  of  Sardis  links  itself  with  the  solemni¬ 
ties  which  are  to  end  this  world  :  with  the  resur¬ 
rection,  the  opening  of  the  hooks,  and  the  ofiicial 
acknowledgment  of  those  whose  names  are  in 
the  registry  of  the  faithful.  The  next  takes  its 
elements  from  the  setting  up  of  a  new  kingdom, 
and  a  new  city,  and  rights  of  celestial  citizenship, 
and  a  temple,  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 


*  “  And  I  will  give  him  the  morning  star.”  Query.  Shall 
the  saints  have  dominion  in  other  planets  ?  Is  not  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  this  promise  rulership  ? 
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tlie  lieaveus.  Wldlst  the  last  condaets  to  a  point 
of  settlement  and  dominion  bevond  wliicli  tliere 
is  nothing  higher  to  he  imagined  or  desired  : 
even  session  with  Christ  npon  Ilis  everlasting 
throne. 

lint  in  wliatever  way  we  take  these  promises, 
they  set  hefore  us  a  body  of  honor,  and  privilege, 
and  power,  and-  blessedness,  greater  than  eye 
hath  seen,  or  ear  heard,  or  the  heart  of  man  con¬ 
ceived.  It  has  been  well  observed  that  these 
seven  promises  together,  in  their  twofold  aspect, 
form  by  far  the  completest  description  to  he 
found  in  all  the  AVord  of  God,  of  what  good 
things  they  are  wliich  God  has  prepared  for  them 
that  love  Him.*  They  set  hefore  us  a  destiny  to 
which  the  faithful  shall  attain,  at  wdiieh  the  lean, 
meagre,  shallow,  shadowy,  tlimsy  thing  some  pre¬ 
sent  as  heaven,  sinks  into  insipidity  and  contempt. 
They  present  us  with  something  titting  and  com¬ 
petent  to  brace  up  the  courage  of  the  Church,  to 
carry  her  to  the  pitch  of  beai’ing  the  cross,  and 
crucifying  herself  with  Christ,  and  actualizing 
her  professed  expatriation  from  this  world.  They 
open  to  us  prospects  which  put  upon  the  common¬ 
places  of  heavenly  anticipation  the  disgrace  and 
shame  of  scarcely  having  caught  the  first  syllables 
of  what  is  laid  up  for  the  true  saints  of  God. 
But  wm  have  not  time  to  dwell  here,  or  even  to 
touch  sundry  other  topics  suggested  by  these  Epis¬ 
tles,  in  their  relation  to  the  particular  Churches 


*  Kev.  YYm.  Lincoln,  “Javelin  of  Phineas,”  p.  149. 
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addressed.  The  coosideration  of  these  Churches, 
in  their  representative  and  prophetic  character, 
we  therefore  necessarily  must  defer  to  another 
occasion.  Meanwhile,  let  ns  think  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  which  the  Saviour  has  here  set  up  for  His 
people,  and  seek  to  animate  ourselves  to  the  zeal, 
self-sacrifice  and  devotion  which  alone  can  secure 
the  prize  here  held  out  for  our  attainment. 


Must  J.esus  bear  the  cross  alone, 

And  all  the  world  go  free  ? 

No,  there’s  a  cross  for  every  one, 

And  there’s  a  cross  for  me. 

How  happy  are  the  saints  above. 

Who  once  were  sorrowing  here  ! 

They  ever  taste  unmingled  love. 

And  joy  without  a  tear. 

The  consecrated  cross  I’ll  bear. 

Till  Christ  shall  set  me  free. 

And  then  go  home,  my  crown  to  wear. 
For  there’s  a  crown  for  me. 


15* 
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THE  SEVEN  EPISTLES  T'KOPHETIC — THE  CHITRCH  TO  BE  NEVER 
OTHER  THAN  A  MIXED  SOCIETY— THE  CONSTANT  CUMULA¬ 
TIVENESS  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  EVIL — CHRIST’S  OPINION  OF 
THE  PROFESSED  CHURCH  IN  ITS.VARIOUS  PHASES — NICOLAI- 


TANISM — BALAAMISM — MARRIAGE  OF  THE  CHURCH  WITH 


THE  WORLD — JEZEBEL — THE  REFORMATION — THE  REVIVALS 
OF  THE  PAST  CENTURY — CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
IN  OUR  DAY — THE  EXCEEDING  VALUE  OF  THESE  EPISTLES 
PROPHETICALLY  VIEWED. 


IIev.  3  :  21. — He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit 
saith  unto  the  Churches. 


Ih  have  glanced  over  the  contents  of  these 


’  »  Epistles,  considered  in  relation  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  Churches  addressed.  But  this  is  not  the 
only  nor  the  chief  aspect  in  which  they  are  to  be 
viewed.  As  I  have  repeatedly  affirmed,  these 
particular  Churches  have  a  representative  charac¬ 
ter,  comprehending  the  entire  Church  of  all 
places  and  ages.  It  is  impossihle  to  find  an  ade¬ 
quate  reason  why  only  these  seven  were  written 
to  in  this  manner,  except  upon  this  assumption. 
The  number  is  that  significant  of  dispensational 
fulness,  entire  completeness.  The  Saviour  speaks 
of  them  as  involving  some  sort  of  “mystery,” 
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having  significance  beyond  what  appears  upon 
the  surface.  The  command  to  hear  and  consider 
what  is  said  is  given  with  such  urgency  and  uni¬ 
versality,  as  to  argue  something  peculiarly  signifi¬ 
cant  to  all  people  of  all  time.  Much  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  is  symbolically  applied,  and  fits  and  receives 
a  comprehensive  lucidness,  in  a  prophetic  accep¬ 
tation,  which  it  is  not  otherwise  found  to  possess. 
These  seven  Epistles  are  also  a  very  prominent 
and  vital  part  of  a  hook  which  is  specifically 
described  as  a  hook  of  lyrophecy.  (Chap.  1:3;  22: 
18.)  There  is  also  an  evident  historical  consecu¬ 
tiveness  in  the  several  pictures,  as  well  as  contem¬ 
poraneousness  ;  and  such  a  complete  successive 
realization  of  them  can  be  traced  in  the  subse¬ 
quent  history  of  the  Church,  even  down  to  the 
present,  that  it  seems  to  me  impossible  fairly  to  get 
rid  of  the  conclusion,  that  these  seven  Churches 
were  selected  as  affording,  in  their  respective 
names,  states,  wants,  and  messages,  a  prefigura¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  Church  in  its  succes-sive  phases 
from  the  time  John  wrote  to  the  end  of  its  his¬ 
tory.  Joseph  Mede  has  well  presented  the  case, 
where  he  says :  “  If  we  consider  their  number, 
being  seven  (which  is  the  number  of  revolution 
of  times,  and  therefore  in  this  hook  the  seals, 
trumpets  and  vials  also  are  seven) ;  or  if  we  con¬ 
sider  the  choice  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  that  lie 
taketh  neither  all,  no,  nor  the  most  famous 
Cliurches  then  in  the  world,  as  Antioch,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Eome,  and  many  others,  and  such,  no  doubt, 
as  had  need  of  instruction  as  well  as  those  here 
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named;  if  these  things  he  well  considered,  it  will 
seem  that  these  seven  Churches,  besides  their 
literal  respect,  were  intended  to  be  as  patterns 
and  types  of  the  several  ages  of  the  Catholic 
Church  from  the  beginning  thereof  unto  the 
end  of  the  world ;  that  so  these  seven  Churches 
should  prophetically  sample  unto  us  a  sevenfold 
successive  temper  and  condition  of  the  whole 
visible  Church,  according  to  the  several  ages 
thereof,  answering  the  pattern  of  the  seven 
Churches  here.”* 

Receiving  this,  then,  as  the  truth  in  the  case,  I 
now  take  up  the  topic  deferred  when  we  last  had 
this  subject  before  us,  and  proceed  to  note  some 
of  the  teachings  of  these  Epistles,  considered — 

II.  In  relation  to  the  entire  CiiuRcn  repre¬ 
sented. 

And  so  important  and  far-reaching  is  the  sub¬ 
ject,  that  it  becomes  us  to  approach  it  with 
solemn  hearts,  and  to  pray  God  to  aid  us  with  His 
enlightening  grace,  that  we  may  indeed  hear, 
mark,  learn  and  inwardly  digest  what  the  Spirit 
saitli  unto  the  Churches. 


*  Mede’s  Works,  Book  V,  chap.  10,  p.  90.  So  also  An¬ 
dreas,  one  of  the  earliest  writers  on  the  Apocalypse:  6ia  tov 
l(^do^ariKOo  dpidfiov  to  yLvuriKOv  aTravraXH  eKKXrjtrtdii'  arjuaLvaiu.  So  also 
Yitringa  (Anae.  Apoc.  p.  32) :  Omnino  igitur  existimo  Spi- 
ritum  S.  sub  typo  et  emblemate  septern  Ecclesiarum  Asise 
nobis  mystice  et  prophetice  voluisse  depingere  septern  vari- 
antes  status  Ecclesioe  Christianse,  quibus  successive  conspice- 
retur,  etc.  So  also  Cocceius. 
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1.  Viewing  these  Epistles,  then,  as  descriptive 
of  the  entire  Church,  I  find  in  them  this  item  of 
fact:  that  the  professed  Church,  as  pronounced 
upon  hy  Christ  himself,  is  a  mixed  society,  em¬ 
bracing  intermingliugs  of  good  and  evil  from  its 
beginning  to  the  end.  Whether  we  take  the 
seven  Churches  as  significant  of  seven  successive 
or  as  seven  .coexisting  phases,  they  must  needs 
reach  to  the  end,  and  so  depicture  the  entire 
Church.  And  as  there  is  not  one  of  these  Epis¬ 
tles  in  which  the  presence  of  evil  is  not  recog¬ 
nized,  so  there  can  be  no  period  in  the  earthly 
history  of  the  Church  in  which  it  is  without  had 
admixtures.  Whether  the  Ephesian  Church  ex¬ 
tends,  as  in  some  sense  it  must,  from  the  apostolic 
era  to  the  consummation,  or  whether  it  relates 
mainly  to  the  first  period  alone,  and  the  Laodi¬ 
cean  the  last,  we  still  have  a  vast  deal  which  the 
Lord  and  Judge  of  the  Church  condemns,  stretch¬ 
ing  its  dark  image  from  the  commencement  to 
the  close.  There  were  fallen  ones,  and  some 
whose  love  had  cooled,  and  some  whose  first 
works  had  been  abandoned,  and  some  giving 
place  to  the  base  deeds  of  the  Vicolaitanes,  and 
some  false  ones  claiming  to  be  apostles  and  were 
not,  even  among  the  warm,  patient,  fervent,  en¬ 
during  and  faithful  Ephesians.  In  Smyrna  were 
faithless  blasphemers,  and  those  of  Satan’s  syna¬ 
gogue,  as  well  as  faithful,  sufiering  ones,  and 
those  whom  Christ  is  to  crown  in  heaven.  In 
Pergamos  were  those  who  denied  the  faith,  and 
followed  the  treacherous  teachings  of  Balaam, 
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and  the  doctrines  of  the  detested  iSTicolaitanes,  as 
well  as  those  who  field  fast  the  name  of  Jesus, 
and  witnessed  for  Him  unto  death.  In  Thyatira, 
we  find  a  debauching  and  idolatrous  Jezebel  and 
her  death-worthy  children,  and  multitudes  of  spi¬ 
ritual  adulterej's,  as  well  as  those  whose  works, 
and  faith,  and  charity,  and  patience  are  noted 
with  favor,  and  who  had  not  been  drawn  into 
Satan’s  depths.  In  Sardis  there  was  incomplete¬ 
ness,  deadness,  defalcation,  need  for  rejientance, 
and  threatened  judgment,  as  well  as  names  of 
those  who  had  not  defiled  their  garments.  In 
Philadelphia  we  discover  “the  synagogue  of  Sa¬ 
tan,”  falsifiers,  those  who  had  settled  themselves 
upon  the  eartli,  and  such  as  had  not  kept  Christ’s 
Avord,  as  Avell  as  such  as  should  be  kept  from  the 
sifting  trial,  and  adAumced  to  celestial  crowns. 
And  in  Laodicea  there  Avas  found  disgusting 
InkeAvarmness,  empty  profession,  and  base  self- 
conceit,  Avith  Christ  himself  excluded. 

XeA^er,  indeed,  has  there  been  a  sowing  of  God 
on'  earth,  but  it  has  been  oversoAvn  by  Satan;  or 
a  growth  for  Christ,  Avhich  the  plantings  of  the 
Avicked  one  did  not  mingle  Avith  and  hinder.  God 
soAved  good  seed  in  Paradise;  but  Avhen  it  came 
to  the  liarvest,  the  principal  product  Avas  tares. 
At  earth’s  first  altar  appeared  the  murderer  with 
the  saint — Cain  Avith  Abel.  God  had  Ills  sons 
before  the  flood ;  but  more  numerous  Avere  the 
children  of  the  Avicked  one.  And  in  all  ages  and 
dispensations,  tlie  plants  of  grace  have  ever  found 
the  Aveeds  upspringing  by  their  sides,  their  roots 
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iiitertwiuilig,  and  their  stalks  and  leaves  and 
fruits  putting  forth  together.  The  Church  is  not 
an  exception,  and  never  will  be,  as  long  as  the 
present  dispensation  lasts.  Even  in  its  tirst  and 
purest  periods,  as  the  Scriptural  accounts  attest, 
it  was  intermixed  with  what  pertained  not  to  it. 
There  was  a  Judas  among  its  apostles;  an  Ana¬ 
nias  and  a  Simon  Magns  among  its  first  converts; 
a  Demas  and  a  Diotrephes  among  its  first  public 
servants.  And  as  long  as  it  continnes  in  this 
world,  Christ  will  have  Ills  Antichrist,  and  the 
temple  of  God  its  men  of  sin.  lie  who  sets  out 
to  find  a  perfect  Church,  in  which  there  are  no 
unworthy  elements  and  no  disfigurations,  pro¬ 
poses  to  himself  a  hopeless  search.  Go  where 
he  will,  worship  where  he  may,  in  any  country, 
in  any  age,  he  will  soon  find  tares  among  the 
wheat,  sin  mixing  in  with  all  earthly  holiness; 
self-deceivers,  hypocrites  and  uncliristians  in 
every  assembly  of  saints ;  Satan  insinuating  him¬ 
self  into  every  gathering  of  the  sons  of  God  to 
present  themselves  before  the  Lord.  ISTo  preach¬ 
ing,  however  pure ;  no  discipline,  however  strict 
or  prudent;  no  watchfulness,  however  searching 
and  faithful,  can  ever  make  it  difierent.  Paul 
told  the  Thessalonians  that  the  day  of  the  Lord 
should  not  come  until  there  came  a  falling  away 
first,  and  an  extraordinary  manifestation  of  sin 
and  guilt  in  the  Church  itself;  and  assured  them 
that  that  embodied  apostasy  was  to  live  and  work 
on  until  the  Lord  himself  should  come  and  de¬ 
stroy  it  by  the  manifestation  of  His  own  personal 
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presence.  The  Saviour  himself  has  taught  us, 
that  ill  the  Gospel  tiehl  wheat  and  tares  are  to  be 
found;  that  it  is  forbidden  to  pluck  up  the  bad, 
lest  the  good  also  be  damaged;  and  that  both  are 
to  “grow  together  until  the  harvest,”  which  is 
the  end  of  the  economy — the  winding  up  of  the 
present  order  of  things  —  “the  end  of  this 
world.” 

2.  But  I  further  ascertain  from  these  Epistles, 
that,  in  Christ’s  judgment  of  the  Church,  the 
evil  that  is  in  it  is  constantly  cumulative  and 
growing.  The  tirst  of  nearly  everything  in  the 
Scriptures  is  mostly  considered  the  best ;  and  so 
the  Church  was  purest  at  its  beginning.  As  Ile- 
gisippus  has  said,  “  The  virgin  purity  of  the 
Church  was  contined  to  the  days  of  the  apostles.” 
The  further  centuries  carry  it  from  its  first  years, 
the  more  of  its  original  excellence  does  it  lose, 
and  the  more  apostate  does  it  liecome.  It  was  so 
before  the  flood.  It  was  so  in  the  Jewish  econ¬ 
omy.  And  it  is  so  in  our  dispensation.  If  these 
seven  Churches  represent  so  many  phases  or 
states  of  the  Church  general,  those  phases  or 
states  must  also  be  successive,  as  well  as  coexist¬ 
ent.  And  if  successive,  then  they  must  succeed 
each  other  in  the  order  in  which  Christ  has  put 
them :  the  tirst  tirst,  and  the  last  last.  The 
Church  in  Ephesus  thus  becomes  descriptive  of 
the  first  phase  or  period;  that  in  Smyrna  of  the 
second ;  that  in  Pergamos  of  a  third ;  that  in 
Thyatira  of  a  fourth ;  and  so  to  the  end.  View- 
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iug  them,  then,  in  this  order,  we  can  readily 
identify  the  growth  of  evil,  from  its  first  incom¬ 
ing,  through  its  various  stages,  to  its  final  culmi¬ 
nation.  Indeed,  these  seven  Epistles  are  so  many 
photographs  of  apostasy,  taken  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  its  life,  from  its  infancy  to  its  maturity. 

In  the  first  Epistle,  the  Lord  puts  his  finger 
upon  the  origin  of  the  mischief.  Here  is  depic¬ 
tured  a  first  and  model  estate,  which  is  described 
as  that  of  ‘■’■Jirst  love.”  From  that  “first  love” 
the  Saviour  notes  a  decline.  This  is  the  first 
picture.  It  was  in  the  very  hearts  of  Christ’s 
own  people  that  all  corruptions  of  Christianity 
and  apostasy  began.  “  Thou  hast  left  tlaj  first 
love.”  It  is  to  the  heart  that  Christ  traces  all 
evils.  And  it  is  according  to  the  estate  of  the 
heart  that  He  judges  of  us.  'Where  love  de¬ 
clines,  had  practices  soon  creep  in.  The  Ephe¬ 
sians  waned  in  original  fervor,  and  soon  were 
troubled  with  those  who  departed  from  the  sim¬ 
plicities  of  the  Gospel,  betook  themselves  to 
Jewish  and  Pagan  intermi.vtures,  and  began  to 
put  forward  the  ministry  as  a  sort  of  priestly 
class,  depreciating  and  setting  aside  the  laity. 
Of  these  were  Diotrephes,  who  coveted  preemi¬ 
nence;  and  those  of  whom  Peter  disapproved,  as 
undertaking  to  he  “lords  over  God’s  heritage;” 
and  those  whom  Paul  resisted,  as  seeking  to 
transfer  to  Christianity  what  pertained  to  the 
Jewish  ritualism  and  Pagan  philosophy.  These 
were  the  “ Xicolaitanes,”*  whose  '■‘■deeds”  are 


*  From  vutja,  to  vanquish,  and  xao;,  people,  or  laity. 
16 


182 


THE  APOCALYPSE. 


singled  out  for  repreliension.  But  so  long  as  the 
apostles  lived,  theii-  iutluenee  was  inconsiderable. 
xVt  first,  they  had  hut  few  followers  and  small 
success.  It  was  not  long,  however,  as  Church 
history  shows,*  until  they  gained  adherents  and 
force,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  all  subsequent 
defections  and  troubles.  AVhat  in  the  first  pic¬ 
ture  was  feeble,  and  vigorously  resisted,  and 
found  only  in  isolated  cases,  in  the  second  picture 
has  already  grown  to  be  a  distinguished  and  in¬ 
ti  uential  ]»arty,  whose  utterances  arc  heard  and 
felt,  and  which  is  now  characterized  as  a  “syna¬ 
gogue  of  Satan.”  And  in  the  third  picture, 
Avhat  were  only  ^‘■deeds’’  have  come  to  be  taken 
up  as  doctrine.  The  false  practices  now  appear  in 
the  shape  of  an  article  of  taith.  What  had  pre¬ 
viously  l)eeu  kept  pretty  well  at  l>ay,  is  now  found 
nestled  in  the  veiy  heart  of  the  Church.  What 
in  the  first  Y)icture  wms  hated  and  wfithstood,  is 
now  tolerated,  and  seemingly  cherished.  And  to 
it  is  added  another  feature,  equally’  condemned 
by  the  Saviour,  and  equally  favored  by^  many  of 
these  rer2:amites.  To  the  Nieolaitanes  are  added 
Balaamites ;  destrotjers  of  the  'pcojde,  as  well  as 
vanquishei's  of  them,  as  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Balaam  is.f  The  sin  of  tiiat  Ytrophet  was,  that 
he  counselled  with  the  enemies  of  Israel,  and  ad¬ 
vised  the  drawing  of  them  into  forbidden  friend- 
shiY)S  and  adulterous  and  idolatrous  alliances,  by 
means  of  which  “twenty  and  four  thousand” 


*  See  Moslieirn’s  Ecc.  Hist.,  Cent.  I,  Part  II,  chap.  5. 
f  From  destruction,  and  uj,',  people. 
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were  destroyed.  (ISTumb.  25  :  9.)  The  Pergamite 
Church  had  those  who  counselled  like  unlawful 
unions  between  tbe  Church  and  its  powerful  ene¬ 
mies,  thus  repeating  the  apostate  prophet,  who 
taught  Balak  to  seduce  Israel  to  sin.  And  what¬ 
ever  interpretation  of  the  matter  we  accept,  it 
bears  tlie  condemnation  of  Christ,  and  in  His 
view  so  unfavorably  characterizes  the  Pergamites 
as  to  furnish  a  picture  of  most  fearful  advances  in 
the  inroads  of  evil. 

And  the  next  view  gives  us  a  still  further  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  same  disastrous  tendencies.  Here 
is  a  heathen,  impure  and  bloody  woman,  exalted 
to  queenly  dominion  over  God’s  people,  govern¬ 
ing  them,  and  domineering  over  them,  and  draw¬ 
ing  them  away  into  spiritual  harlotry  and  abomi¬ 
nation.  She  is  even  taken  to  the  bosom  of  the 
very  angel  of  the  Church,  and  sutfered  to  assume 
the  prerogatives  of  a  prophetess  to  the  people, 
though  in  reality  another  Jezebel.  Have  we  not 
here  the  plain  and  indubitable  evidences  of  con¬ 
tinuity  and  growth  in  evil,  defection,  and  apos¬ 
tasy?  Prom  the  gradual  decline  of  first  love  we 
have  one  steady  and  onward  march,  till  that  line 
of  development  reaches  its  climax  in  the  scarlet 
woman. 

But  now  comes  a  new  and  reactionary  move¬ 
ment.  The  pure  Gospel  is  reproduced,  once 
more  heard,  and  largely  received.  The  old  and 
corrujfi  order  of  things  is  not  overthrown  or  su¬ 
perseded,  but  a  remnant  escapes  from  it,  and 
starts  out  upon  U'  career  of  fresh  life  in  a  new 
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order.  But  notwithstanding  the  re-announce- 
vnent  ol‘  the  Gospel,  and  tlie  many  iioble  names 
whom  God  enabled  to  clear  their  skirts  of  the 
ahonnding  and  terrific  abominations,  the  growth 
of  evil,  though  it  took  another  direction,  was  not 
stopped.  The  renewal  was  hindered,  and  the 
works  of  the  Sardians  did  not  come  to  perfection. 
Christ  does  not  find  them  complete  before  God. 
dVhat  was  “received  and  heard”  was  not  pro¬ 
perly  remembered  and  held.  The  things  which 
were  preserved  Avere  left  to  droop,  ready  to  fall 
into  the  embrace  of  death.  The  new  life  that 
had  l)een  engendered  was  soon  enfeebled  and 
brought  to  languishment.  xind  under  the  name 
and  boast  of  life,  there  was  death.  Tlie  old  Avas 
not  changed,  ami  the  ncAV  Avliich  had  escaped  out 
of  it  was  stagnant  and  lifeless.  Evil  had  gained 
a  ncAA"  victory  on  a  ucaa"  field.  Christendom  had 
completed  a  ncAV  })hase,  and  Avas  one  step  further 
in  its  }trocess  of  ripening  for  ultimate  rejection. 

Another  is  described,  in  Avhich  the  Avork  of 
God  is  revived  and  thriAung  in  many  hearts,  Avho 
are  draAvn  together  in  unitetl  efforts  and  broth¬ 
erly  affection.  An  open  door  of  usefulness  in 
the  spread  of  the  truth  is  set  before  them,  Avhich 
no  one  can  shut.  They  shoAV  a  little  strength, 
and  ill  pOA-erty  and  self-denial  hold  fast  to  the 
Avord  and  the  name  of  Christ.  But  they  are  an 
exceptional  hand  of  brothers  in  the  Lord.  About 
them  are  the  great  multitudes  of  nominal  Chris¬ 
tians,  dAvelling  upon  the  earth,  and  comfortably 
settled  down  in  its  good  things,  who  require  the 
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sifting  of  great  trial  to  bring  them  to  even  a  tol¬ 
erable  Christianity.  And  besides,  there  is  a  great 
herd  of  errorists  and  liars,  who  wear  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  Christians,  but  are  really  “the  synagogue 
of  Satan.” 

One  other  picture  is  added,  and  it  is  the  worst. 
In  the  first  four,  the  progress  of  mischief  is  in 
the  line  of  consolidation  and  concentration  of 
power,  with  all  its  abuses.  In  the  last  three,  the 
reverse  obtains,  and  the  evil  runs  in  the  line  of 
disintegration,  separation,  and  individualism,  un¬ 
til  finally  each  man  comes  to  he  pretty  much  his 
own  Church.  The  Laodicean  Church  is  not  the 
Church  in  Laodicea,  as  in  the  other  cases,  hut 
“the  Church  of  Laodieeans.”*  It  would  seem  as 
if  the  Church,  in  its  proper  character  of  an  elect 
company,  had  cpiite  faded  from  view,  and  the 
world  itself  had  now  become  the  Church.  The 
confessing  body  is  hardly  any  longer  distinguish¬ 
able  from  any  other  body.  It  is  neither  one  thing 
nor  the  other — “  neither  cold  nor  hot.”  And  yet, 
in  pride  and  boastfulness,  hypocrisy  and  self-de¬ 
ception,  there  never  has  been  its  like.  It  claims 
to  be  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  having 
need  in  nothing,  and  yet  is  the  wretched  and 
pitiable-,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.  It 
thinks  itself  all  it  ought  to  be,  and  appropri¬ 
ates  to  itself  all  divine  favor  and  blessedness; 
and  yet,  the  very  Lord  in  whom  it  professes  to 


*  EicicXi;<7iof  Aao6iKuv.  Some  of  the  MSS.,  however,  have 
tv  AaoSUia,  the  same  as  in  the  other  instances. 
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trust  is  denied  a  place  in  it,  and  is  represented  as 
barred  out,  where  He  stands  and  knocks  as  Ilis 
last  gracious  appeal  before  giving  over  the  infa¬ 
mous  Babjdoii  to  the  judgments  wbicb  are  ready 
to  sweep  it  from  the  earth.  That  which  started 
as  a  little  hand  of  loving,  self-sacrificing  and  per¬ 
secuted  saints,  redeemed  out  of  the  world,  and  no 
longer  of  it,  comes  to  be  a  vast,  wide-spread,  cha¬ 
racterless,  Cliristless,  conceited  ihivg,  to  which 
Jehovah  says,  “/  am  about  to  spue  thee  out  of  viy 
7nouth” 

We  may  trace  this  continuous  growth  of  eccle¬ 
siastical  evil,  also,  in  tlje  varying  attitude  and 
conduct  of  the  Saviour  toward  these  several 
Churches.  To  the  first,  lie  utters  himself  in  the 
utmost  gentleness.  lie  first  commends  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  then  rebukes  Avith  great 
mildness  and  reluctance.  Much  the  same  tone  is 
maintained  in  the  second  Epistle,  with  a  stronger 
insinuation  with  reference  to  the  closer  and  more 
potent  presence  of  a  l)ody  of  Judaizers,  whom 
lie  denounces  as  blasphemers.  But  in  the  third, 
Ilis  Avords  gather  shai'pness,  and  the  angel  of  the 
Church  of  Pergamos  is  reproved  Avith  an  inten¬ 
sity  of  displeasure  and  condemnation  for  the  first 
time  seen,  and  which  heightens  Avith  the  next. 
“  Thou  hast  there  those  Avho  hold  the  teaching  of 
Balaam.  .  .  .  Thou  thyself  also  liast  those  aaJio 
hold  the  doctrine  of  the  ISTicolaitanes.”  And  in 
the  fourth  Epistle,  besides  tlie  SAveeping  severity 
of  Ilis  complaints  and  threatenings.  He  makes  a 
change  in  the  position  of  the  admonition  of  the 
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Spirit  to  hear.  Up  to  this  point,  that  admonition 
precedes  the  promise;  here,  and  in  the  subse¬ 
quent  Epistles,  it  is  put  after  the  promise.  In  the 
first  three  instances,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  Spirit  from  within  the  professing 
body,  calling  to  the  world  without;  hut  in  the 
last  four,  it  would  seem  that  the  Spirit  itself  is 
without,  and  that  the  call  is  considered  now  as 
having  the  same  relation  to  the  body  of  the  pro¬ 
fessed  Church  as  to  the  ivorld.  It  is  thus  in¬ 
tensely  significant  of  prevailing  apostasy,  which 
has  so  Paganized  the  professing  Church  as  to 
make  true  Christians  as  exceptional  in  the  Church 
as  in  the  world.  As  the  pillar  of  cloud  went  up 
from  before  the  camp  of  Israel,  and  took  its 
place  behind  it,  to  sever  the  Lord’s  people  from 
the  Egyptians,  so  this  change  intimates  that  the 
Church,  as  a  body,  has  become  so  blended  with 
the  world,  that  a  separation  needs  to  he  drawn 
between  Christ’s  true  people  and  it,  the  same  as 
its  calling  was  meant  to  sever  it  from  the  world. 
Hence,  in  all  the  Epistles  in  which  the  Spirit’s 
warning  takes  its  place  after  the  promise,  the 
great  body  of  the  professed  Church,  as  such,  is 
treated  as  apostate,  and  hopelessly  corrupt,  whilst 
at  the  end  the  fearful  announcement  is  made  that 
Christ  is  about  to  cast  it  loathingly  from  Him. 

And  in  still  another  respect  does  Christ  suc¬ 
cessively  alter  His  attitude  toward  these  Churches, 
indicative  of  growing  displeasure  on  His  part, 
and  gradual  ripening  for  judgment  on  their  part. 
He  required  of  the  Ephesians  to  repent  of  their 
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decline  of  love,  simply  refen’ing  to  the  fact  that 
lie  “will  come.”  lie  enjoined  npon  the  Per- 
gamites  to  repent  of  their  still  worse  defections, 
l)y  the  sharper  annonncement :  “  Otherwise  I  am 
coming  to  thee  quickly.”  Concerning  the  Thya- 
tirans,  he  gives  a  still  more  fearful  picture  of  Ills 
coming  to  Judgment,  and  declares  tliat  lie  will 
cast  Jezebel  and  licr  paramours  into  ])erdition, 
and  slay  her  children  witli  death.  Upon  the  Sar¬ 
dians  he  threatens  the  disaster  of  arriviua;  over 
them  as  a  thief,  at  a  moment  of  supposed  secu¬ 
rity.  The  liars  and  errorists  of  Philadelphia  He 
says  He  wull  humble  in  the  utmost  degree,  and 
l)ring  upon  those  settled  dowm  in  the  world  an 
hour  of  dreadful  trial,  the  same  as  shall  befall  the 
world  itself;  and  that  lie  is  coming  quickly,  as 
already  in  the  very  act  of  it.  And  wuth  reference 
to  the  loathsome  Laodiceans,  He  represents  him¬ 
self  as  already  present,  appealing  to  them  for  the 
last  time,  and  ready  now  to  spue  them  out  of  His 
mou'th. 

What,  then,  does  all  this  mean,  but  that  the 
Church,  as  a  professing  bodjq  pure  and  excellent 
as  it  was  at  the  beginning,  and  with  all  the  par¬ 
tial  revivals  that  mark  different  periods  of  its 
career,  and  with  all  the  myriads  of  saints  it  has 
embraced,  is  yet,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Son  of 
God  himself,  a  subject  of  gradual  and  ever-in¬ 
creasing  decline  and  decay,  first  in  one  direction, 
then  in  another,  until  it  becomes  completely  apos¬ 
tate,  and,  as  such,  is  finally  and  forever  rejected? 
This  will  be  for  many  a  very  sad  and  startling 
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doctrine.  It  is  a  paradox.  It  crosses  many  a 
fond  dream.  It  carries  dismay  to  certain  human¬ 
itarian  theories,  which  are  much  preached  up.  It 
strikes  the  death-blow  to  the  doctrine  of  a  tem¬ 
poral  millennium,  and  to  the  hope  of  an  eccle¬ 
siastical  renovation  of  the  world.  Contrary  to 
much  of  the  thinking  which  prevails,  it  shows 
the  professed  Church  in  process  of  conversion  to 
the  world,  instead  of  the  world  in  process  of  con¬ 
version,  by  its  means,  to  Christ.  But  I  am  sure 
that  it  is  the  truth  of  God.  Be  the  logical  con¬ 
sequences  what  they  may,  I  stand  here  upon  the 
solid  rock  of  Christ’s  own  presentation  of  the 
case,  as  viewed  from  the  judgment  seat. 

3.  But  I  further  learn  from  these  Epistles,  con¬ 
sidered  in  their  representative  relations,  what  is 
equally,  if  not  more,  important.  They  give 
Christ’s  own  judgment  and  decision  concerning 
many  very  grave  matters  which  have  agitated, 
divided,  distracted  and  despoiled  the  Church  in 
various  ages,  and  some  of  which  are  still  of  the 
’  most  intense  practical  moment.  In  this  respect, 
they  differ  greatly  from  most  other  portions  of 
Scripture.  "We  elsewhere  find  what,  if  rightly 
applied,  would  give  us  the  same  results.  But 
here  we  have,  not  only  principles,  which  we  in 
our  weakness  are  to  take  and  apply  as  facts  and 
circumstances  may  require,  hut  the  facts  them¬ 
selves,  under  Christ’s  own  eye,  and  directly  and 
authoritativel}'  pronounced  upon  by  Him ;  not 
only  the  materials  out  of  which  to  form  our 
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judgment  of  wliat  Christ  is  likely  to  think  of 
particular  systems,  tendencies  or  measures  in  the 
Church,  but  those  systems,  tendencies,  and  mea¬ 
sures  themselves,  brought  before  the  judgment 
seat,  reviewed  by  His  all-searching  intelligence, 
and  their  trne  character  declared  direct  from  His 
own  lips. 

In  the  view  of  these  Epistles  Avhich  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  bring  out,  we  can  be  at  no 
o-reat  loss  to  know  what  Hicolaitanism  is.  If 
tliey  relate  to  successive  phases  of  the  Church 
general,  there  can  be  no  disagreement  as  to  the 
identity  of  the  Smyrna  period  with  the  era  of  the 
Pagan  persecntioiis.  Smyrna  was  to  have  a  tri¬ 
bulation  of  “/e?i  days;”  and  all  ecclesiastical 
writers  agree  in  enumerating  ‘■'■ten”  of  these  per¬ 
secutions,  raging  most  fearfully  during  ten  years, 
from  the  decree  of  Dioclesian  in  A.  H.  303,  to  the 
Constantinian  edict  of  Milan  in  A.  D.  313.  Even 
the  opponents  of  the  prophetic  view  of  these 
Epistles  agree,  that  “  Smyrna  represents  excel¬ 
lently  well  the  ecchsia  pressa  in  its  last  and  most 
terrible  struggles  with  heathen  Rome.”*  The  dis¬ 
tinctive  Pergaviite  period  did^  not  therefore  commence 
before  the  fourth  century.  And  as  we  find  these 
ISTicolaitanes  in  full  sway  in  this  period,  and  giv¬ 
ing  character  to  it,  it  follows  unmistakablj^  that 
they  were  not  a  primitive  sect,  of  which  some 
Iiave  spoken,  but  of  which  no  one  knows  any¬ 
thing.  Existing  already  in  the  Ephesian  era,  we 


*  See  Trench  on  the  Sev.  Epist.,  p.  309. 
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fiud  Kicolaitanisra  stretching  through  centuries, 
and  exerting  an  influence  so  marked,  that  it  is 
not  possible  that  history  should  he  entirely  silent 
with  reference  to  it,  although  not  known  by  this 
name.  The  truth  is,  that  it  figures  largely  in  all 
Church  annals ;  and  we  have  only  to  look  at  the 
signification  of  the  name  which  Christ  gives  it, 
and  at  the  characteristic  tendencies  of  the  period 
succeeding  the  Pagan  persecutions,  to  identify  it. 
AVe  know  that  it  was  a  thing  which  started  in 
practice,  and  afterwards  embodied  itself  in  theory, 
and  became  a  feature  of  doctrine.  AVe  know  that 
it  was  something  which  put  down  the  people,  su¬ 
perseded  them  in  their  rights,  and  set  them  aside  ; 
for  this  is  the  plain  import  of  the  name  which 
Christ  gives  it,  and  the  names  which  are  divinely 
given  are  always  exactly  descriptive  of  the  things 
or  persons  that  receive  them.  AVe  also  know, 
from  the  Scriptures,  and  from  the  common  repre¬ 
sentations  of  all  ecclesiastical  historians,  that  the 
Church  was  hardlv  founded  until  it  heo-an  to  be 

*/  o 

troubled  with  the  lordly  pretensions  and  doings 
of  arrogant  men,  in  violation  of  the  common 
priesthood  of  believers,  and  settling  upon  minis¬ 
ters  the  attributes  and  prerogatives  of  a  magis¬ 
terial  order,  against  which  Peter,  Paul  and  John 
were  moved  to  declare  their  apostolic  condemna¬ 
tion,  but  which  grew  nevertheless,  and  presently 
became  fixed  upon  the  Church  as  part  of  its  es¬ 
sential  system.  AVe  know  that  there  is  to  this 
day  a  certain  teaching,  and  claim,  and  practice, 
in  the  largest  part  of  the  professed  Church,  ac- 
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cording  to  wliich  a  certain  order  severs  itself 
entirely  from  the  lait}’,  assumes  the  rights  and 
titles  of  priesthood,  asserts  superiority  and  au¬ 
thority  over  the  rest  in  spiritual  matters,  denies 
the  right  of  any  one,  whatever  his  gifts  or  graces, 
to  teach  or  preach  in  the  Church  who  has  not 
heen  regularly  initiated  .into  the  mysterious  puis¬ 
sance  of  its  own  self-constituted  circle,  and  puts 
forward  its  creatures,  however  glaringly  deficient 
in  those  heaveidy  gifts  which  really  make  the 
minister,  as  Chri;5t’s  only  authorized  heralds,  be¬ 
fore  whom  eveiy  one  else  must  be  mute  and 
passive,  and  ^vhose  words  and  administrations 
every  one  must  receive,  on  pain  of  exclusion 
from  tlie  hope  of  salvation.  We  also  know  that 
tills  system  of  priestly  clericalism  and  prelatical 
hierarchism  claims  to  have  come  down  from  the 
earliest  periods  of  the  Church,  and  traces  for 
itself  a  regular  succession  through  the  Christian 
centuries,  and  appeals  to  patristic  practice  as  its 
chief  liasis,  vindication,  and  boast.  We  know 
that  it  first  came  into  effective  sway  in  the  period 
immediately  succeeding  the  Pagan  persecutions,* 
reaching  its  fullest  emliodinient  in  Popery,  and 
has  perpetuated  itself  in  the  same,  and  in  Laud- 
ism,  tractarianism,  and  higb-Churchism,  even  to 
our  day,  and  to  our  very  doors.  And  if  we 
would  know  what  the  Lord  Jesus  thinks  of  it, 

*  Even  Archbishop  Cranmer  testifies  that  “the  bishops  and 
jiriests  were  at  one  time,  and  were  no  two  things,  but  both 
one  office,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 'religion.” — Bur¬ 
net's  Reform.,  App  ,  Book  HI. 
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we  have  only  to  recur  to  these  Epistles,  in  which 
He  lays  Ilis  hand  right  on  it,  and  says:  “This 
THING  I  HATE.” 

Contemporaneous  with  the  flowering  of  Hicolai- 
tanism,  was  another  influential  and  characterizing 
feature  manifested  in  the  Church,  of  which  the 
name  of  Pergamos  itself  is  significant — a  certain 
marriage  with  worldbj  j)ower,  which  the  Saviour 
pronounces  adulterous,  idolatrous  and  Balaamitic. 
ISTor  can  we  be  in  doubt  respecting  this,  any  more 
than  the  other.  Its  development  is  located  in  the 
period  immediately  succeeding  the  Pagan  perse¬ 
cutions,  when  the  Church,  according  to  all  histo¬ 
rians,  sacred  and  secular,  did  consent  to  one  of 
the  most  marked  and  marvellous  alliances  that 
has  occurred  in  all  its  history.  We  know  that 
there  was  then  formed  a  union  between  the 
Church  and  the  empire,  which  the  fall  of  that 
empire  hardly  dissolved,  and  which  has  been 
perpetuated  in  the  union  of  Church  and  State,  in 
the  greater  part  of  Christendom,  down  to  this 
very  hour.  It  was  an  alliance  cried  up  at  the 
time,  and  by  many  since,  as  the  realization  of 
the  millennium  itself,  and  the  great  consum¬ 
mating  victory  of  the  cross.  But  Christ  here 
gives  Ilis  verdict  upon  it,  pronouncing  it  an 
idolatrous  uncleanness;  Israel  joining  himself  to 
Baal-peor;  a  fearful  and  disastrous  compromise 
of  Christianity  with  the  world,  which  disfigured 
and  debauched  the  Church,  and  destroyed  myri¬ 
ads  of  souls.  Hor  can  any  one  dispute  the  ap¬ 
propriateness  of  the  imagery,  or  the  justness  of 

17 
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the  .sentence.  (See  also  Heh.  12:6;  James  4  :  4; 
1  John  2  :  1.3;  Kev.  18  :  3-9.) 

Ami  hj  means  of  Nicolaitanisra  and  affiliation 
with  worldly  power,  by  whicla  all  sorts  of  cor- 
rn}»ting  elements  were  taken  np,  the  Church  soon 
put  on  another  })hase,  the  distinguishing  features 
of  which  are  most  graphically  sketched.  “For 
such  Frotestant  expositors,”  says  Trench,  “as  see 
the  Ihipacy  in  the  scarlet  woman  of  Babylon,  the 
Jezebel  of  Thyatira  appears  exactly  at  the  right 
time,  coincides  with  tlie  Pa[)a(‘y  at  its  height,  yet 
at  the  same  time  with  judgment  at  the  door  in 
the  great  revolt  which  was  even  then  preparing.”* 
Systematized  ])relacy,  and  Balaamisin,  made  the 
emperor  })resident  of  the  Church  Councils  and 
the  conlii'mer  of  their  deci’ces,  brought  the  com¬ 
munity  of  saints  into  conjunction  with  “  Satan’s 
throne,”  and  so  gave  being  to  that  mongrel  but 
mighty  thing  in  which  Pagan  life  was  transferred 
to  Cliristian  veins,  heathen  pomp  and  ceremony 
commingled  with  Christian  rites  and  sacraments, 
and  the  })rofessed  Bride  of  CJirist  transformed 
into  a  (pieenly  adulteress,  the  harlot  mother  of  a 
harlot  household.  And  in  all  histoiy  there  is  not 
another  character  which  so  completely  represents 
the  I’apal  system — its  character,  works  and  wor¬ 
ship — as  the  unclean  wife  of  Ahab,  the  Jezebel 
of  these  E[)istles.  She  was  a  heathen,  married 
to  a  Jew;  and  such  is  the  character  of  the  Papal 
system  in  its  main  elements — Paganism  joined  to 


*  On  the  Seven  Epistles,  p.  310. 
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ail  obsolete  Judaism.  She  is  described  as  calling 
herself  a  prophetess,  and  as  undertaking  to  be 
the  teacher  of  God’s  servants ;  and  Popery  claims 
and  professes  to  be  heaven’s  only  infallible  teacher 
of  God’s  truth.  She  is  described  as  having  a  set 
of  “works,”  emphatically  “Aer  rcorks^-as  distin¬ 
guished  from  others  which  are  called  Christ’s 
“  works;”  and  Popery  is  a  system  of  works — a 
religion  of  ceremonies,  penances,  fasts,  masses, 
prayers,  vigils,  abnegations,  bodily  macerations, 
purgatory,  and  supererogatory  and  meritorious 
holiness  of  saints,  by  which  it  proposes  to  save  its 
devotees.  She  was  an  adulteress ;  and  Popery, 
above  all,  has  been  characterized  by  her  unclean 
dealings  with  the  kings  and  powers  of  the  earth, 
lending  herself  to  serve  their  pleasure,  to  bring 
them  under  her  sway,  and  teaching  God’s  people 
to  accept  worldly  conformity  as  a  means  of  Chris¬ 
tian  victory.  She  was  a  persecutor  and  murderess 
of  God’s  prophets  and  witnesses;  and  the  Papacy 
is  marked  by  nothing  more  than  its  severity  to¬ 
ward  such  as  stood  out  against  its  impious  pre¬ 
tences,  and  its  public  and  secret  tortures  and 
butcheries  of  the  saints.  “  For  in  her  was  found 
the  blood  of  prophets,  and  of  saints,  and  of  all 
that  were  slain  upon  the  earth.”  According  to 
the  most  credible  reading  of  these  Epistles,  this 
Jezebel  is  represented  as  the  angel’s  wife ;  and  it 
is  charactei’istic  of  Popery  to  enforce  celibacy 
upon  the  clergy,  holding  them  to  be  married  to 
the  Church,  and  hence  teaching  all  her  sons  and 
daughters  to  call  them  “fathers.”  This  Jezebel 
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is  also  described  as  having  “children,”  alike  with 
her  nn satisfactory  to  Christ;  and  whence  but 
from  that  unclean  source  have  we  those  semi- 
Papal  national  religions  establishments,  by  which 
the  Churcli  of  Jesus  is  befouled,  hindered  and 
disgraced,  even  in  many  Protestant  countries  ? 
ACe  thus  obtain  from  these  Epistles  Christ’s  own 
direct  verdict  upon  Romanism,  both  in  its  more 
offensive  features  in  the  old  mother,  and  in  its 
more  modified  forms  in  the  daughters. 

And  so,  if  we  woidd  know  how  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  stands  in  the  Saviour’s  estimation,  we  also 
f  nd  it  here.  As  to  the  great  spiritual  leaders  in 
it,  Ilis  comforting  declaration  is,  that  their  gar¬ 
ments  were  nndetiled  ;  that  their  names  are  held 
in  honor ;  and  that  they  shall  walk  with  Him 
in  white;  “for  they  are  worthy.”  As  to  the 
character  of  the  doctrines  on  which  it  was  based. 
His  command  is  to  remend^er  them,  observe 
them,  and  watch,  as  the  means  of  being  ready 
for  Him  when  He  conies.  And  as  to  the  final 
outcome  of  the  blessed  movement.  His  plain  and 
unmistakable  word,  on  the  other  side,  is,  that  it 
was  not  coinplde;  that  its  works  have  not  been 
found  perfect  in  the  sight  of  God;  that  the  new 
phase  of  the  Church  'which  resulted  from  it  had 
not  the  vitality  which  it  professed ;  and  that  the 
tilings  which  it  had  taken  in  hand  to  conserve,  it 
did  too  much  neglect  and  leave  to  droop  and 
Avitlier.  Its  agents  Avere  pure  and  noble,  its  prin¬ 
ciples  Avere  right  and  true ;  hut  its  fruits  AA^ere 
incomplete,  its  results  Avere  marred,  and  its 
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achievements  fell  short  of  the  mark  at  which  it 
aimed.  The  Saviour  almost  names  'the  great- 
souled  men  who  led  in  that  glorious  work,  and 
seems  almost  to  sign  with  His  own  hand  the  Pro¬ 
test  of  Spire  and  the  Confession  of  Augsburg, 
and  to  reiterate  from  heaven  the  great  founda¬ 
tion  doctrines  : 

An  open  Bible  man’s  only  law  of  faith  ; 
Trust  in  a  crucified  Saviour  man’s  only  jus¬ 
tification  ; 

The  glorified  Jesus  the  only  Lord  and  Mas¬ 
ter  OF  the  Church. 

But  the  working  out  of  these  principles  in  what 
followed.  He  as  clearly  pronounces  defective ;  and 
the  embodying  of  them  in  the  life  developed  upon 
them.  He  adjudges  to  he  a  thing  of  “name” 
more  than  reality. 

Two  centuries  passed  and  the  Protestant 
Churches  assumed  another  phase.  The  times  of 
the  Pietists,  and  the  Puritans,  and  the  Metlio- 
dists  came  on,  and  there  was  a  new  stir  in  dead 
Christendom.  Those  who  had  escaped  from  the 
dominion  of  Jezebel  began  to  remember  how 
they  had  received,  and  heard,  and  to  observe,  and 
repent,  and  wake  up  to  a  sense  of  the  common 
brotherhood  of  man,  and  especially  of  believers. 
Christians  began  to  see  and  feel  that  the  Gospel 
is  more  than  orthodoxy,  and  that  living  aggres¬ 
siveness  is  one  of  its  fundamental  features.  The 
era  of  revivals,  and  missions,  and  united  efforts 
for  the  general  conversion  of  mankind  ensued, 
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such  as  had  not  been  since  tlie  primitive  ages. 
Many  inde'ed  continued  to  live  on  in  ease,  settled 
comtbrtahly  npon  the  earth,  and  hut  slightly  in- 
llueuced  hy  the  new  spirit.  Great  multitudes  of 
false  professors,  boastful  of  their  claims,  and 
sneering  and  censorious  toward  the  men  of  true 
faith,  yet  swarmed  throughout  Christendom.  But, 
u})on  the  whole,  there  was  groat  revival  of  life  and 
fratennty  among  Christians.  All  this  we  find  de¬ 
pictured  in  the  Sixth  Epistle,  and  verified  in  the 
history  of  tlie  last  hundred  years.  And  Christ’s 
estimate  of  this  state  of  things  is  also  given.  The 
true  men  of  love  He  declares  lie  loves.  As  their 
hearts  have  l)een  to  extend  the  victories  of  the 
cross,  lie  promises  them  an  open  door  of  success 
which  none  should  he  able  to  shut,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  efibrts  made  to  silence  and  hinder  them. 
Because  they  kept  Ilis  word  in  patient  waiting  on 
Him  and  for  Him,  lie  }tromises  that  they  shall  he 
kept  out  of  the  sifting  trials  Avhich  He  threatens 
to  send  upon  those  dwelling  at  ease.  And  as  for 
the  rest,  they  are  the  “  synagogue  of  Satan,” 
Avhom  He  engages  to  humble  at  the  very  feet  of 
His  faithful  ones. 

There  is  yet  one  other  phase.  Shall  I  say  that 
it  is  yet  future,  or  that  we  have  ah’eady  entered 
it?  Here  are  still  some  whom  Christ  loves, — 
mostly  suffering  ones,  under  the  rebukes  and 
chasten ings  of  their  gracious  Loi’d.  But  the  body 
of  Christendom  is  rphte  apostate,  with  Christ  out¬ 
side,  and  knocking  for  admission  into  his  own 
professed  Church.  Paul  prophesied  of  the  Church 
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that  in  the  last  period,  men  would  be  mere  “lovers 
of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud, 
blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents,  unthankful, 
unholy,  without  natural  affection,  truce-breakers, 
false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  despisers  of 
those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high-minded, 
lovers  of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  God, 
having  the  form  of  godliness  but  denying  the  power 
thereof”  (2  Tim.  3  : 1-5.)  This  is  a  fearful  picture, 
almost  as  dark  as  that  which  he  gave  of  the  hea¬ 
then  world  before  Christianity  touched  it.  (See 
Rom.  1 ;  26-32.)  But  it  answers  precisely  to  the 
Saviour’s  portraiture  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
Church  in  its  last  phase. 

It  is  Laodicean, — conformed  in  everything  to 
the  popular  judgment  and  will, — the  extreme  op¬ 
posite  of  Nicolaitane.  Instead  of  a  Church  of 
domineering  clericals,  it  is  the  Church  of  the 
domineering  mob,  in  which  nothing  may  be 
safely  preached  except  what  the  people  are  pleased 
to  hear, — in  which  the  teachings  of  the  pulpit  are 
fashioned  to  the  tastes  of  the  pew,  and  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  individual  override  the  enactments  of 
legitimate  authority. 

It  is  lukewarm, — nothing  decided, — partly  hot 
and  partly  cold, — divided  between  Christ  and  the 
world, — not  willing  to  give  up  pretension  and 
claim  to  the  heavenly,  and  yet  clinging  close  to 
the  earthy, — having  too  much  conscience  to  cast 
off  the  name  of  Christ,  and  too  much  love  for  the 
world  to  take  a  firm  and  honest  stand  entirely  on 
His  side.  There  is  much  religiousness,  but  very 
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little  religion ;  nuieh  sentiment,  Out  very  little  of 
life  to  correspond ,  much  profession,  hnt  very  little 
faith;  a  joining  of  the  ball-room  to  the  commu¬ 
nion-table,  of  the  opera  with  the  worship  of  God, 
and  of  the  feasting  and  riot  of  the  world  with  pre¬ 
tended  charity  and  Christian  benevolence. 

And  it  is  self-satistied,  boastfid,  and  empty. 
Having  come  down  to  the  world’s  tastes,  and 
gained  the  world’s  praise  and  patronage,  the  Lao- 
diceans  think  they  are  rich,  and  increased  with 
goods,  and  have  need  in  nothing.  Such  splendid 
churches,  and  influential  and  intelligent  congre¬ 
gations,  and  learned,  agreeable  preachers  !  Such 
admirable  worship  and  music  !  Such  excellently 
manned  and  endowed  institutions !  So  many 
missionaries  in  the  fleld !  So  much  given  for 
magnificent  charities  !  Such  an  array  in  all  the 
attributes  of  greatness  and  power !  What  more 
can  be  wanted  ? 

And  will  it  answer  to  say  that  all  this  is  not 
hirgely  and  characteristically  the  state  of  things 
at  this  very  hour?  Can  any  man  scrutinize  nar¬ 
rowly  the  professed  Church  of  our  day,  and  say 
that  we  have  not  reached  tlio  Laodicean  age?  Is 
it  not  the  voice  of  this  Christendom  of  ours  which 
says  :  “  I  am  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  in  nothing?”  And  is  it  not  equally 
the  fact  that  this  selfsame  Christendom  of  ours  is 
“  the  wretched,  and  the  pitiable,  and  poor,  and 
blind,  and  naked?”  Did  the  “Mene,  mene,  tekel 
upharsin”  of  Belshazzar’s  palace  better  fit  the 
ancient  heathen  than  this  modern  Christian  Ba- 


LECTURE  VII.  CHAP.  3:21. 


201 


bylon  ?  Men  talk  of  it  as  destined  to  glorious 
triumph.  They  proclaim  it  commissioned  of  God 
to  convert  the  world.  They  point  to  its  onward 
march  as  about  to  take  speedy  possession  of  the 
race  for  Christ  and  heaven.  But  “  The  Amen” 
hath  spoken.  “  The  faithful  and  true  Witness” 
hath  given  His  word :  “  I  am  about  to  spue  it 

OUT  OE  MV  MOUTH.” 

Friends  and  brethren,  I  have  not  made  these 
pictures;  I  have  found  them;  and  the  sevenfold 
admonition  of  Almighty  God  with  reference  to 
them  is:  “He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear.” 
You  have  listened  to  my  statements;  have  you 
taken  in  their  truths  ?  If  there  is  any  just  appre¬ 
hension  of  Holy  Scriptures  in  them,  these  seven 
Epistles  stand  out  in  transcendent  interest  and 
value,  as  they  do  in  the  urgency  with  which  they 
are  pressed  upon  our  attention.  They  are  Christ’s 
own  history  of  His  Church.  They  are  Christ’s 
own  criticisms  upon  all  its  characteristic  features 
and  doings  for  nearly  two  thousand  years.  They 
are  Christ’s  own  verdict  upon  all  the  great  ques¬ 
tions  which  have  agitated  it,  and  upon  all  the 
great  influences  and  tendencies,  from  within  and 
from  without,  which  have  aflected  its  character  or 
destiny  in  every  period  of  its  career.  The  touches 
are  few,  but  the  marks  of  their  divinity  are  in 
them.  They  are  comprehensive,  true,  and  unmis¬ 
takable  to  Him  who  will  rightly  approach  and 
fairly  deal  with  them. 

And  if  these  Epistles  really  are  what  I  have  re¬ 
presented  them  to  be,  then  we  have  in  them  what 
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Christians  liave  so  much  felt  the  want  of,  namely, 
an  authoritative  settlement  of  the  great  questions 
between  us  and  prelatists,  papists,  state-church- 
ists,  and  false  pretenders,  errorists  and  radicals 
of  many  sorts.  Then  also  we  have  in  them  a 
tinal  settlement  of  the  question  whether  the 
Church,  or  the  returned  Saviour,  is  to  carry  re¬ 
demption  into  successful  effect  upon  earth’s  de¬ 
praved  and  rebellious  peoples, — whether  there  is 
to  be  a  millennium  of  j^eace  and  universal  right¬ 
eousness  wrought  by  present  instrumentalities  or 
not, — whether  the  tendency  of  Christendom  is  to¬ 
ward  improvement  and  perfection,  or,  like  every¬ 
thing  else  with  which  fallen  man  has  to  do,  earth¬ 
ward,  deathward,  and  hellward, — and  whether  or 
not  the  true  flock  of  God  is  ever  to  be  anything 
else  in  tliis  dispensation  than  a  feeble,  depressed, 
and  hated  minority.  All  these  questions,  and 
many  more  alike  interesting,  important,  and  vital, 
arc  put  beyond  all  reasonable  disputation  in  these 
Epistles  if  the  doctrine  of  their  proper  prophetic 
aspect  is  to  be  maintained.  And  I  submit  it  to 
you,  as  3'On  shall  answer  before  the  bar  of  God, 
whether  the  truthfulness  of  this  acceptation  of 
them  has  not  been  credibly  and  conclusively 
made  out.  The  key  exactly  tits  the  lock,  the  im¬ 
pression  answers  to  the  stamp,  the  cast  bears  the 
pi’ccise  outlines  of  the  mould;  and  it  would  seem 
to  me  like  trilling  with  the  truth  not  to  admit 
that,  in  the  mind  of  Jesus,  they  belong  together. 
Let  us  see  to  it,  then,  that  we  hear  as  the  text 
commands,  and  learn  to  view  the  Church’s  errors, 
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corruptions,  raistakes,  and  sins,  as  Christ  views 
them ;  to  love  what  lie  loves,  to  hate  what  He 
hates,  and  to  hope  only  as  He  has  given  us  autho¬ 
rity  to  hope.  And  to  this  may  Almighty  God 
grant  us  His  helping  grace  !  Amen. 


Help,  miglity  God  1 

The  strong  man  bows  himself, 
The  good  and  wise  are  few, 

The  standard-bearers  faint, 
The  enemy  prevails. 

Help,  God  of  might. 

In  this  thy  Church’s  night! 

Help,  mighty  God  ! 

The  world  is  waxing  gray. 

And  charity  grows  chill. 

And  faith  is  at  its  ebb. 

And  hope  is  withering  1 
Help,  God  of  might. 

Appear  in  glory  bright  1 


LECTURE  EIGHTH. 


CONCLUSION  OF  THE  SEVEN  EPISTLES — EXPLANATOKY  OBSER¬ 
VATIONS — THE  GOSPEL  NOT  A  FAILURE — THE  CREEDS  ON 
THE  SUBJECT — THE  SAME  AS  WITH  FORMER  DISPENSATIONS 
— CHRIST  HAS  ms  TRUE  PEOPLE  IN  EVERY  AGE — WHO  THEY 
ARE — WHAT  BECOMES  OF  THEM — THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE 
SAINTS  FROM  THE  EARTH — THIS  TO  BE  EXPECTED  AS  THE 
NEXT  GREAT  PROPHETIC  EVENT. 


Rev.  4:1.  (Revised  Text.)  After  these  things  I  saw,  and  behold, 
a  door  set  open  in  the  lieaven,  and  the  former  voice  which  I  heard,  as 
of  a  trumpet,  speaking  with  me,  saying,  Come  up  hither,  and  I  will 
show  thee  the  things  which  must  take  place  after  these  things. 

rMHESE  words  licgiu  a  new  vision,  wliich  con- 
^  stitntes  the  second  grand  section  of  the  Apo¬ 
calypse.  It  occupies  two  chapters.  It  relates 
not  to  things  on  earth,  but  to  things  in  heaven, 
and  to  things  subsequent  to  the  period  covered 
l)y  the  seven  CTiurches.  As  the  first  vision  em¬ 
braces  the  entire  earthly  career  of  the  Church  on 
earth,  from  its  organization  under  the  apostles  to 
the  coming  of  Christ,  this  gives  us  the  state  of 
things  intervening  between  the  removal  or  rap¬ 
ture  of  the  saints,  and  the  letting  forth  of  judg¬ 
ment  upon  apostate  Christendom.  In  other 
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words,  it  is  the  Apocalypse  of  Christ  in  relation 
to  Ills  elect  in  heaven,  after  they  have  been 
“taken” — “caught  up” — miraculously  removed 
from  the  world  to  the  pavilion  cloud, — and  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  going  forth  of  His  visitations  upon 
those  not  “  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these 
things,”  and  “left.” 

But  before  entering  upon  this  sublime  dis¬ 
closure,  there  are  still  some  things  relating  to  the 
Church  in  its  earthly  career  and  fate,  which  it 
will  he  important  tir.st  to  clear  up  more  fully. 

In  applying  the  seven  Epistles  to  the  successive 
periods  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  a  succession 
of  pictures  of  growing  apostasy  and  defection 
was  exhibited,  so  contrary  to  current  feelings  and 
ideas,  that  some,  perhaps,  might  he  disposed  to 
question  the  correctness  of  the  interpretation. 
Some  may  perhaps  think,  that  if  the  tendency  of 
the  professed  Church  is  ever  downward,  then  the 
Church  must  he  considered  a  fiiilure,  and  the 
Gospel  regarded  as  inadequate  to  its  purposes.  I 
had  not  overlooked  these  hearings  of  the  subject. 
It  is  also  due  to  the  truth,  and  to  such  as  are  ho¬ 
nestly  perplexed  in  adjusting  our  expositions  to 
■'he  general  scheme  of  Providence  and  Revelation, 
that  something  more  should  be  said. 

Observe,  then,  in  the  first  place,  that  so  far  as 
regards  the  history  of  the  Church  hitherto,  it  is  a 
simple  matter  of  fact  that  its  course  has  always 
been  in  the  line  of  deterioration ;  that  mischiefs 
of  difierent  sorts  have  successively  assailed  it, 
and  made  sad  havoc  of  its  faith  and  life ;  and  that 
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from  no  one  of  them  lias  it  ever  recovered,  or 
given  signs  of  its  ability  or  destiny  to  recover. 
In  a  recent  course  of  able  Lectures  on  the  Ages 
of  Christendom,  I  find  it  announced,  as  the  result 
of  a  faithful  induction  of  the  facts,  that  ^^Eccle¬ 
siastical  history  is,  to  a  large  extent,  a  history  of  cor¬ 
ruptions.'''^  That  such  is  the  truth,  every  one 
may  easil}’  ascertain  for  himself.  The  very  creeds 
of  the  Church  are  just  so  many  protestations 
against  the  consuming  errors  which  have  invaded 
and  preyed  upon  it,  and  which,  once  introduced, 
never  entirely  disappear.  Apart,  then,  from  all 
prophetic  interpretation,  it  is  a  stubborn  fact, 
which  we  must  dispose  of  tlie  best  way  we  can, 
that  the  poAver  of  deterioration  has  hitherto  held 
vast  SAvay  in  the  professing  Church.  History 
tlius  accords  Avith  prophetic  foreshowing,  and 
hears  upon  its  unalterable  records  Avhat  Avas  al¬ 
ready  foreseen  and  foretold  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning.  And  if  Ave  do  shut  our  eyes  and  ears  to 
AA’hat  the  propliets  haA^e  said,  because  the  picture 
is  xuiAvelcome  and  embarrassing,  the  same  stands 
Avritten  Avliere  Ave  mast  meet  it,  and  Avhere  we 
must  deal  Avith  it,  unrelieved  l)y  the  coiwenient 
resort  of  referring  it  to  some  Avild  and  bewilder¬ 
ing  theories  of  prophetic  interpretation.  It  is 
fact,  and  Ave  must  admit  it,  Avhether  it  be  in  the 
prophecies  or  not. 

It  is,  moreover,  a  very  foolish  thing  for  us  to 


*  Congregational  Lecture  for  1855,  by  John  Stoughton,  p. 
423. 
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attempt  to  marshal  the  course  of  God’s  provi¬ 
dence  according  to  our  preconceptions  and  nar¬ 
row  judgments  of  what  is  consistent  and  right. 
h7o  human  philosophy  has  ever  yet  been  able  to 
cast  its  boldest  guesses  half  way  to  the  sublimity 
of  the  divine  plans  and  purposes.  We  have 
justly  been  compared  to  children  playing  on  the 
sea-shore,  now  and  then  picking  up  a  few  beau¬ 
tiful  pebbles  or  shells,  but  with  the  great  ocean 
of  God’s  thoughts  lying  all  undiscovered  before 
us.  We  may  wonder,  and  question,  and  debate; 
but  all  the  fabrics  of  our  wisdom  are  utterly  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  first  swell  from  those  mysterious 
depths.  People  may  ask  how  it  is  that  the  great 
Author  of  Christianity  has  permitted  the  history 
of  its  realization  to  include  so  much  that  is  pain¬ 
ful  and  revolting;  how  it  is  that  He  did  not  keep 
unpolluted  His  own  sacred  institutions — that  lie 
did  not  save  the  light  from  being  dimmed — that 
He  did  not  preserve  the  Church  an  unblighted 
garden,  a  home  of  unruffled  love.  We  can  only 
answer,  that  His  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor 
His  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  The  truth  is,  that 
God’s  universe  throughout  is  a  very  different 
realm  from  what  man’s  wisdom  would  have  made 
it.  The  human  ideal  of  what  a  world  should  be 
— of  what  a  system  of  creation  should  be — of 
what  an  order  of  moral  government  should  be — 
of  what  a  revelation  from  heaven  should  be — is  a 
frail  conceit,  dashed  to  atoms  the  moment  it  en¬ 
counters  God’s  actual  world,  government  or  word. 
And  the  Church  is  only  a  more  mysterious  and 
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more  iniraeulous  part  of  a  grand  system  of  mys¬ 
teries  and  miracles,  as  Avide  as  space,  and  stretcli- 
ing  tlirongli  eternity.  It  is  therefore  the  part  of 
}iiety  and  true  A\dsdom  to  accept  God’s  AA-ord  as  it 
is,  and  facts  as  they  are,  Avithout  interposing  bar¬ 
riers  to  the  reception  of  the  truth,  by  our  philoso¬ 
phizing  and  Auiiu  imaginings  as  to  Iioaa^  things 
should  he. 

It  is  also  to  he  remarked  that  the  history  of  the 
Chui'ch,  as  we  have  found  it  projected  in  the  se¬ 
ven  Epistles,  accords  A^ery  well  Avith  the  history 
of  the  universe  in  general.  It  is  only  a  smaller 
circle  Avithin  a  larger  of  the  same  sort.  “  God 
revealed  truth  and  duty  to  angels  in  heaven.  He 
did  the  same  to  Adam  and  Eve  on  earth.  They 
Avere  all  at  first  pei’fect,  according  to  their  nature, 
d’lie  greater  Cliurcli  above  Avas  pure  and  holy — 
the  lesser  Clmrch  below  had  on  it  no  taint. 
Then  a  })art  of  the  celestial  Ecciesia  apostatized; 
morning  stars  fell ;  sons  of  God  kept  not  their 
first  estate.  The  little  terrestrial  Ecdesia,  as  a 
Avhole,  Avas  disobedient;  as  its  members  multi¬ 
plied,  they  corrupted  religion,  accepted  shadows 
for  substances,  and  Avent  fearfully  astray.  Here, 
then,  Ave  Inwe  examples  of  responsible  creatures 
having  before  tliern  divine  communications  full 
of  holiness  and  love,  Avhile  they  are  either  in  de¬ 
clared  hostility  to  the  gracious  message  and  law, 
or  else  keeping  holloAv  peace,  and  paying  hypo¬ 
critical  deference.  Infinite  power  and  goodness 
have  not  prevented  such  a  collisiou,  nor  excluded 
such  an  alliance.  Evil  exists  in  this  world  and  in 
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other  worlds.  Is  it  out  of  harmony  with  that 
fact,  that  evil  should  be  found  in  Christendom  ? 
The  analogy  between  the  corruptions  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  the  prior  corruptions  of 
reason  and  conscience — between  the  introduction 
of  sin  among  angels,  and  the  appearance  of  sin 
among  Christians — is  obvious  enough.  There  is 
only  this  difference :  that  whereas  in  the  earlier 
case  there  was  apostasy  after  perfection — a  de¬ 
parture  from  the  ideal  after  a  full  realization  of 
it — in  the  latter  case  there  has  never  been  full 
perfection ;  at  the  beginning,  the  ideal  was  not 
more  than  partially  realized.  The  tirst  fall  was 
deeper  than  the  second,  and  far  more  wonderful. 
If  nature  he  corrupted,  is  it  so  great  a  marvel 
that  revelation  should  be  perverted?  Amidst  the 
raging  of  moral  disease,  is  the  mystery  much  in¬ 
creased  when  we  see  mortals  resisting  or  misap- 
plying  the  remedy  ?  How  could  human  sin  and 
folly,  prevalent  everywhere,  he  kept  out  of  Chris¬ 
tendom,  without  a  miracle  very  different  from, 
and  far  greater  than,  any  which  the  Bible  re¬ 
lates?”  So  Stoughton  has  well  put  the  case.* 
Why,  then,  should  we  become  so  disturbed  and 
unsettled  at  the  prophetic  portraiture  of  a  contin¬ 
uously  corrupting  Christendom,  down  even  to  the 
very  end  of  the  dispensation  ?  Hay,  why  should 
we  entertain  the  idea  of  an  end  at  all,  except 
upon  the  underlying  assumption,  either,  as  we 
hold,  that  it  was  never  meant  to  he  that  final  and 


*  “Ages  of  Christendom,”  pp.  .426-8. 
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nnivei'sally  effective  thing  which  some  liave  orro- 
neonsly  conceived  it  to  be,  or  that  there  has  been 
some  disastrous  miscarriage  in  its  aim  ? 

Xeitlier  does  it  compromise  the  perfection  or 
the  divinity  of  Cliristianity,  tliat  so  large  a  part 
of  its  history,  even  to  the  end,  is  a  history  of  cor¬ 
ruption  and  apostasy.  Tlie  ideal  of  a  thing  may 
be  pertect,  and  the  realization  of  it  he  very  dif¬ 
ferent.  Crimes  argue  nothing  against  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  laws  by  which  they  are  condemned 
and  punished.  iSTo  more  is  the  Gospel  responsible 
tor  man’s  perversions  of  it,  or  for  the  defections 
which  it  denounces.  ISTay,  these  very  apostasies 
help  to  evidence  its  divinity.  Having  foretold, 
warned  against  and  condemned  them  from  the 
commencement,  their  actual  occurrence  is  proof 
that  it  is  from  Him  who  knew  the  end  of  all 
things  from  the  l^eginuing.  The  very  announce¬ 
ments  of  the  Gospel,  and  all  its  original  and 
authoritative  recoi'ds,  pi’edicted  “a  falling  aw’ay,” 
the  coming  of  “false  })rophets  in  sheep’s  cloth¬ 
ing,”  a  “departing  from  the  faith,”  the  bringing 
in  ot  “damnable  heresies,”  and  all  varieties  and 
forms  ot  evil  with  which  the  Church  has  hitherto 
been  marred  and  disgraced.  Tlie  darkest  pages 
of  its  history  are  just  what  was  foreseen. 

Ere  it  came, 

Its  shadow,  stretching  far  and  wide,  was  known, 

And  two  who  looked  beyond  the  visible  sphere 
Gave  notice  of  its  coming :  he  who  saw 
The  Apocalypse,  and  he  of  elder  time. 

Who,  in  awful  vision  of  the  night. 

Saw  the  four  kingdoms,  distant  as  they  were. 
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Had  it  not  been  so,  then  these  sad  disasters 
might  weigh  to  overturn  our  faith ;  hut  witli  the 
whole  story  of  Christendom  traced  out  in  ad¬ 
vance,  in  the  foretellings  of  its  founders,  and  the 
facts  in  all  their  details  coinciding  with  the  pre¬ 
dictions,  so  contrary  to  all  man’s  anticipations 
and  ideas,  we  are  assured  of  the  presence  of  su¬ 
perhuman  foresight,  and  of  a  wisdom  which  could 
only  come  from  God. 

Xor  does  it  follow  that  we  must  consider  the 
Gospel  a  failure  because  of  these  augmenting 
defections.  If  it  had  been  stated  in  the  ISTew 
Testament  that  the  Gospel  was  never  to  he  mis¬ 
apprehended  or  denied  by  its  professors ;  that  the 
heavenly  gift  could  never  he  soiled  by  earthly 
touch;  that  the  circle  of  the  Church  should  he 
forever  free  from  Satanic  invasion ;  that  no  here¬ 
sies,  schisms,  inconsistencies,  falsehoods,  frauds, 
hypocrisies  or  crimes  should  ever  he  found  in 
ecclesiastical  annals;  and  that  the  career  of  the 
Church  should  he  like  a  pure  and  peaceful  river, 
unobstructed  in  its  flow,  unpolluted  in  its  waters, 
and  ever  expanding  through  the  centuries,  until 
the  world  should  be  covered  with  the  ocean 
of  its  outpoured  blessings;  then,  indeed,  such 
obscurations  of  the  sunny  picture  would  necessi¬ 
tate  the  admission  that  Christianity  has  failed. 
But  no  such  things  are  written  in  the  Hew  Testa¬ 
ment.  The  very  reverse  is  found  in  every  allu¬ 
sion  which  it  makes  to  the  estate  of  the  Church 
in  this  world,  or  to  the  nature  and  object  of  this 
dispensation.  Christ’s  own  miraculous  ministry 
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<>'athere(l  around  Ilim  but  a  “little  flock,”  and 
one  of  them  was  a  devil.  The  highest  expecta¬ 
tion  of  Paul  in  his  great  labors,  was  that  he 
“  inicht  save  some.”  Janies  declared  the  object 
of  the  ofl'er  of  God’s  grace  to  the  Gentiles  to  he, 
“to  take  out  of  them  a  [leople  for  His  name,” 
and  that  “to  this  agree  the  words  of  the  pro¬ 
phets.”  (Acts  15  :  14,  15.)  The  very  designation 
of  the  true  subjects  of  divine  grace  (ezzAr^rt-ta)  sin¬ 
gles  them  out  as  exceptional  to  the  general  mass; 
as  elected  and  chosen  ones,  in  whose  high  privi¬ 
leges  the  great  multitudes  in  evm’y  age  have  no 
part.  And  he  who  looks  upon  the  present  Gospel, 
simply  as  we  now  have  it,  as  meant,  equipped, 
and  ordained,  for  the  conversion  of  all  mankind, 
and  the  recovery  of  the  whole  world  to  holiness, 
believes  what  the  Scriptures  do  not  teach,  and 
is  expecting  what  God  has  nowhere  promised. 
There  is  not  a  respectalile  creed  in  all  Christen¬ 
dom  that  emliodies  any  such  doctrine.  On  the 
contrary,  the  fundamental  Confes.sion  of  Protest¬ 
ants  condemns,  as  “Jewish  notions,”  all  idea 
“that,  prior  to  the  resurrection  ot  the  dead,  the 
godly  shall  get  the  sovereignty  in  the  world,  and 
the  wicked  he  brought  under  in  every  place.”* 

*  John  Conrad  Goebel,  in  his  sermons  on  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  so  interprets  this  article  as  repudiates  the  doctrine 
of  the  conversion  of  the  world,  and  declares  that  “the  idea 
of  a  golden  age  in  this  world,  before  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  is  a  mere  phantasm,  not  only  contrary  to  the  entire 
Holy  Scripture,  but  especially  contrary  to  the  clear  and  lucid 
prophecies  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  Ilis  beloved  apostles, 
where  they  speak  of  the  times  ijnmediatoly  preceding  the  day 
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III  like  maiiner,  the  Latter  Confession  of  Helvetia 
condemns  “the  Jewish  dreams,  that  before  the 


of  judgment— Matt.  24  :  23  ;  1  Tim.  4  :  1 ;  2  Tim.  3  :  1 ;  2  Pet. 
3:3;  and  other  places,  where  more  may  be  seen  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Nothing  is  there  said  or  predicted  of  a  golden  age,  but 
only  crosses  and  tribulations,  which  touch  all  the  estates  of 
the  world.  Concerning  ecclesiastical  affairs,  it  was  predicted 
that  in  the  last  times  many  false  Christs  and  false  prophets 
shall  arise,  and  shall  do  great  signs  and  wonders,  and  deceive, 
if  it  were  possible,  the  very  elect.  Concerning  hearers,  it  was 
predicted  that  love  should  wax  cold  in  the  hearts  of  many,  and 
faith  wane  to  such  a  degree  that  Christ  himself  asks  :  ‘  Vriien 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  shall  He  and  faith  on  the  earth?’ 
Will  that  be  a  golden  age?  Concerning  matters  of  state,  it 
was  predicted  that  unrighteousness  shall  sway  them,  and  there 
shall  be  wars  and  rumors  of  wars,  nation  rising  against  na¬ 
tion,  and  kingdom  against  kingdom..  Will  that  be  a  golden 
age?  Concerning  the  family,  it  was  predicted  that  the  son 
shall  be  against  the  father,  the  daughter  against  her  mother, 
and  that  a  man's  foes  shall  be  those  of  his  own  house.  Will 
that  be  a  golden  age?  Concerning  common  life,  it  was  pre¬ 
dicted  that  there  shall  be  distress  of  people  on  earth,  and 
trembling,  and  fainting  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  the 
things  that  are  to  come  upon  the  earth,  and  tribulation  such 
as  was  not  from  the  beginning  and  never  shall  be  again. 
Will  that  be  a  golden  age  ?  And  if  we  will  only  consider 
this  matter  a  little  in  the  fear  of  God,  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
fanatical  notion  contradicts  all  Scripture,  as  it  is  contrary  to 
this  article  of  our  common  Christianity.  .  .  .  Here  on  earth, 
while  the  world  lasts,  we  are  in  the  militant  Church,  and  have 
to  suffer  as  God  wills,  waiting  patiently  for  the  true  golden 
age,  and  the  kingdom  of  the  adorable  Trinity — not  in  this 
world  here  on  earth,  but  in  the  future  kingdom  of  eternal 
glory  and  blessedness.” — Die  XXI  Art.  Aug.  Conf.  in  Predigen 
Erkldrt,  pp.  1256-59. 

A  recent  writer  [Das  Tausend  jdrige  Reich  gelidrt  nicht  der 
Vergangenheit,  sondern  der  Zakunft  an  :  Giitersloh,  1860)  also 
maintains  that  this  article  of  the  Confession  condemns  the 
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judgment  tbere  sLall  be  a  golden  world  in  tbe 
eartb,  and  that  tbe  godly  shall  possess  tbe  king¬ 
doms  of  tbe  world,  tbeir  wicked  enemies  being 
trodden  under  foot;  for  tbe  Evangelical  truth 
(Matt.  24  and  25,  and  Luke  21)  and  the  apostolic 
doctrine  (in  tbe  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy,  3  and 
4)  are  found  to  teach  far  otherwise.”* *  Luther 
says :  “  This  is  not  true,  and  is  really  a  trick 
of  tbe  devil,  that  people  are  led  to  believe  that 
tbe  whole  Avorld  sliall  become  Christian.  It  is 
tbe  devil’s  doing,  in  order  to  darken  sound  doc¬ 
trine,  and  to  })revent  it  from  being  rightly  under¬ 
stood.  .  .  .  Therefore,  it  is  not  to  be  admitted 
that  tbe  whole  world  and  all  mankind  shall  be¬ 
lieve  on  Ciirist;  for  we  must  perpetually  bear 
tbe  sacred  cross,  that  they  are  tbe  majority  who 
persecute  tbe  saints. ”f  Melanctbon  also  puts  it 
fortli,  as  part  of  tbe  essential  faith,  that  tbe 
Church  in  this  life  is  never  to  attain  a  position 
of  universal  triumph  and  prosperity,  but  is  to 
remain  depressed,  and  subject  to  afflictions  and 
adversities,  until  tbe  period  of  the  resurrection 

modern  ideas  of  the  universal  conversion  of  the  world  in  the 
present  order  of  things. 

*  See  Hall’s  Protestant  Confessions,  pp.  88,  lOG. 

t  “Das  ist  nicht  wahr,  und  hats  eigentlich  der  Teuful 
zugerichtet,  das  man  gliiubt,  die  ganze  "Welt  werde  Christen 
werden.  Der  Teufel  hats  darum  gethan,  das  er  die  reclit- 
schaffene  Lehre  verdunkelte,  das  man  sie  nimmer  recht  ver- 
stiinde.  Darum  hiite  eich  dafor.  .  .  .  Darum  must  ihr  es 
nicht  also  verstehen,  das  die  ganze  Welt  und  alle  Menchen  an 
Christum  werden  glaiiben  ;  denn  wir  mussen  immer  das  hei- 
lige  creuz  haben,  dass  ihr  das  mehrere  Theil  sind,  die  die 
Christen  verfolgen," — Wahh's  Luther,  vol.  xi,  cols.  1082-83. 
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of  the  dead.*  All  that  God  has  promised  eon- 
cerniug  Ilis  Church  iu  this  dispensation,  is,  that 
by  it  the  offer  of  salvation  shall  he  made  to  man¬ 
kind  in  general ;  that  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
shall  be  effective  to  the  taking  out  of  an  elect 
people  for  His  name;  and  that  Christ  shall  have 
Ilis  acknowledged  representatives  in  every  gener¬ 
ation.  Ho  one  pretends  that  there  has  been  any 
failure  in  these  respects.  And  as  the  great  apos¬ 
tasies  of  the  past  argue  no  deficiency  or  miscar¬ 
riage  in  these  particulars,  so,  in  all  time  to  come, 
if  but  here  and  there  a  few  faithful  ones  be 
found,  it  will  be  enough  to  vindicate  eveiy  pro¬ 
mise  which  the  Church  has  on  this  side  of  the 
day  of  judgment. 

We  do  not  regard  the  Mosaic  dispensation  as 
a  failure  because  the  Jews  as  a  body  perverted  it 
by  their  traditions,  and  crucified  Him  for  whose 
kingdom  it  was  given  as  the  means  of  their  pre¬ 
paration.  It  was  never  intended  to  supersede 
voluntary  obedience  on  their  part.  They  had 
opportunity  to  become  the  Lord’s  ransomed  ones, 
and  to  attain  the  highest  honors  of  the  kingdom. 
There  was  not  a  promise  but  was  yea  and  amen, 
if  they  had  been  willing  to  comply  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  it.  But,  as  a  people,  they  would  not 
hearken;  apostatized,  and  were  rejected.  But 
the  piurposes  of  the  dispensation  did  not  fail.  It 
was  competent  to  do  all  that  it  proposed,  and  did 
prepare  a  people  for  the  Lord,  and  effectually 


*  “  Scimus  item,  quod  Ecclesia  in  hoc  vita  subjecta  sit 
cruci,”  etc.— Mel.  Op.  Corp.  Ref.,  vol.  xxvi,  p.  361. 
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filled  its  place  in  the  ongoing  of  the  history  of 
God’s  vast  plans  of  mercy.  And  what  the  former 
dispensation  was  to  the  Jewish  nation,  the  Gospel 
is  to  Christendom.  The  Christian  Church  is  only 
a  graft  upon  the  same  oi’iginal  stem.  It  has  char¬ 
acteristics  of  its  own,  but  its  aim  and  underlying 
substance  are  essentially  the  same.  Its  promises 
are  all  conditioned  after  the  same  manner  as  the 
covenant  with  the  natural  posterity  of  Abraham. 
'The  breaking  oil'  of  tlie  graft  cannot  therefore  he 
considered  any  more  disastrous  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Gospel,  than  the  breaking  off  of  the  “na¬ 
tural  branches.”  The  eases  are  precisely  jiarallel, 
and  the  argumejit  can  only  apply  in  one  case  as 
in  the  other.  Tlie  Church  of  the  old  covenant 
apostatized,  and  was  east  away ;  hut  it  accom¬ 
plished  God's  purposes,  which  still  went  on  as 
effectually  as  if  no  such  defection  Iiad  occurred. 
The  Church  of  the  new  covenant  may  prove 
ecpially  faithless,  as  all  the  prophecies  show  that 
it  will;  and  God  may  fulfil  His  threat  also  not  to 
spare  it;  and  still  no  hindrance  come  to  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  Ilis  great  redemptive  administrations. 
Man’s  perverseness  surely  cannot  unmake  God’s 
purposes,  or  disarrange  the  divine  plans.  The 
Church  will  still  till  out  its  place  in  the  chain  of 
the  economies  of  Ilis  grace. 

It  is  also  distinctly  told  us,  that  the  devil  is  the 
prince  and  god  of  this  age;  that  Christ’s  minis¬ 
ters  in  this  dispensation  are  never  anything  but 
ambassadors  at  a  foreign  court;  that  the  saints 
are  always  mere  pilgrims  and  sffangers  on  the 
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earth ;  that  the  Gospel  is  ever  to  he  preached 
only  as  a  witness  to  the  nations;  that  when  the 
Son  of  Man  cometh,  he  shall  hardly  find  faith  on 
the  earth ;  that  the  days  in  which  He  shall  come 
will  be  evil  days,  like  the  days  of  Hoah  before 
the  flood;  and  that  the  judgment  will  find  man¬ 
kind  banded  together  in  grand  confederations 
of  unparalleled  rebellion  and  wickedness.  And 
how  thinking  people  can  take  in  these  unmis¬ 
takable  statements,  and  still  cling  to  a  theory  of 
Providence  which  would  make  the  plainly  pre¬ 
dicted  apostasy  of  Christendom  equivalent  to  a 
failure  of  the  plans  and  promises  of  God,  I  can¬ 
not  understand. 

But  I  may  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  topic 
now.  Whatever  defections  or  judgments  befall 
the  nominal  Church  in  any  age,  this  is  true,  and 
clearly  foreshown  in  these  Epistles ;  that  God  is 
never  without  His  witnesses  upon  the  earth.  With  all 
the  waning  love,  and  false  apostles,  and  Aicolai- 
tane  practices  of  Ephesus,  there  were  some  who 
could  not  hear  those  who  were  evil ;  and  who  en¬ 
dured,  labored  and  sufiered  for  the  name  of  Jesus, 
and  whose  fidelity  is  to  be  rewarded  with  the  joys 
of  Paradise.  With  all  the  poverty  and  tribulation 
and  reproach  of  the  Smyrnaotes,  and  the  false 
ones  of  Satan’s  synagogue  by  whom  they  were 
afflicted,  there  were  some  rich  in  grace,  faithful 
to  the  last,  and  destined  to  wear  the  crown  of 
life,  unhurt  of  the  second  death.  With  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  the  Church  of  Pergamos  to  Satan’s 
throne,  and  the  presence  in  it  of  the  advocates 
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of  adulterous  alliances,  and  systematizers  of 
usurpation  and  evil,  it  had  members  who  held 
fast  to  the  Saviour’s  name,  and  kept  the  faith 
steadfast  unto  death,  who  are  to  receive  of  the 
hidden  manna,  and  feast  on  heavenly  bread,  and 
wear  the  engraved  gem  of  celestial  privilege  and 
honor.  Even  in  Thvatira,  where  Jezebel  lierself 
enacted  her  damning  uncleannesses,  there  was  a 
remnant  who  kept  aloof  from  Satan’s  depths,  and 
wrought  the  deeds  of  faith  and  charity,  and  made 
good  their  title  to  share  in  the  judgment  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  to  receive  the  morning  star.  The 
deadness  of  Sardis  was  not  so  pervading,  but  a 
few  names  Avere  left  Avhicli  had  not  deliled  their 
garments,  which  had  received  the  truth,  and 
taught  it,  and  Iwed  it,  and  which  are  to  walk 
with  Christ  in  white,  and  to  he  confessed  in  hea¬ 
ven.  The  Philadelphians,  though  hut  a  handful 
in  the  midst  of  false  ones,  and  dwellers  among 
those  too  much  at  ease  in  Avorldly  comfort,  are 
still  a  hand  of  earnest  brothers,  on  whom  the 
doors  cannot  he  shut,  at  Avhose  feet  Satan’s  syna¬ 
gogue  shall  be  humbled,  and  who  are  to  be  kept 
out  of  the  trying  hour,  transferred  to  the  celestial 
temple,  and  adorned  with  the  name  of  God,  and 
the  new  Jerusalem,  and  the  new  name  of  Christ 
himself.  And  in  among  the  sickening  lukewarm¬ 
ness,  }»ridc,  boasting  and  emptiness  of  the  Laodi- 
ceans,  there  are  some  chastened  ones  Avhom  Jesus 
loves,  and  some  who  liear  Ilis  voice,  and  open 
unto  Him,  and  sup  Avith  Him,  and  AA’hose  destiny 
is  to  sit  with  Him  on  His  everlasting  throne. 
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And  if  ill  these  seven  pictures  the  whole  length 
of  the  Church’s  history  is  embraced,  the  fact 
stands  out,  in  noonday  clearness,  that  God  has 
His  saints  in  every  age. 

When  we  survey  the  characteristics  of  our 
times, — the  unrighteousness,  the  avarice,  the  lust¬ 
fulness,  the  untruthfulness,  the  hypocris}’,  the 
impiety,  the  crime,  the  hollow-heartedness,  and 
the  untold  hidden  inicpiities  which  prevail  in  all 
circles  of  Church,  husiness  and  State;  Avhen  ive 
consider  the  wickednesses  which  are  perpetrated 
by  people  who  call  themselves  Christians,  and 
the  shameless  worldliness  of  professors  of  relig¬ 
ion,  and  the  wreck  of  all  distinctive  doctrinal 
belief,  and  the  prostitutions  of  the  house  of  God 
and  the  sacred  desk  itself  to  vanity,  polities,  self¬ 
ishness,  sensuality,  and  base  trickery  in  the  name 
of  Jesus;  when  Ave  look  at  the  insubordination 
which  is  left  to  run  riot  in  the  great  majority  of 
so-called  Christian  families,  and  the  secret  vices 
and  concealed  blood-guilty  crimes  of  so-called 
Christian  husbands  and  wives,  and  of  the  utter 
moral  emptiness,  headiness  and  incontinence  of 
the  mass  of  the  busiest  and  noisiest  modern  re¬ 
ligionists  ;  AA’hen  Ave  contemplate  the  goings  forth 
of  sin  in  these  days,  like  Death  on  the  pale  horse, 
with  hell  folloAving  in  its  train,  and  come  to  count 
up  the  names  of  those  in  our  congi’egations  whom 
w’e  can  confidently  set  down  as  true  and  thorough 
saints  of  God, — we  are  sometimes  tempted,  with 
the  Psalmist,  to  say,  “All  men  are  liars,”  and  to 
doubt  whether  God  has  not  resigned  Ilis  domin- 
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ion  over  inankincl,  and  al)aiHloncd  ^tlieni  to  be 
drifted,  l»y  the  whirlwinds  of  their  own  passions, 
to  irremediable  ruin.  But,  with  all  the  hard 
things  which  we  are  in  honesty  and  fairness  com¬ 
pelled  to  write  against  the  present  population  of 
Christendom,  God  has  not  left  Himself  without 
witnesses,  and  still  has  TIis  true  people,  wIjo  have 
not  kissed  their  lumds  nor  bowed  their  knees  to 
the  reigning  idolatry  of  the  times.  Earthy  and 
vile  as  the  eongest  may  he,  tliere  is  gold  in  it,  as 
there  was  an  Enoch  and  aHoah  in  the  generation 
before  the  Hood,  and  a  Lot  even  in  Sodom  itself. 
Amid  all  Christianity's  corruptions,  there  has 
always  been  some  standins;  out  ap-ainst  them. 
The  pure  ideal  has  never  failed  to  produce  some 
proximate  realization  of  itself  Dreary  as  the 
annals  of  the  Church  appear,  both  in  prophetic 
and  historic  records,  the  student  of  them  still 
finds  his  path  skirted  with  spiritual  verdure;  and 
in  tfie  distant  scenery,  examples  of  faith,  purity, 
love,  heroism,  devotion  and  obedience,  are  never 
once  entirely  out  of  view,  the  loveliest  often 
being  found  in  the  hy-paths,  and  encountered 
where  they  would  he  least  expected.  Even  in 
the  darkest  eras,  imbedded  in  neglected  chroni¬ 
cles,  uolde  names  are  to  he  found,  sparkling  Avitli 
the  radiance  of  every  Christian  grace.  And  by 
a  sort  of  system  of  compensation,  in  nearly  every 
instance,  while  darkness  and  deatli  reigned  in  one 
place,  light  and  life  were  vigorous  at  another. 
“  Contemporary  with  the  waning  of  piety  in  An¬ 
tioch,  was  its  waxing  in  Milan.  When  the 
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Churches  of  Alexandria  and  Carthage  were  sink¬ 
ing  in  the  decrepitude  of  formalism,  the  Churches 
of  Gaul  were  battling  the  vices  of  imperial  civil¬ 
ization,  and  the  rudeness  and  disorder  of  barhar-. 
ism.  The  era  of  the  early  growth  of  Rome’s 
impious  pretensions  was  the  era  of  Ireland’s  light 
and  life,  holiness  and  beauty.  "While  Mahomet 
was  God’s  avenger  on  Syria  and  Egypt,  the 
monks  of  Iona  were  studying  their  Bible,  and 
Scotch  missionaries  were  crossing  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  border  and  entering  the  heart  of  Germany. 
As  Gregory  W  was  encouraging  the  sons  of  the 
Emperor  Lewis  in  parricidal  wars,  Claude  was 
preaching  the  truth  at  Turin,  and  adoi’uiug  it 
v/ith  a  holy  life.  When  the  pontifical  court  at 
Avignon  was  disgracing  the  name  of  religion  by 
luxury  and  vice,  pious  men  were  writing  books, 
and  preaching  sermons,  and  practising  godly  vir¬ 
tue,  in  Teutonic  cities.  When  the  night  of  super¬ 
stition  and  despotism  was  getting  blacker  than 
ever  in  France,  the  morning  star  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  rose  on  England.  When  Italian  fields  were 
covered  with  rotten  stubble,  Bohemia  was  whiten¬ 
ing  to  the  harvest.”*  And  so,  in  all  the  ages, 
there  have  never  failed  some  blessed  offsets  to 
the  ever  downward  tendency  of  things.  Ror 
will  it  ever  he,  in  the  darkest  and  dreadest  days 
of  Christendom’s  apostasy,  that  there  will  be 
none  to  stand  up  for  God  and  His  pure  truth,  or 
that  His  true  people  shall  fail  from  the  earth. 


*  Stoughton’s  Ages  of  Christendom,  p.  431. 
19* 


Who,  then,  are  they?  And.  ichat  are  their  charac¬ 
teristics?  NowLere  in  the  Scriptures  may  we  find 
a  more  direct  and  satisfactory  answer  to  these  in¬ 
quiries,  than  is  furnished  us  in  tliese  Epistles. 
Christ  himself  here  looks  down  with  flaming 
eyes  u}ion  llis  peo})le,  and  with  a  certainty  infal¬ 
lible  points  Ilis  finger  to  those  whom  lie  acknow¬ 
ledges,  and  for  whom  Ilis  everlasting  rewards 
are  in  reserve.  The  field  which  thus  opens  to 
our  survey  is  full  of  inviting  riches  of  instruction 
and  Evangelic  truth,  in  which  it  would  he  well 
for  us  to  linger,  and  to  wander  hack  and  forth  to 
note  each  word,  and  hint,  and  incident.  The 
merest  glance  is  all  that  we  can  noAV  attempt; 
hut  even  that  will  he  enough  to  reveal,  in  vivid 
outline,  wdio  and  what  are  the  saints,  and  the 
])artakers  in  the  honors  of  transforming  grace. 

First  of  all,  they  are  Ephesians — people  of  warm 
and  kindled  hearts,  glowing  with  the  impulses  of 
ardent  love  and  zeal  towmrd  Christ,  as  the  “chief 
among  ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely.” 

Talk  they  of  morals,  O  thou  hleedirg  Lamb! 

The  best  morality  is  love  to  Thee. 

Love  to  Jesus  is  the  root  of  all  true  Christianity. 
It  is  the  perfection  of  faith,  and  it  is  the  fulfilling 
of  the  law.  The  heart  that  takes  fire  at  the  men¬ 
tion  of  the  Saviour’s  name, — that  swells  with 
sympathetic  ardor  at  the  story  of  Ilis  life,  and 
deeds,  and  death,  and  triumph;  that  looks  to 
Him  in  Ilis  hidden  home  as  the  Lord  of  its  affec¬ 
tions  and  the  chief  joy  of  its  life;  that  is  bound 
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and  drawn,  by  sweet  constraints  of  living  grati¬ 
tude,  to  untiring  devotion  and  obedience ;  that  is 
not  content  but  in  leaning  with  John  upon  His 
breast,  or  clinging  with  Mary  to  His  blessed  feet ; 
that  thrills  with  the  contemplation  of  seeing  Him 
as  He  is,  and  being  with  Him  forever ;  and  that 
pines,  and  sighs,  and  ever  prays  in  His  absence, 
“  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly,” — is  the  heart 
most  surely  in  harmony  with  heaven,  and  on 
which  the  favor  of  the  Lord  of  the  Church  is 
most  unmistakably  set.  The  primal  source  of 
all  defective  saintship,  and  of  all  that  the  Divine 
Judge  censures  in  any  of  His  professed  people,  is 
the  wdne  of  love.  Let  a  man  be  alive  in  love  to 
God,  and  make  it  his  joy  to  give  his  whole  heart 
to  Jesus,  and  his  title  is  clear,  and  his  acceptance 
sure. 

And  as  the  fruit  of  their  affection,  Christ’s  true 
people  are  further  characterized  by  unswerving 
and  uncompromising  devotion  to  their  profession. 
They  have  taken  Christ  for  their  Lord,  and  they 
will  know  no  obedience  but  obedience  to  Him. 
Lor  Him  they  labor,  for  Him  they  endure,  and 
His  they  count  themselves  to  be,  to  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  all  they  have  and  are.  Pledged  to  stand 
out  unshaken  against  whatsoever  is  wrong,  they 
will  have  no  communion  with  evil  ones,  and  will 
not  fellowship  with  such  as  say  they  are  apostles 
and  are  not,  and  hate  and  loathe  the  deeds  of 
tyranny  wliich  would  tread  down  any  in  whom 
God’s  image  is,  and  are  not  afraid  to  speak  their 
condemnation  of  wrongdoers,  whatever  may  be 
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their  pretensions  or  their  place.  There  is  a  ten¬ 
dency,  in  these  days,  to  account  that  the  purest 
Christianity  Avhich  has  the  largest  ‘‘‘■charity,’^  as  it 
is  called,  and  toleration  for  everybody  and  every¬ 
thing,  and  which  disdains  social  ditferences  for 
opinion’s  sake,  or  separations  and  controversies 
on  account  of  the  faith.  But  that  is  not  the  sort 
of  Christianity  Avhich  our  Lord  and  Judge  com¬ 
mends  in  these  Epistles.  Those  whom  lie  here 
approves  as  Ilis  true  people,  are  such  as  cannot 
hear  those  who  are  evil,  such  as  test  men’s  claims 
to  apostolicity,  and  expose  their  falsities,  and  hate 
the  deeds  of  the  ISTicolaitanes,  and  stand  to  the 
truth  as  they  have  received  it  from  the 
uestly  contending  for  the  faith. 

Another  characteristic  is,  tliat  they  are  poor, 
and  reproached,  and  tried,  and  often  persecuted 
unto  death.  Smyrnaotes,  to  a  greater  or  less  ex¬ 
tent,  are  all  the  true  saints  of  God.  It  seems  to 
he  one  of  the  unvarying  laws  of  this  dispensation, 
that  the  absence  of  censure  from  heaven  conducts 
through  affliction  on  earth.  The  richest  and  most 
independent  man,  if  he  he  a  true  Christian,  is 
quite  convinced  that  he  is  one  of  the  very  poorest 
and  most  helpless  of  God’s  creatures.  He  is  poor 
in  spirit,  and  his  earthly  possessions  are  no  riches 
to  him.  And  if  any  would  live  godly  in  Christ 
Jesus,  it  is  useless  to  think  of  exemption  from 
trials,  reproaches  and  persecutions.  People  may 
serve  the  devil  all  their  lives ;  and  if  they  only 
manage  to  do  it  decently,  not  a  word  from  the 
world  sliall  ever  he  said  against  them,  and  not  a 
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frown  need  they  fear.  But  let  them  start  in  ear¬ 
nest,  honest  Christianity,  and  they  are  snuhhed, 
and  sneered  at,  and  put  out  of  the  synagogue, 
and  made  to  hear  of  it  and  feel  it  at  many  points. 
Pious  people,  somehow,  have  ever  heeii  afflicted 
people.  It  seems  to  he  God’s  plan  to  make  liis 
children  ill  at  ease  in  this  world,  that  they  may 
the  more  earnestly  long  for  that  which  is  to  come. 
The  mass  of  them  have  been  martyrs,  living 
martyr  lives,  if  not  dying  martyr  deaths.  The 
holiest  men  are  always  sutfering  men.  There  is 
no  saintship  which  is  exempt  from  trial,  sorrow, 
and  this  world’s  frowns.  iCor  may  any  one  he  a 
ChristVdU  of  the  purer  and  better  sort,  with  whom 
the  world  is  satisfied,  on  whom  earthly  fortune 
ever  smiles,  and- of  Avhom  no  spiteful  ill  is  ever 
said.  AVoe  unto  you,  when  all  speak  well  of  you, 
is  the  word  of  Christ  himself. 

But  along  with  this,  we  find  another  feature. 
Afflicted,  poor  and  persecuted,  God’s  true  people 
cheerfully  hear  whatever  lie  appoints,  and  keep 
Christ’s  word  of  patient  endurance.  The  saints 
of  Ephesus  did  hear  for  the  Saviour’s  name,  and 
*  fainted  not.  Those  of  Smyrna  were  faithful  to 
the  last,  as  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Polycarp, 
who  preferred  hurning  to  a  compromise  of  his 
faith,  and  found  place  for  songs  and  thanksgivings 
amid  the  flames  that  consumed  him.  .Those  of 
Pergamos  held  fast  Christ’s  name,  and  did  not 
deny  the  faith  of  Him,  and  stood  out  in  glad  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  truth,  under  the  very  sword  of  the 
executioner.  Those  of  Thyatira  and  Philadelphia 
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are  specially  commended  for  their  endurance  in 
the  midst  of  falsity  and  suffering,  and  held  fast 
in  joyous  prospect  of  the  speedy  coming  of  their 
Divine  l)eliverer.  And  so  it  is  ever  the  character 
of  God’s  saints  to  choose  rather  to  suffer  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleas¬ 
ures  of  sin  for  a  season,  esteeming  the  reproach 
of  Christ  greater  riches  than  all  the  treasures  in 
Egypt. 

And  if  there  is  yet  another  mark  of  saintship 
singled  out  in  these  Epistles,  it  is  the  profound 
regard  which  true  helicvers  have  for  the  recom- 
}>ense  of  the  reward  at  the  coming  and  revelation 
of  .lesus  Christ.  There  is  a  Paradise  of  *God  on 
which  their  hopes  are  set.  There  is  a  crown  of 
life  at  wliich  they  aim.  There  is  a  heavenly  sus¬ 
tenance  and  gem  of  celestial  })rivilege  and  honor, 
and  a  sceptre  of  holy  dominion,  and  an  inherit¬ 
ance  of  the  morning  star,  and  an  acknowledgment 
hefore  God  and  angels,  and  an  enrolment  among 
]>rincipalities  in  the  eternal  em})ire,  and  a  session 
with  Jesus  on  llis  everlasting  throne,  on  which 
tlieir  hearts  are  set.  They  Ijelieve  tliat  these 
things  exist,  and  that  they  are  meant  for  them, 
and  that  it  is  the  merciful  will  of  God  that  they 
should  hav’c  them  ;  and  they  wait  for  them,  look¬ 
ing  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  hut  at  the 
things  which  are  not  seen.  Seeing  that  Christ 
has  given  these  promises,  they  embrace  them, 
and  confess  that  they  are  strangers  and  pilgrims 
on  the  earth,  “looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  the 
glorious  appearing  of  God  our  ISaviour.” 
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Tr/u?;,  then^  is  to  become  of  these  'people?  INIany 
of  them  have  fallen  asleep ;  and  daily  one  and 
another  of  them,  in  every  age,  has  been  consigned 
to  the  tomb.  Scattered  over  all  the  world  their 
wasting  ashes  lie,  whilst  the  places  that  once 
knew  them  know  them  no  more.  But  these 
Epistles  take  very  little  account  of  death.  The 
most  that  they  say  of  it  is  that  Christ  has  passed 
through  it  and  revived,  and  that  lie  has  the  keys 
of  both  it  and  Hades.  Since  then,  it  is  hardly 
any  more  accounted  death.  The  addresses  to  the 
'  Churches  are  given  as  if  those  same  Churches 
were  to  continue  through  all  the  ages,  and  to 
meet  the  scenes  of  the  great  consummation  just 
as  they  were  livina;  at  the  time.  Hence,  the 
resurrection  also  is  hut  inferentially  embraced. 
It  is,  indeed,  presupposed  in  all  the  seven  prom¬ 
ises;  hut  the  short  hiatus  in  the  lives  of  individ¬ 
ual  saints  is  treated  as  hardly  worth  being  em¬ 
braced  among  the  greater  things  of  this  vision. 
The  return  of  Jesus  and  His  Apocalypse  to  His 
Church  is  the  master  theme;  and  the  preparation 
for  that,  and  the  rewards  then  to  come  to  the 
saints,  absorbs  everything.  And  when  Christ 
comes,  it  will  he  the  same  with  those  faithful 
ones  of  His  that  sleep,  as  with  those  who  may  be 
still  alive  and  waitina:  for  Him.  There  will  he  no 

O 

advantage  to  the  one  class  above  the  other  as  re¬ 
spects  what  is  to  follow.  ABien  the  Lord  himself 
shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the 
voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump  of  God, 
first  of  all,  the  saints  that  sleep  in  Him  shall  rise. 
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This  is  plainly  taught  ns  in  the  apostolic  mes¬ 
sages.  And  when  they  have  been  thus  recalled, 
whatever  is  farther  said  is  the  same  with  regard 
to  them  as  to  those  living  saints  Avho  shall  not 
have  died  at  all. 

One  very  striking  statement  concerning  them, 
is  tliat  they  are  to  he  ke})t  out  of  the  hour  of 
tem[»tation — out  of  that  season  of  trial  which  is 
tlien  to  come  upon  the  whole  woi'ld,  to  try  those 
Avho  dwell  upon  the  earth  instead  of  cherishing  a 
heavenly  citizenslnp.  (See  chap.  3  :  10.)  IIow 
this  deliverance  is  to  he  wrought,  St.  Paul  ex¬ 
plains.  The  saints,  botli  living  and  resurrected, 
are  to  he  nnraculously  snatched  arvay  from  earth 
to  lieaA'en,  suddenly,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye.  llis  own  unmistakable  Avords  are  :  “  Then 
Ave  Avho  are  living,  Avho  remain,  shall  be  caught 
up  together  Avitli  them  (the  resurrected  ones) 
in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air.”  (1 
Thess.  4  :  17.)  The  Saviour  himself  has  also 
glA’en  assurances  to  the  same  effect,  AAdiere  He 
says:  “I  tell  you,  iu  that  night  there  shall  be 
tAVO  in  one  bed:  the  one  shall  be  taken,  and  the 
other  sliall  he  left.  Two  Avomen  shall  be  grind¬ 
ing  together:  the  one  shall  he  taken,  and  the 
other  shall  he  left.  Two  shall  he  in  the  field: 
the  one  shall  be  taken,  and  the  other  left.  And 
they  ansAvered  and  said  unto  him,  "Where  [or 
"Whither],  Lord  ?  And  he  said  unto  them.  Where¬ 
soever  the  Body  is,  thither  Avill  the  eagles  be  gath¬ 
ered  together.”  (Luke  17  :  34-37.)  And  to  this 
same  maiwellous  occurrence,  Avhich  Paul  speaks 
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of  as  one  of  the  great  mysteries  (1  Cor.  15  ;  51), 
do  the  words  at  the  head  of  this  discourse  refer. 
“  I  saw,”  says  John,  “  and  behold,  a  door  set  open 
in  the  heaven,  and  the  former  voice  which  I  heard 
as  of  a  trumpet,  speaking  with  me,  saying,  Come 
up  hither.”  That  door  opened  in  heaven  is  the 
door  of  the  ascension  of  the  saints.  That  trum¬ 
pet  voice  is  the  same  which  Paul  describes  as  re¬ 
calling  the  sleepers  in  Jesus,  and  to  which  the 
Saviour  refers  as  the  signal  by  which  His  elect 
are  gathered  from  the  four  winds,  but  which  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  shall  be  heard  or  un¬ 
derstood  except  by  those  whom  it  is  ^nieant  to 
summon  to  the  skies.  And  that  “  Come  i  p 
hither”  is  for  every  one  in  John’s  estate,  even 
the  gracious  and  mighty  word  of  the  returning 
Lord  himself,  by  virtue  of  which  they  that  wait 
for  Him  shall  renew  their  strength,  and  mount 
up  with  wings  as  eagles.  (Is.  40  :  31.)  And  thus, 
as  the  Psalmist  sung,  the  Lord  will  hide  them 
in  the  secret  place  of  His  presence  from  the 
vexation  of  man,  and  screen  them  in  a  taber¬ 
nacle  from  the  contradiction  of  tongues.  (Ps.  31 : 
19,  20.) 

Such,  then,  is  the  termination  of  the  earthly 
career  of  God’s  elect,  for  which  the  saints  of 
every  age  have  waited,  longed  and  prayed.* 


*  “At  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  the  dead  saints  rise  from 
the  dust ;  the  living  saints,  in  a  moment — in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye — are  changed ;  and  both  together  are  rapt  up  far  above 
the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  long  before  He  is  seen 
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And  3uch  is  the  next  great  scene  which  may  now 
be  any  clay  expected.  I  know  of  nothing  in  the 
prophecies  of  God,  unless  it  should  be  the  mere 
deepening  of  the  signs  that  have  already  appeared, 
which  yet  remains  to  be  fulfilled  before  this  sud¬ 
den  summons  from  the  skies :  “  Come,  my  people. 


by  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.” — Cunningham  on  Apocalypse, 
3d  ed.,  p.  491. 

“The  being  taken  up  to  meet  the  Lord  before  the  time  of 
trial  and  judgment,  would  seem  to  be  the  manifest  import  of 
the  promise  to  the  faithful,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Church  at 
Philadelphia,  as  .ilso  that  of  our  Lord’s  exhortation  in  Luke 
21  ;  36.’’ — Richard  Chester,  Vicar  of  BallycLongh,  Mallow. 

“Ere  judgment  comes  on  Christendom,  the  true  Church 

will  have  been,  like  Enoch,  translated  to  heaven .  We 

are  not  comforted  by  the  assurance  of  our  being  gathered  to 
the  grave  in  peace,  but  by  the  hope  of  being  gathered  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air,  so  that,  when  the  judgments  come,  we 
shall  not  be  amid  the  scene  on  which  they  are  poured,  but  in 
the  heavens  whence  they  issue.” — Plain  Papers,  pp.  94-96. 

“  It  is  evident,  from  2  Cor,  5  :  4,  that  we  are  not  to  conceive 
of  the  transfiguration  of  the  body  as  taking  place  at  the  end 
and  in  the  general  resurrection,  for  the  apostle  wishes  it  for 
his  own  person  instead  of  death.” — Auberlen  on  Da7i.  and 
Rev.,  p.  332. 

“  Daniel  appears  to  be  a  type  of  those  kept  out  of  the  hour 
of  temptation.  When  all  nations,  kindreds  and  people  are 
required  to  worship  the  image  of  the  plain  of  Dura,  he  is  not 
there.” — Apocalypse  E.rpoimded,  vol.  i,  p.  207. 

“John  14:  1-3,  doth  absolutely  require  an  assumption  from 
the  earth  of  all  the  saints,  after  the  same  manner  as  Christ 
was  taken  up.  And  to  this  great  head  of  doctrine,  all  those 
legends  of  the  Catholic  Church,  concerning  the  assumption 
of  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  other  saints,  do  point.  By  being 
taken  up,  to  be  clothed  upon  by  our  house  which  is  from  hea¬ 
ven,  1  believe  that  Christ’s  people  will  be  delivered  out  of 
their  tribulation.” — Irving  on  the  Apoc.,  vol.  ii,  p.  1024. 
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enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and  shut  thy  doors 
about  thee :  hide  thyself  as  it  were  a  little  mo¬ 
ment,  until  the  indignation  he  overpast ;  for,  be¬ 
hold,  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his  place  to  punish 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their  iniquity.” 
(Is.  26  :  20,  21.)  Any  one  of  these  days  or  nights, 
and  certainly  before  many  more  years  have  passed, 
all  this  shall  be  accomplished.  Some  of  these 
days  or  nights, — while  men  are  busy  ivith  the 
common  pursuits  and  cares  of  life,  and  every¬ 
thing  is  rolling  on  in  its  accustomed  course, — 
unheralded,  unbelieved,  and  unknown  to  tlie  gay 
world,  here  one,  and  there  another,  shall  secretly 
disappear,  cadight  up”  like  Enoch,  who  “was 
not  found  because  God  had  translated  him.” 
Invisibly,  noiselessly,  miraculously,  they  shall 
vanish  from  the  company  and  fellowship  of  those 
about  them,  and  ascend  to  their  returning  Lord. 
Strange  announcements  shall  be  in  the  morning 
papers  of  missing  ones.  Strange  accounts  shall 
be  whispered  around  in  the  circles  of  business 
and  society.  And  for  the  first  time  will  apostate 
Christendom,  and  the  slow  in  heart  to  believe  all 
that  the  prophets  have  written,  have  the  truth 
brought  home,  that  no  such  half-Christianity  as 
theirs  is  sufficient  to  put  men  among  the  favorites 
of  the  Lord. 

Brethren  and  friends,  these  are  neither  dreams 
nor  fables.  They  are  realities,  set  forth  in  the 
infallible  truth  of  God,  and  as  literally  true  as 
anything  else  in  the  inspired  Word.  And  as  you 
value  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus, 
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and  take  this  holy  book  as  an  unfailing  guide,  be 
not  faithless,  but  believing.  And  if  you  feel  your¬ 
self  unready  for  such  events,  do  not  think  of  set¬ 
ting  tbeni  aside  by  scottis  and  sneers.  If  they  are 
in  the  purpose  of  God,  as  He  so  plainly  says  they 
are,  and  as  I  conscientiously  believe  they  are, 
your  uid)elief  cannot  alter  them.  Better  bestir 
yourself  to  be  prepared,  with  your  loins  girded 
and  your  lamp  trimmed  and  burning.  There  is 
chance  for  you  yet  to  be  among  these  favored 
ones  whom  God  has  engaged  thus  to  keep  out  of 
the  judgment  [ilagues  and  sorrows;  but  that  this 
opportunity  shall  remain  to  you  for  another  3’ear, 
or  mouth,  or  week,  or  day,  or  hour,  no  living 
man  or  angel  of  heaven  is  authorized  to  promise. 
What  3’ou  do  must  be  done  cpiickly.  To  }’Our 
knees,  then,  to  3’our  Bibles,  and  to  the  mercy  seat 
of  your  God,  0  man,  0  woman !  “  Rend  jmur 

heart,  and  not  3’our  garments,  and  turn  unto  the 
Lord  3'our  God.”  Let  not  another  day  pass  leav¬ 
ing  you  still  in  3-our  sins ;  “  for  in  such  an  hour 
as  jmu  think  not,  the  Son  of  man  cometh.”  And 
may  God  in  mere}’  grant  us  each  the  grace  and 
diligence  to  be  found  of  Him  in  peace,  without 
spot,  and  blameless. 


/ 


